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Preface

The first issues of the Cross National Summaries in the
Comparative Studies series provide basic information,
documentation and results of the World Fertility
Survey for the 19 countries which had their First
Country Reports and Standard Recode Tapes available
at the beginning of 1980,

Despite the efforts made by WFS to maintain
comparability of question wording and content, field
procedures and specifications of the tabulations and
analysis included in the First Country Reports, it was
inevitable that differences would arise as a result of the
importance attached to meeting specific requirements
of the countries themselves. A major attempt to
enhance and facilitate comparability has been the
production of Standard Recode Tapes for each coun-
try, with all the core information coded and stored in a
consistent order, together with the dictionaries which
provide detailed specifications for all variables.

Several of the Cross National Summaries are con-
cerned solely with providing detailed and systematized
information on the comparability (or lack thereof) of
the field procedures, survey characteristics, question-
naire content and wording and content of the First
Country Reports. Such detailed appraisals constitute
an essential reference base for anyone using WFS data
for comparative analysis.

Other volumes of the Cross National Summaries
present comparable results from as many surveys as
possible. These volumes present the basic data from the
surveys over a wide range of specific topics. In addition
to the tabular material, there is a brief accompanying
text, which draws attention primarily to any non-
comparability of the data and to any obvious interpre-
tational pitfalls to which the tables may be subject: for
example many summary indices are subject to composi-
tional differences, which are often reduced by standar-
dization. Finally, although these volumes are not
intended to be analytic in their orientation, some brief
highlighting of the major noteworthy differences and
similarities is included.

We hope that these Cross National Summaries will
be widely used, especially by persons in the internation-
al community who are making cross national compari-
sons. We also hope that the sub-series will help users to
avoid assuming too much comparability when this is not
the case and to avoid interpretational mistakes which
can easily arise when data are presented without
qualification.

DirRK J. VAN DE KAA
Project Director
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Introduction

ol

Age at first marriage has long been of major interest to
demographers, particularly in fertility studies in which
entrance into a first marriage has been used as an
approximate indicator of the start of a woman’s
exposure to the risk of childbearing. However, because
of cultural differences in patterns of family formation,
the date of a first marriage may not always mark the
beginning of exposure to the risk of childbearing.
Cohabitation, perhaps a more appropriate indicator of
the exposure to the risk of childbearing, may precede
or follow a formal marriage ceremony. In several Asian
societies girls have married at very young ages, but
have not lived with their husbands until after reaching
puberty. Conversely, in Latin America informal coha-
bitation may precede a formal marriage ceremony or
may persist without ever being made formal. Reported
ages at first marriage in either of these situations could
represent quite different stages in a woman’s life and
could produce quite different patterns of duration of
marriage-specific fertility rates.

In spite of these differences in meaning, age at first
marriage remains an important variable in any compre-
hensive study of the demographic characteristics of
populations, since it does signify a milestone in the life
course of men and women. Furthermore, although the
exact pattern of the relation may vary among different
cultural groups, age at marriage is related to fertility
since it is an important, if incomplete, determinant of
the average length of time a woman is exposed to the
risk of childbearing. Demographic studies have shown
that differences in age at first marriage can account for
substantial variation in the fertility of different popula-
tions and that changes in age at first marriage have had
a dramatic influence on levels of fertility in many
populations. In addition to having a direct influence on
fertility through length of exposure, age at first
marriage is also related to fertility indirectly through
factors such as the level of education attained by
women. Although the precise causal sequences of these
relations are not known unambiguously, it is often the
case that higher education among females is related
positively to age at first marriage and negatively to
fertility.

For these reasons the topic of age at first marriage

“has been a major concern in the analysis of the various

World Fertility Surveys. Patterns of age at first
marriage and the relation between age at first marriage
and fertility have been described in all First Country
Reports issued in conjunction with the WFS, and have
featured in several WES technical studies. One of the
first in this series of Cross National Summaries pre-
sented detailed, country-level descriptions of patterns
of age at first marriage in the first 19 countries which
participated in the WFS (Smith 1980b). That earlier

Cross National Summary is the basis for this report, in
which we follow the same procedures but look at
certain subgroups within each country.

