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INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The First Report of the Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey 
(RPFS) represents the culmination of the joint efforts of the World Fertility 
Survey (WFS) and the Government of the Republic of the Philippines represented 
by the National Census and Statistics Office (NCSO). The survey was under­
taken in 1978, ten years after the first nationwide demographic survey was 
launched in May 1968 under the auspices of the NCSO and the University of the 
Philippines Population Institute (UPPI). The RPFS was conducted with the 
objective of obtaining national and subnational data on fertility levels, 
trends and differentials, and on contraceptive knowledge, attitudes and use. 

The Philippines has baffled demographers and social scientists because 
its social and economic indicators have placed it in a class of countries with 
declining fertility levels and yet, the country has reported no evidence of 
fertility decline. The nation1s variegated geography, economy and social 
structure make it an ideal site for the study of the how and why of reproductive 
behavior. In order to evaluate the differences in fertility emanating from the 
diverse conditions obtaining within its borders, the Philippines was sub­
divided tnto seven domains based on some of these perdurable differences. Fur­
thermore, it was hoped that more rellable fertility data could be obtained by a 
corps of well-trained and well-supervised interviewers than could be collected 
in a census. 

This report represents a first attempt to describe the fertility and 
contraceptive situation in the Philippines. Basic tables prepared in accordance 
with the WFS guidelines are appended. Secondary analysis of the data will con­
stitute the bulk of the work that remains to be done. Special techniques and 
in-depth analysis will hopefully be undertaken not only by the institutions 
collaborating in this pursuit but by others who have a stake in the Philippine 
future. 

The RPFS was undertaken over a three-years period. This endeavor owes its 
success to the active participation and wholehearted dedication of a whole host 
of people. 

Thanks are due to Sir Maurice G. Kendall, Project Director of the World 
Fertility Survey (WFS) , for his patience and his many concessions to the Project 
staff during the conduct of this survey. Acknowledgments are due to a number of 
WFS staff who have made a number of visits to the Philippines in the course of the 
inquiry. To Dr. Christopher Scott and Mr. Roy Henwick, whose help in the early 
stages of the project formulation and implementation is herewith appreciated. 
Special mention must be made of the ever-ready and friendly assistance of 
Dr. Alphonse L~ MacDonald, Country Coordinator, who, during his many visits to 
the country has come to know more about the Philippines and the Filipinos than 
some of its citizens. Mr. Manuel V. Pasaba, Data Processing Coordinator, 
labored long and arduously at the NCSO together with the EDP personnel to con­
vert the data collected in the field into the tables appearing in Appendix I. 

The Director-General of the National Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA), Minister Gerardo P. Sicat, is to be thanked most sincerely for placing 
his senior staff at the disposal of the project and for mustering the re­
sources of the NEDA for the successful completion of this Survey. 
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To Acting Executive Director Mr. Benjamin D. de Leon, Commission on 
Population, goes our grateful acknowledgment for his valuable support, parti­
cularly at the field level, to facilitate the transfer of interview teams 
from one sample barangay to another and for smoothing out problems encountered 
during the fieldwork. 

In all the different stages of this inquiry, the staffs of both the 
NCSO and the UPPI have joined hands to ensure that the high standards of the 
WFS were upheld and maintained at all times. Without them, this survey would 
have remained a plan on paper. The contributors to this Report appear on 
another page and shall here remain unidentified. 

To the indefatigable mappers, listers, interviewers, field editors, 
team supervisors, regional survey supervisors, and to the typists and drafts­
men who participated in this international endeavor, go our warmest thanks 
and congratulations for a job well done. This First Report is a reflection 
of the success of their operations. 

Finally, this volume is dedicated to the Filipino women whose revela­
tions on such a personal and intimate issue have augmented our knowledge and 
understanding of Filipino reproductive behavior. 