The importance of intra-country variation in demo-
graphic characteristics has also been demonstrated by
many studies, and the existence of such variation is a
particularly important focus of WES analysis. The
process of demographic change almost always takes
place at different rates among different subgroups of
any population. Therefore, it is important in studying
patterns of age at first marriage to consider the extent
to which these patterns differ within populations, and
to assess whether certain segments of the population
are changing more rapidly than others. If one considers
the transition from high fertility to low fertility and the
accompanying transition from early marriage to late
marriage to be elements of the more general process of
modernization or social and economic development,
then it is reasonable to hypothesize that the relatively
more modern segments of each society will experience
these transitions before the relatively less modern
segments do. Although there are several factors which
could be used to divide populations into relatively
modernized and relatively non-modernized segments,
only two are considered in this report: educational
attainment of women and their residence in either an
urban or a rural area.

Our purpose is to describe the current patterns of age
at first marriage within categories of education and area
of residence and to assess recent changes in age at
marriage within each category and within each country.
This description is based on the analysis of several
measures of age at first marriage. First, we examine the
proportions of women, in each five-year age group,
who have ever been married. We calculate the Singu-
late Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) at the time of the
survey for each category, as well as an estimate of the
value of SMAM at the point five years before each
survey. We also calculate life-table probabilities of
marrying for the first time by single year of age for
several cohorts of women. All the calculations will
follow the procedures described in the earlier WFS
report on age at first marriage (Smith 1980b). Although
we have stated hypotheses about patterns of differences
on age at first marriage by education and area of
residence, our purpose in this report is more descriptive
than analytical. We do not consider any explanations of
the patterns which we describe nor do we present a
causal structure to account for the observed patterns,
Our purpose is to provide a comprehensive and
detailed description of the patterns of a demographic
event of interest, in this case differentials in age at first
marriage, using data from all available WFS surveys,



2 Data Comparability

Although the analysis of age at first marriage is a major
concern in WFS surveys, and in spite of extensive
efforts directed toward the accurate recording of
marriage information, there are several problems
which must be considered in any analysis of WFS
marriage data. First, as has been discussed in the
introduction, the definition of what constitutes a
marriage differs among countries and hence the ques-
tions asked about marriage differ in the WFS question-
naires. In Caribbean and Latin American countries
both formal and informal unions were considered to be
marriages, and in Jamaica and Guyana a third cate-
gory, visiting (non-cohabiting) unions, was included.
Questions on union type were not asked in Asian or
Pacific surveys, but in several cases women were asked
the date of the start of cohabitation, as well as the date
of marriage. In three countries (Fiji, Philippines and Sri
Lanka), the date of cohabitation, if it differed from the
reported date of marriage, was used to mark the
beginning of a marriage. In Latin America consensual
unions are also considered to have started when
cohabitation began. For the purposes of this report, all
these union types and definitions of the start of a union
are treated as being equivalent.

The analysis of patterns of first marriage requires
that data on both single and ever-married women be
used, and this requirement produces a second set of
problems with the analysis of marriage from WFS data.
In most Latin American and Caribbean countries (Peru
excepted), all women in certain age groups were
interviewed, and the individual interviews can be used
to study first marriages. However, in Peru and in the
Asian and Pacific countries, individual interviews were
administered only to ever-married women. Information
on patterns of entry into first marriage in these
countries must be drawn from both the individual
interviews and the household interviews.

Individual and household questionnaires used in the
WES differ in terms of the amount of information
available and in terms of the quality of information,
Household questionnaires were relatively short, since
the major purpose of the household interview in most
countries was to identify women who were eligible for
the more detailed individual interview. Several coun-
tries (Fiji, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand) did not
include questions on educational attainment on the

household schedule, so detailed comparisons of dif-
ferentials in age at marriage are not possible for all
countries. Furthermore, the topics which were covered
in the household interviews were not covered in the
same detail as they were in the individual interviews.
For example, there were no probing questions which
would allow careful consistency checks. The individual
questionnaires, on the contrary, included a number of
probes and provided considerable opportunity for
consistency checks. Colombia, and other Latin Amer-
ican countries, included single women in both the
household and the individual surveys, and Flérez and
Goldman (1980) were able to compare both sets of
data. They found in Colombia that serious errors did
arise in the household survey, probably because sepa-
rated and divorced women were identified in the
household survey as never having been married. Smith
(1980b) examined the proportions of women ever-
married, based on data for five Latin American surveys
in which single women were interviewed in both
household and individual questionnaires. Although the
estimates from the two sources were usually close, in
every case the proportions married at ages under 30
were higher in the individual survey than in the
household survey.

In addition to bias introduced by household ques-
tions on marital status, there may also be a bias in the
reporting of the ages of either single or ever-married
women. The existence of such biases clearly would
lower the quality of any age at marriage estimates.
Neither the magnitude nor the direction of these biases
is known. If, as was the case with information on
marital status, age data gathered from individual
interviews are more accurate than those gathered from
household interviews, then the problems of age mis-
statement should be less severe in those Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean countries in which women were
interviewed in detail regardless of marital status.

Finally, we would caution the reader against
attaching substantive interpretations to small quantita-
tive differences in age at first marriage. In addition to
being subject to the usual errors which result from
sampling, these results are also subject to the biases
described above. Since we do not know the extent to
which these biases operate, we feel that caution in using
these results is most appropriate,



3 National Patterns of Age
at First Marriage

in the Cross National Summary on age at first
marriage, Smith (1980b) reported that there was a
considerable amount of variation in marriage patterns
among the 19 countries considered. Women in Bang-
ladesh marry at the youngest ages, with marriages often
arranged before puberty. The range of ages at first
marriage is considerable among the other Asian coun-
tries, with Korea showing a pattern of relatively late
marriage and the other countries occupying positions in
between Korea and Bangladesh. The one common
pattern shared among all Asian countries is the
proportion of women who ultimately marry. This
proportion is over 95 per cent in all countries. In
addition, recent changes in age at first marriage have
been more substantial in Asia than in Latin America
and the Caribbean. Over the five-year period prior to
each survey, the singulate mean age at marriage has
increased in the Asian countries by between one and
two years. In Latin America changes in age at marriage
have been much smaller than the changes reported in
Asia. Increases in the singulate mean age at marriage in
Latin America are on average about half the level of
the changes in Asia.

Latin American countries are more homogeneous in
terms of the ages at which women marry, but show
more variation in the proportions of women who ever
marry. These proportions range from 98 per cent in
Jamaica to 90 per cent in Colombia and Costa Rica.
Although Guyana and Jamaica have somewhat youn-
ger and more intensive first union patterns than other
Latin American countries, differences within Latin
America are not as great as those within Asia.



4  Urban-Rural Differen

It. is a common approach to the description of a
demographic event to consider both the level of that
event and its distribution over some time dimension.
Such an approach can usefully be applied to the study
of first marriages. In our presentation of the results, we
focus on several indicators of the level and time pattern
of first marriages. We will examine the ages at which
women start to marry, the typical age at first marriage
among groups of women, and the proportion of women
who ever marry before the end of their reproductive
life. Information on each of these aspects of the
marriage patterns of urban and rural women is pre-
sented in table 1.

We can learn about the ages at which women start to
marry by examining the proportion of women currently
aged 15-19 who were married by the time of the
surveys. These proportions, given in the first column of
table 1, vary considerably from country to country and
vary systematically by region of residence. In most
countries, Guyana being the exception, rural women
aged 15-19 are much more likely than urban women to
have been married. In Sri Lanka and Fiji the differ-
ences are quite small, but in most other countries the

es in Age at First Marriage

differences are quite large, either in relative or absolute
terms. In Bangladesh, for example, the country with
the highest proportion married among young women,
the proportion of rural women married by age 15-19 is
16 per cent greater than the proportion of urban
women married. In Indonesia, Thailand, Costa Rica,
and Panama more than twice as many rural women
than urban women are married by age 15-19.

The conclusion that rural women start to marry
before urban women is supported further by an
examination of the smgulate mean age at marriage
(SMAM)' for women in both groups. These results are

! The singulate mean age at marriage (SMAM), introduced by Hajnal
in 1953, measures the mean number of years spent single among
women ultimately marrying, and as such provides a good summary
measure of age at marriage.

Hajnal’s formula is:

49
SMAM =[(2 prop. single at i) — (50 prop. single at 45-54) |/
i=0

(1 — prop. single at 45-54).
The data in this paper derive from five-year age groups.