Tito A. Mijares, Project Director 

Mercedes B. Concepcion, Co-Project Director 

vi 



Table 1.1 
Table 2.1 
Table 2.2 

Table 2.3 

Table 3.1 

Table 3.2 
Table 3.3 

Table 3.4 
T'lble 3.5 
Table 3.6 
Table 3.7 

Table 3.8A 

Table 3.8B 

Table 3.8C 

Table 3.8D 

Table 4.1 

Table 4.2 

Table 4.3 

Table 4.4 

Table 4.5 
Table 4.6 

Table 4.7 

Table 5.1 

Table 5.2 

LIST OF TABLES IN TEXT 

Population Growth in the Philippines: 1591-1975 .......................... . 
Summary Report of Selected and Covered Sample Areas: Main Survey .......... . 
Summary Report of Interview Results of Sample Households by Stratum: 

Main Survey ................................................... . 
Summary Report of Interview Results of Eligible Respondents by Stratum: 

Page 
5 

28 

29 

Main Survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 30 
Age and Sex Composition of the Population: 1975 Population 

Census and 1978 RPFS ........................................... 37 
Index of Age Preference for Digits 0 and 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 38 
Per Cent Distribution of Women by Single Year of Age for Women 

43 to 53 Years Old. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 39 
Unweighted and Weighted Frequencies for Explanatory Variables. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 46 
Unweighted and Weighted Frequencies for Demographic Variables. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 48 
Relative Distribution of Categories of Background Variables by Current Age. .. . . .. 50 
Relative Distribution of Categories of Background Variables by 

Marital Duration ................................................ . 
Inter-Relationships Between Explanatory Variables: Per Cent Distribution of an 
Explanatory Variable According to Categories Within Eac~l Category of 
the Other Variable .................................................. . 
Inter-Relationships Between Explanatory Variables: Per cent Distribution 
of an Explanatory Variable According to Categories Within Each Category 
of the Other Variable ................................................ . 
Inter-Relationships Between Explanatory Variables: Per Cent Distribution 
of an Explanatory Variable According to Categories Within Each Category 

53 

56 

58 

of the Other Variable ............................... '.' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 60 
Inter-Relationships Between Explanatory Variables: Per Cent Distribution 
of an Explanatory Variable According to Categories Within Each Category 
of the Other Variable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 62 
The Per Cent Distribution According to Current Marital Status of All 
Women in the RPFS, By Current Age. .. .. .... . . . . .. ...... . . .. ...... .. .. .. 66 
Percentage Distribution of Age At First Marriage of Ever-Married Women 
Aged 25-49 Who Were Married Before 25 Years of Age '" .................. " 68 
Mean Age at First Marriage of Those Women Who Married Before Age 25 
by Selected Background Variables ...................................... , 69 
Percentage of Women Who Were Reported as Currently Married or Never-
Married According to the CensUs of 1948, 1960, 1970 and 1975 and 1978 
RPFS by Age at That Time ............................................ 72 
Characteristics of Marriage Stability by Years Since First Marriage .............. 73 
Average Percentage of Time Spent Since First Marriage Which Has Been 
Spent in the Married State, by Current Age and Age at First Marriage. . . . . . . . . . .. 74 
Per Cent Distribution of Ever-Married Women According to Exposure 
Status by Selected Demographic Variables. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 76 
Per Cent Distribution of All Ever-Married Women According to the Number 
of Children Ever Born by Current Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 81 
Per Cent Distribution of Ever-Married and Currently Married Women Aged 
45-49 by the Number of Children Ever Born ............................... 82 

xi 



Table 5.3 Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women Aged 45-49 
Years By Selected Background Variables .................................. 86 

Table 5.4 Mean Parity of All Women and Ever-Married Women by Age Group From 
Various Sources ..................................................... '87 

Table 5.5 Mean Children Ever Born Per Ever-Married and Currently Married Women 
by Years Since First Marriage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 89 

Table 5.6 Mean Children Ever Born Per Currently Married Women by Years Since First 
Marriage and Age at First Marriage Confmed to Women Less Than 40 Years 
of Age ............................................................. 92 

Table 5.7 Mean Number of Children Born to Ever-Married Women Who Have Been 
Married for 10-19 Years at the Time of the Survey by Selected Background 
Variables .......................................................... 93 