Table 1 Proportion of Women Ever Married by Age and Area of Residence, and Singulate Mean Age at Marriage

Age Singulate Difference

mean age over

at previous
Country 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 marriage 5 years
Asia and Pacific?
Bangladesh
Urban 552 .882 .970 .986 1.000 1.000 1.000 17.2 +1.0
Rural 715 958 .993 .999 .994 .998 1.000 15.5 +0.8
Fiji
Urban 110 .629 .894 .961 .969 .992 .994 22.1 +1.0
Rural 136 677 921 .965 966 .970 .986 21.5 +1.1
Indonesia
Urban 201 .585 877 .949 978 .986 .994 21.9 +1.5
Rural 421 .854 .963 .986 .987 .993 993 18.5 +0.8
Jordan
Urban 161 .585 .845 944 .964 .977 981 221 +1.6
Rural 287 778 942 974 .996 .985 991 19.8 +1.5
Korea, Rep. of
Urban .019 .366 .884 .984 .994 .998 .995 23.7 +0.5
Rural 037 466 921 .992 .994 .996 .998 22.2 +0.8

? Including West Asia

10



Table 1 (cont.)

Singulate Difference
Age mean age over
' at previous
Country 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 marriage 5 years
Malaysia
Urban 035 416 762 .889 918 .969 .996 25.0 +1.2
Rural 153 .595 .860 .947 .989 .993 994 22.1 +1.2
Pakistan .
Urban 279 702 .897 974 .966 981 992 20.7 +1.5
Rural 424 813 922 .963 978 .990 995 19.2 +1.1
Philippines
Urban .049 316 .634 .812 .866 915 912 25.3 +1.7
Rural .096 .489 153 .892 .937 .968 957 23.4 +1.7
Sri Lanka
Urban .062 385 .637 .852 .899 .940 961 25.3 +1.7
Rural .067 395 .697 872 .953 959 .986 25.0 +1.8
Thailand ’
Urban .078 .380 .604 769 .865 952 .886. 244 +1.1
Rural 170 632 .854 .924 .948 .965 .981 22.1 +1.0
Latin America
and Caribbean
Colombia
Urban 120 .520 753 .881 .876 .895 .908 22.7 +0.9
Rural 229 .652 .822 .898 .879 942 .910 20.6 +0.6
Costa Rica
Urban 127 467 702 .860 .846 .844 .887 23.3 +0.2
Rural 261 .660 811 .900 .900 .940 925 20.8 -0.2
Dominican Rep.
Urban 239 .652 .869 937 .966 974 .963 20.8 +1.2
Rural 328 .835 .949 972 .994 976 976 19.0 +0.8
Guyana
Urban .368 766 931 .967 954 .967 .980 19.6 +0.1
Rural 351 721 .926 987 973 .986 .980 19.7 +0.7
Jamaica
Urban 461 .879 .966 .990 .964 985 972 18.0 —0.5
Rural 535 .885 923 .989 .969 991 991 18.3 -0.1
Mexico ; _
Urban 133 .551 192 .899 917 942 948 22.6 +0.7
Rural 257 705 .886 .929 955 955 .967 20.6 +0.9
Panama
Urban 189 597 .848 .907 .928 .962 972 222 +0.4
Rural 397 762 .932 963 967 976 993 19.6 +0.2
Peru
Urban 119 .460 736 .905 .895 .962 937 23.2 +1.3
Rural .188 .656 .544 .867 947 .933 954 21.7 +1.4

11



also presented in table 1. In most countries in both Asia
and Latin America, rural women marry on average
about two years before urban women. Sri Lanka and
Fiji, in Asia, and Guyana and Jamaica in the Carib-
bean, are the exceptions. In these countries rural and
urban SMAMs are within one-half a year of each other,

and in Jamaica and Guyana the rural SMAMs are
slightly higher than the urban ones.

Our examination of the proportion of young women
who have ever married, and their mean age at
marriage, demonstrates clearly that there are important
differences between rural and urban women in the

Figure 1  Age by which 25 Per Cent of Women Marry, for Cohorts of Ages 15-19, 20-29, 30-39 and 40-49, by Area of

Residence
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Figure 1 (cont.)
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Figure 2 Age by which 50 Per Cent of Women Marry, for Cohorts of Ages 15-19, 20-29, 30-39 and 40-49, by Area of
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Figure 2 (cont.)
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timing of their first marriages. These differences exist
in countries in which women marry early, such as
Bangladesh, as well as in countries in which women
marry later, such as Philippines and Costa Rica.
However, the ultimate level of marriage in most of
these countries is similar among rural and urban
women. Considering the proportion of women ever
married by age 45-49, we see that in much of Asia most
urban and rural women marry at some time before this
age. In six out of the nine Asian countries, more than
98 per cent of both- urban and rural women have
married by age 45-49. The proportions are somewhat
lower only among urban women in Philippines, Sri
Lanka and Thailand. Countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean are more varied in terms of the
proportions of women who ever marry. Four countries,
Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica and Panama,
are similar to the Asian countries in that almost all
women marry in both rural and urban areas. In three of
these four, Guyana being the exception, urban women
are slightly less likely than rural women to have been
married by age 45-49. In the other four Latin American
countries, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru,
proportions married by 45-49 are somewhat lower, and
in each of these countries urban women are also slightly
less likely to marry before the end of their reproductive
lives.

Each of the estimates discussed above were based on
marriage patterns at the time of the surveys. However,
as Smith (1980b) has shown, age at marriage in these
countries has been changing recently. In an attempt to
describe the magnitudes of changes in age at marriage
and any differences in the rate of change between rural
and urban areas, we have calculated the difference
between SMAMSs at the time of each survey and
SMAMs for the period five years before the surveys.
These differences for the rural and urban areas of each
country are presented in the last column of table 1.
Although marriage is generally later in urban areas,
there is no evidence to suggest that recent changes in
age at marriage were greater in urban areas. Indonesia
and Guyana show the greatest differences between
rural and urban areas in the rate of change. In
Indonesia the SMAM for urban women increased by
1.5 years, whereas the SMAM for rural women
increased only by 0.8 years. The pattern in Guyana was
reversed, with the urban SMAM increasing by 0.1 years
and the rural by 0.7 years. On average, increases in age
at marriage were greater in Asia and the Pacific than
they were in Latin America and the Caribbean.

However, the singulate mean age at marriage, as
formulated by Hajnal, is only a completely appropriate
measure of marriage patterns in populations in which
age at marriage is not changing. The results presented
in table 1 make it clear that age at marriage has
changed in most countries. In order to make use of
measures which are more appropriate for an analysis of
changing marriage patterns, we have calculated cohort-
specific life tables to measure the probability of
marriage by single year of age for both rural and urban
women. These complete tables are presented in appen-
dix tables A1 and A2, in which the cumulative
probabilities of first marriage are reported, and graphic
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summaries of the results are presented in figures 1 and
2. A more extensive discussion of life-table methodolo-
gy and its application to the study of first marriages can
be found in Smith (1980a; 1980b).

In order to describe both the age at which marriage
begins in a population and the population’s typical age
at marriage, we have graphed two life-table functions
for each age cohort and each type of place of residence.
Results in figure 1 show the age by which 25 per cent of
a cohort have married, and results in figure 2 show the
age by which 50 per cent of a cohort have married. The
increasing ages at first marriage among both rural and
urban women in Asia are shown clearly in figures 1 and
2. Both the age by which 25 per cent have married and
the age by which 50 per cent have married are higher
for the younger cohorts of women than they were for
the older cohorts. In most Asian countries, the cohort
changes in age at marriage are quite similar among
urban and rural women. The graphs of ages for urban
women roughly parallel those for rural women in all
Asian countries except Thailand, where the change in
age at marriage appears to have been greater among
urban women. Pakistan, Jordan and Philippines show a
slight tendency for urban-rural differences to be greater
among the youngest women, but these differences are
quite small.

The graphs of the first quartiles (or the age by which
25 per cent of women have married) and the medians
(or the age by which 50 per cent have married) are very
similar in the nine Asian countries. Both the urban-
rural differences, measured by the distance between
the two lines in each graph, and the patterns of change
in age at marriage over time, measured by the slopes of
the two lines in each graph, are similar whether first
quartiles or medians are graphed. These results sug-
gest, at least in the Asian countries, that changes in the
timing of marriage and urban-rural differences in age at
marriage are largely due to differences in the behaviour
of very young women. Very early marriage is less likely
to occur in urban areas, and the changes in both urban
and rural marriage patterns are the result not of a shift
of marriage patterns among women of all ages, butof a
decrease in marriage among very young women.