Table 5.8 Per Cent Distribution of Women Who First Married at Least 5 Years Ago 
According to Interval Between First Marriage and First Birth by Age at 
First Marriage, Mean Number of Children Born in First Five Years Since 
Marriage and Per Cent Childless ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 95 

Table 5.9 Mean Number of Children Within First 5 Years of Marriage Confmed to 

Table 5.10 

Table 5.11 

Table 5.12 

Table 5.13 

Table 5.14 

Table 5.15 

Table 5.16 
Table 6.1 

Table 6.2 

Table 6.3 

Table 6.4 

Table 6.5 

Table 6.6 

. Women with 1 0-19 Years of Marital Exposure by Selected Background 
Variables ..........................................................' 97 
The Mean Number of Live Births in the Past Five Years to Women 
Continuously Married During This Interval, and the Percentage 
Reporting a Current Pregnancy by Age ................................... 98 
Mean Number of Children Born in the Past Five Years to Women Who 
Have Been Continuously in Married State in the Last Five Years by 
Background Variables ................................................ 100 
Age-Specific Fertility and Marital Fertility Rates for 1965 and 1970 (NDS) 
and 1977 (RPFS) ................................................... 102 
Age and Period-Specific Rates from 1978 RPFS or Five-Year Time Intervals 
from 1945 to 1977 and Five-Year Age Intervals ............................ 105 
Percentage Distribution According to Number of Children Ever-Born and 
Still Living for All Ever-Married Women and for Those Currently Aged 
45-49 ............................................................. 107 
Percentage Distribution of Women Currently Aged 25-34 According to 
Child Losses, by Number of Children Ever Born ............................ 108 
Provisional Estimates of Infant Mortality for 1971-1977 ..................... 109 
Percentage of Currently Married Fecund Women Who Want No More 
Children or Who Have Been Sterilized by Current Age, Family 
Size and Years Since First Marriage ...................................... 112 
Percentage of Currently Married Fecund Women Aged 25-34 Who Want 
No More Children or Who Have Been Sterilized by Selected Background 
Variables .......................................................... 114 
Mean Additional Number of Children Wanted by Current Age, Family 
Size, and Years Since First Marriage ..................................... 115 
Mean Total Number of Children Desired by All Currently Married 
Women by Current Age, by Family Size, and by Years Since First 
Marriage .......................................................... 116 
Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women According to 
Whether Current Family Size (CFS) Exceeds, Equals or Falls Short 
of Desired Family Size (DFS) .......................................... 118 
Mean Total Number of Children Desired by Currently MaiTied 
Women Aged 25-34, by Background Variables ............................. 119 

xii 



2.6 Field Staff, Recruitment and Training ............................... 22 

2.6.1 Mapping and Listing of Selected Sample Areas ......................... 22 

2.6.2 The Main Fieldwork ............................................. 23 

2.6.3 

2.7 

The Post-Enumeration Survey ..................................... . 

Publicity ...................................................... 

24 

24 

2.8 Fieldwork Execution and Supervision ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 

2.8.1 Mapping and Listing of Sample Areas ................................ 25 

2.8.2 Main Fieldwork ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 

2.8.3 The Post-Enumeration Survey ...................................... 26 

2.9 Response Rates ................................................. 26 

2.9.1 Coverage of Sample Areas ......................................... 27 

2.9.2 Coverage of Households ......................................... . 

2.9.3 Coverage of Individual Respondents .............................. . 

2.9.4 Coverage of the Post-Enumeration Survey ............................ LI 

2.10 Data Preparation ................................................ 27 

2.11 DataProcessing ................................................. 31 

2.12 Report Writing ................................................. 33 

2.13 Timetable ..................................................... 34 

CHAPTER 3 INTRODUCTION TO ANALYSIS .................................. 35 

3.1 Introduction ................................................... 35 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

CHAPTER 4 

4.1 

4.2 

4.2.1 

4.2.2 

Preliminary Evaluation of the Data on Age Reporting .................... 36 

Description of the Explanatory Variables ............................. 41 

Demographic Composition of the Explanatory Variables .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 47 

Association Between Explanatory Variables ........................... 55 

NUPTIALITY AND EXPOSURE TO CHILDBEARING .................. 65 

Introduction ................................................... 65 

Age at First Marriage ............................................. 65 

Current Marital Status ............................................ 66 

Levels and Trends in Age at First Marriage ............................ 67 

4.3 Differentials in Age at First Marriage .............................. " 68 

viii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT ..................................... v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................... vii 

LIST OF TABLES IN TEXT .................................................... xi 

LIST OF FIGURES ........................................................... xv 

CHAPTER 1 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.4.1 

1.4.2 

1.4.3 

1.4.4 

1.4.5 

1.4.6 

1.4.7 

1.4.8 

1.4.9 

CHAPTER 2 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.3.1 

2.3.2 

2.3.3 

2.4 

2.5 

BACKGROUND OF THE SURVEY ............................... . 

Introduction ................................................. . 

Main Objectives ............................................... . 

Organizational Responsibilities ................................... . 

Social and Demographic Background ............................... . 

Population Growth .......... _ ................................. . 

Age and Sex Composition ....................................... . 

Marital Status ................................................. . 

Fertility ..................................................... . 

Mortality : ..•................................................. 

Literacy and Education ......................................... . 

Household Size ............................................... . 

Manpower .................................................... . 

Population Policy .............................................. . 

METHODOLOGY AND ORGANIZATION .......................... . 

Outline of the Study Design 

Organization of the Technical Staff ................................ . 

The Questionnaires ............................................ . 

The Community Level Questionnaire .............................. . 

The Household Schedule ................... _ .................... . 

The Individual Questionnaire .................................... . 

Translation of the Questionnaires ................................. . 

The Pre-Test 

vii 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

11 

11 

13 

15 

15 

16 

17 

20 

22 



2.6 Field Staff, Recruitment and Training ............................... 22 

2.6.1 Mapping and Listing of Selected Sample Areas ......................... 22 

2.6.2 The Main Fieldwork ............................................. 23 

2.6.3 The Post-Enumeration Survey ...................................... 24 

2.7 Publicity ...................................................... 24 

2.8 Fieldwork Execution and Supervis~on .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 

2.8.1 Mapping and Listing of Sample Areas ................................ 25 

2.8.2 Main Fieldwork ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 

2.8.3 The Post-Enumeration Survey ...................................... 26 

2.9 Response Rates ................................................. 26 

2.9.1 Coverage of Sample Areas ......................................... 27 

2.9.2 Coverage of Households .......................................... 27 

2.9.3 Coverage of Individual Respondents ................................. 27 

2.9.4 Coverage of the Post-Enumeration Survey ............................ 27 

2.10 Data Preparation ................................................ 27 

2.11 Data Processing ................................................. 31 

2.12 Report Writing ................................................. 33 

2.13 Timetable ..................................................... 34 

CHAPTER 3 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

CHAPTER 4 

4.1 

4.2 

4.2.1 

4.2.2 

4.3 

INTRODUCTION TO ANALYSIS .................................. 35 

Introduction ................................................... 35 

Preliminary Evaluation of the Data on Age Reporting .................... 36 

Description of the Explanatory Variables ............................. 41 

Demographic Composition of the Explanatory Variables.. . . .... .. ... . . . .. 47 

Association Between Explanatory Variables ........................... 55 

NUPTIALITY AND EXPOSURE TO CIDLDBEARING .................. 65 

Introduction ................................................... 65 

Age at First Marriage ............................................. 65 

Current Marital Status ............................................ 66 

Levels and Trends in Age at First Marriage ............................ 67 

Differentials in Age at First Marriage .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 68 

viii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT ..................................... v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................... vii 

LIST OF TABLES IN TEXT .................................................... xi 

LIST OF FIGURES ........................................................... xv 

CHAPTER 1 BACKGROUND OF THE SURVEY ............................... . 1 

LZ 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

Introduction ................................................. . 