Life-table analysis of rural-urban differences in age
at first marriage in Latin American countries does not
produce as consistent a pattern as exists among Asian
countries. The graphs in figures 1 and 2 of first quartiles
and median ages at first marriage in Latin America
show smaller changes than were shown for the Asian
countries. By and large, the slopes of the lines in the
graphs are closer to horizontal for the Latin American
countries. There are differences between the rural and
urban areas of each country, with urban marriage being
later. However, in Jamaica the difference between the
two groups is very small, and in Guyana it appears that
the difference exists only among older women. In the
other six countries the differences between rural and
urban marriage ages appear to be slightly greater
among young women, although the differences may be
too small to be considered important. As was the case
among the Asian countries, the graphs of the first
quartiles are very similar in form to the graphs of the
medians.



5 Educational Differences in Age at First Marriage

It is generally assumed that very early marriage for
women is associated with relatively low levels of
education. Using the approaches followed in the
previous chapter, we will consider the extent to which
women’s education is associated with age at first
marriage. Our examination of the relation between age
at first marriage and education will not assume any
pattern of causality between the two variables. One
could consider arguments to support the idea that a
certain level of education among women in a popula-
tion would be a determinant of age at marriage.
However, there are also reasonable arguments to
support the idea that certain cultural patterns related to
the age at which women may marry would determine
the level of education a woman might be able to
achieve. We will not attempt to distinguish between
these two sets of arguments; in this chapter we will
simply describe the association between age at mar-
riage and education.

Considering the results in table 2, we see that there is
a strong association between level of education and the
proportion of women who are married at age 15-19. In
every country, substantially fewer women with relative-
ly more education are married at this age. In some
countries, including Costa Rica, Dominican Republic
and Jordan, the highest proportion married among
women aged 15-19 is not in the ‘no education’ category
but is in the category of women who have had between
one and three years at school. In these countries,
however, the general pattern of association holds;
women with relatively more education are less likely
than women with less education to be married at age
15-19.

The patterns of association between education and
early marriage are generally the same as those between
education and the mean age at marriage, measured by
SMAMs. In most countries women with seven or more
years of education marry several years later than
women with less education. Guyana and Jamaica
deviate from the general pattern. In Guyana the
association is similar in form to that in most countries,
in that women with more education tend to marry later,
but the magnitude of the differences among categories
is not as great as it is in other countries. In Jamaica, all
women, except those who have no education, marry on
average at about the same age, whereas Jamaican
women with no education marry much later. However,
the recognition of visiting unions in Jamaica and
Guyana makes the results from these countries particu-
larly difficult to interpret.

The level of marriage among young women and the
average age at marriage vary systematically by level of
education, as we have just shown. These differences in

the early marriage patterns of women do not persist
with the same strength through to the end of their
reproductive lives. In Asian and Pacific countries in
particular, almost all women at every level of education
have married by age 45-49. The major exception to this
pattern occurs among Filipino women with seven or
more years of education; slightly fewer than 10 per cent
of these women have never married by this age. In
Latin American countries it is more common for a
larger proportion of women to remain unmarried at age
45-49, and there is some association in these countries
between the proportion married at this age and level of
education. In each of these countries, more than 8 per
cent of women with seven or more years of education
have never married by age 45-49, and in Mexico the
figure is more than 15 per cent. In Dominican
Republic, Guyana, Jamaica and Mexico, women at all
other levels of education are almost all married at this
age; whereas in Costa Rica and Colombia only among
those women with no education do more than 93 per
cent marry,

The results in the last column of table 2 show no
general pattern of association between level of educa-
tion and either the direction or amount of change in
mean age at marriage over the five-year period before
the surveys. In Jordan and Bangladesh, for example,
the greatest increases in age at marriage occurred
among women with no education and women with the
highest level of education. In Philippines the greatest
increases occurred among women with one to three
years of education. Changes in age at marriage were
smaller overall in the Latin American countries and the
results from these countries show even less of a pattern
of association between differences in age at marriage
over time and education.

Figures 3 and 4 present graphs of the ages by which
25 per cent and 50 per cent of women marry, for
cohorts of women in each educational category. These
figures are based on the complete set of cohort and
education-specific life tables presented in appendix
tables A3 and A4. The patterns produced by the
quartile graphs are quite similar to those produced by
the median graphs. These graphs show that higher
levels of education are associated with later ages at
marriage. The association between education and age
at marriage is clearest among the Latin American
countries. In these countries, with the exception of
Jamaica, there is very regular ordering of age at
marriage by education. Women with the highest level
of education have the latest marriage ages; those with
the lowest levels of education have the youngest
marriage ages. Since there have been only minor
changes in age at marriage among women in most
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education groups in Latin America, these regular America. Because the educational groups have experi-

paiterns are irue for all age cohorts. Although the enced different changes in age at marriage in Asian
overall positive association between level of education countries, more of the lines in figures 3 and 4 cross each
and age at marriage exists in Asian countries as well, other, producing a somewhat irregular pattern.

the patterns are not as regular as those found in Latin

Table 2 Proportion of Women Ever Married by Age and Years of Education, and Singulate Mean Age at Marriage

Age Singulate Difference
mean age over
: at previous
Country 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 marriage 5 years

Asia and Pacific?

Bangladesh

No education .750 978 .990 .997 .995 .998 1.000 15.0 +0.7
1-3 Years 155 992 1.000 1.000 .980 1.000 1.000 15.1 +0.6
4-6 Years .633 .941 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 16.5 +1.1
7+ Years .460 .663 925 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 19.5 +0.7
Jordan

No education  .397 .802 .941 .967 .987 979 .987 19.2 +1.2
1-3 Years .407 761 947 962 .990 1.000 .985 18.7 +0.8
4-6 Years. 355 .780 917 952 .940 981 .964 19.3 +0.6
7+ Years 115 503 765 916 .939 975 .967 232 +1.5
Korea, Rep. of -

No education .147 .583 .943 .991 991 .996 .997 21.7 +0.9
1-3 Years 100 .694 .969 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 21.2 +0.6
4-6 Years 041 .520 .943 .992 997 .997 .997 22.5 +0.5
7+ Years 011 297 .844 977 990 .998 992 24.2 +0.1
Malaysia

No education  .202 .630 .867 .936 970 .987 .998 21.9 +1.4
1-3 Years 176 .663 913 .967 974 .987 .988 21.3 +1.1
4-6 years .184 .605 .845 932 965 .985 .992 22.2 +0.6
7+ Years 041 .353 .693 .849 .906 943 971 25.5 +2.3
Pakistan

No education  .448 .840 .933 .970 .982 .990 .996 18.9 +1.0
1-3 Years 311 755 923 1.000 .938 950 .950 19.0 +0.6
4-6 Years 228 .662 .860 976 .958 1.000 .938 20.0 +1.3
7+ Years .063 .383 726 .800 .897 1.000 1.000 25.7 +1.8
Philippines

No education .134 .637 .622 705 .881 .910 .929 24.1 +1.7
1-3 Years .143 .686 .850 .934 930 950 .968 21.6 +2.2
4-6 Years 125 564 .805 911 .937 967 .959 22.5 +1.5
7+ Years .040 297 .617 .804 .873 936 .909 25.4 +1.5