Main Objectives ............................................... . 

Organizational Responsibilities ................................... . 

1 

1 

2 

Social and Demographic Background ................................ 4 

Population Growth ............................................. 6 

LZ .. - Age and Sex Composition ........................................ 6 

Le, i:4.3 

1.4.4 

1.4.5 

1.4.6 

1.4.7 

1.4.8 

1.4.9 

CHAPTER 2 

2.1 

Marital Status .................................................. 6 

Fertility ...................................................... 7 

Mortality.; . ~ ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Literacy and Education .......................................... 7 

Household Size ................................................ 7 

Manpower ..................................................... .8 

Population Policy ............................................... 8 

METHODOLOGY AND ORGANIZATION ........................... 11 

Outline of the Study Design 11 

2.2 Organization of the Technical Staff ................................. 13 

2.3 The Questionnaires ............................................. 15 

2.3.1 The Community Level Questionnaire ............................... 15 

2.3.2 The Household Schedule ......................................... 16 

2.3.3 The Individual Questionnaire .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

2.4 Translation of the Questionnaires .................................. 20 

2.5 The Pre-Test 22 

vii 





LIST OF FIGURES 

Page 

Figure 1.1. Inter-Relationship of the Agencies and Inter-Agency Committees Involved in 
the Execution of the Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey .............. 3 

Figure 2.1. Organizational Structure of the Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey ...... 14 
Figure 2.2. Organization of Data Preparation Activities of the RPFS ...................... 32 
Figure 3.1. Per Cent Distribution of Age for Ever-Married Women Aged 15-49: 

Household Schedule and Individual Questionnaire .......................... 40 
Figure 5.1. Parity-Progression Ratios For Women Who Ever Achieved Specific Parities 

And Later Had At Least One More Child And Were Aged 45-49 Years at 
the Time of the Survey ............................................... 84 

Figure 5.2. Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women By Age From 
Various Sources. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90 

Figure 5.3. Age-Specific Fertility Rates: 1965, 1970 And 1977 for the Philippines .......... 103 
Figure 5.4. Age and Period Specific Rates From 1978 RPFS for Five-year Time 

Intervals From 1965 to 1977 and for Five-Year Age Intervals .................. 106 
Figure 9.1. Per Cent Distnbution of Breastfeeding, Full Breastfeeding, Post-Partum 

Amenorrhea and Post-Partum Abstinence for the Closed Pregnancy Interval ...... 148 
Figure 9.2. Per Cent Distribution of Breastfeeding, Full Breastfeeding, Post-Partum 

Amenorrhea and Post-Partum Abstinence for the Closed Pregnancy 
Interval ........................................................... 149 

Figure 9.3. Per Cent Distribution of Children Still Being Breastfed by Months Elapsed 
Since Birth in Last Closed Pregnancy Interval and All Births of the Last 
Three Years ........................................................ 158 

Figure 9.4. Per Cent Distribution of Duration of Post-Partum Amenorrhea in the Last 
Closed Pregnancy Interval and for All Pregnancies Occurred in the Last 
Three Years ........................................................ 163 

Figure 9.5. Mean Length of Post-Partum Amenorrhea by Months of Breastfeeding in 
Last Closed Pregnancy Interval ......................................... 165 