# Including West Asia.
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Table 2 (cont.)

Singulate Difference
Age mean age over
at previous

Country 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 marriage 5 years
Latin America
and Caribbean
Colombia
No education  .382 760 909 939 .864 936 956 19.5 +0.5
1-3 Years 217 700 .807 .894 .809 .907 .892 20.2 +0.6
4-6 Years 138 579 766 897 .895 .932 882 211 +0.3
7+ Years .088 362 .684 825 875 .839 .905 24.7 +1.0
Costa Rica
No education  .143 476 781 .804 .829 .889 .950 24.4 +0.8
1-3 Years .389 756 .804 911 902 .919 .876 18.1 -0.7
4-6 Years 239 .641 749 .869 .850 .906 927 22.0 -0.1
7+ Years .084 410 716 881 .896 .803 871 233 -0.1
Dominican Rep.
No education  .431 .934 .917 975 1.000 .967 975 18.0 +0.3
1-3 Years 451 .907 1.000 984 1.000 972 976 17.4 +0.4
4-6 Years .243 .843 .942 951 .986 1.000 976 19.4 +1.4
7+ Years 173 .466 748 .875 .893 971 926 22.7 +0.7
Guyana
No education 1.000 1.000 .833 .933 1.000 973 1.000 15.1 -0.3
1-3 Years 509 .842 .973 978 .989 974 .985 18.1 +0.4
4-6 Years .534 .863 946 .994 972 .988 987 18.0 +0.1
7+ Years 304 701 .897 927 903 944 .895 18.8 -0.1
Jamaica
No education  .000 .500 1.000 .500 875 1.000 1.000 25.6 -0.3
1-3 Years 553 .895 976 1.000 .986 1.000 1.000 17.8 -0.1
4-6 Years 574 .905 972 .996 979 991 991 17.6 -0.2
7+ Years .400 831 917 952 .936 .943 909 17.5 -0.7
Mexico
No education  .539 .830 .965 974 965 .955 961 17.4 +0.2
1-3 Years 405 791 915 .933 955 .959 974 19.4 0
4-6 Years 253 .688 .818 .888 933 921 967 21.7 +0.1
7+ Years 084 .457 750 .837 .907 .865 .844 21.9 -0.3
Panama
No education  .385 769 .939 957 976 .978 .978 18.6 +0.5
1-3 Years 471 .838 941 962 963 .976 977 18.4 -0.2
4-6 Years 401 788 943 966 960 971 993 194 +0.2
7+ Years 158 558 817 .883 914 956 .969 22.9 +0.2
Peru
No education  .216 706 .858 907 942 .946 958 21.0 +1.3
1-3 Years 217 720 .887 931 942 951 .943 20.3 +1.5
4-6 Years 162 .615 .807 923 934 .966 944 21.6 +1.1
7+ Years .070 333 .629 .826 .790 950 .980 25.0 +0.8
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Figure 3 Age by which 25 Per Cent of Women Marry, for Cohorts of Ages 15-19, 20-29, 30-39 and 40-49, by Years of

Education
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Figure 3 (cont.)
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Figure 4 Age by which 50 Per Cent of Women Marry, for Cohorts of Ages 15-19, 20-29, 30-39 and 40-49, by Years of

Education
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Figure 4 (cont.)
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6 Summary

Urban versus rural residence and higher versus lower
levels of education are strongly associated with the age
at which a woman marries for the first time. Both urban
women and women with relatively higher levels of
education are less likely than their rural or less
well-educated counterparts to be married by the end of
their teenage years and are more likely to have a higher
mean age at marriage. Although substantial differences
in the age at which women marry exist among
categories of education and residence, there are few
differences in the proportion of women who ever
marry. Especially in countries in Asia and the Pacific,
almost all women, regardless of area of residence or
education, have married by age 45-49. Proportions
ultimately marrying are lower in some Latin American
countries, and there is a tendency in these countries for
fewer urban women and fewer well-educated women to
be married by age 45-49. However, in four Latin
American countries (the Dominican Republic,
Guyana, Jamaica and Panama), proportions ultimately
marrying are almost as high as in Asia, and are only
lower among women with seven or more years of
education.

There have been important changes in mean age at
marriage between the time each survey was taken and
the period five years before the surveys. The increases
in age at marriage over this time were much larger in
Asia than in Latin America; one to two years on
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average for the former against half a year {o one year
for the latter. These changes occurred at roughly the
same level among both urban and rural women.
Although there was a considerable amount of variation
among countries in regard to the magnitude of the
increase in age at marriage, there were only relatively
small differences between the amount of change in the
rural and urban areas of each country. The amount of
change in age at marriage, and in some cases, even the
direction of the change did vary more among educa-
tional groups in each country. However, there was little
pattern to the variation; neither higher nor lower
education appeared to be associated with either the
amount or the direction of change.

These conclusions are based on an examination of
several measures of the level and age pattern of first
marriage in each country. Proportions ever married by
five-year age groups and singulate mean ages at
marriage were calculated as at the survey dates, as were
the differences between current SMAMs and those
recorded five years before each survey. In addition,
single-year life tables measuring the probability of first
marriage were calculated separately for cohorts of
women and separately within categories of area of
residence and level of education. In general the
conclusions based on the analysis of proportions ever
married and SMAMs agreed with those based on the
analysis of the life tables.
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