xv 



4.4 

4.5 

4.6 

CHAPTERS 

5.1 

5.2 

5.2.1 

5.2.2 

5.2.3 

5.2.4 

5.2.5 

5.2.6 

5.2.7 

5.3 

5.4 

5.4.1 

5.4.2 

5.5 

5.6 

5.6.1 

5.6.2 

CHAPTER 6 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

Comparison with Other Sources .................................... 71 

Marital Stability ................................................ 71 

Exposure Status ....... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 75 

FERTILITY ................................................... 79 

Introduction ................................................... 79 

Current Parity ................................................... 80 

Introduction ................................................... 80 

Levels of Completed Fertility ...................................... 81 

Differentials in Completed Fertility ................................. 83 

Parity Within Age Groups ......................................... 87 

Parity Within Marital Duration Groups ............................... 89 

Effects of Age at Marriage .......................•................ 91 

Effects of Explanatory Variables ................................... 92 

Early Marital Fertility ............................................ 94 

Current Fertility .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 98 

The Number of Births in Past Five Years ............................. 98 

The Percentage Reporting a Current Pregnancy ......... ,.............. 99 

A Retrospective View of Trends in Fertility Rates ...................... lO 1 

Indications of Child Mortality ..................................... 104 

Incidence of Child Deaths ......................................... l07 

Estimates of Infant Mortality Rates ................................. l08 

PREFERENCES FOR NUMBER AND SEX OF CHILDREN .............. 111 

Introduction ................................................... 111 

Desire to Stop Childbearing ....................................... 112 

Differentials in the Desire to Stop Childbearing ........................ 113 

Additional Number of Children Wanted .............................. 113 

Total Number of Children Desired .................................. 115 

Differentials in Total Number of Children Desired ...................... 117 

Comparison of Actual and Desired Family Size with Other Sources ......... 119 

Sex Preferences ................................................. 120 

ix 



CHAPTER 7 

7.1 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE AND USE ........................ 123 

Introduction .................................................. 123 

Knowledge of Contraception ...................................... 124 

Ever-Use of Contraception .............................................................................. 

Current Use of Contraception .......................................................................... 

126 

129 

7.5 Intentions for Future Use of Contraception .......................... 131 

CHAPTER 8 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

CHAPTER 9 

9.1 

9.2 

9.2.1 

9.2.1.1 

9.2.1.2 

9.2.1.3 

9.3 

9.4 

9.5 

9.6 

USE OF CONTRACEPTION AS RELATED TO FERTILITY PREFERENCES 137 

Introduction .................................................. 137 

Contraceptive Use by Women Who Want No More Children .............. 137 

Contraception and Fertility Intentions Considered Jointly ............... 139 

FACTORS OTHER THAN CONTRACEPTION AFFECTING FERTILITY 145 

Introduction 

Breastfeeding 

145 

146 

Full Breastfeeding .............................................. 150 

Open Pregnancy Interval ......................................... 150 

Last Closed Pregnancy Interval .................................... 151 

Last Three Years ............................................... 156 

Post-Partum Amenorrhea ............................. . . . . . . . . . . .. 160 

Post-Partum Sexual Abstinence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 166 

Temporary Separation of Spouses ................................................................... 

Age at Menarche .............................................................................................. 

168 

168 

CHAPTER 10 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS................................. 173 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................ 179 

APPENDIX I DETAILED TABULATIONS ..................................... 181 

APPENDIX II QUESTIONNAIRES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 589 

APPENDIX III SAMPLE DESIGN ............................................. 649 

APPENDIX IV SAMPLING ERRORS ........................................... 663 

APPENDIX V NOTES ON IMPUTATION ....................................... 689 

APPENDIX VI NOTE ON VARIABLE CONSTRUCTION ........................... 691 

APPENDIX VII RPFS STAFF 

APPENDIX VIII GLOSSARY 
x 

697 

703 



Table 6.7 Percentage Distribution of Ever-Married Women by Actual Family Size 
and Desired Family Size: RPFS 1978, NDS 1973 and NDS 1968 .............. 120 

Table 6.8 Sex Preference for Next Child by Sex Composition of Living Children of 
Currently Married Non-Pregnant Women .................................. 121 

Table 7.1 Percentage Distribution of All Ever-Married Women Who Have Ever Heard 
of Any Contraceptive Method, by Current Age and Family Size ................ 124 

Table 7.2 Percentage Distribution of All Ever-Married Women Who Mentioned a 
Method Spontaneously and Who Reported Having Heard of Specific Methods 
of Contraception and Who Reported Ever Use ............................. 125 

Table 7.3 Percentage Distribution of Ever-Married Who Have Ever Used any 
Contraceptive Method, by Current Age and Family Size ...................... 126 

Table 7.4 Percentage Distnbution of Ever-Married Women Who Have Ever Used Any 
Contraceptive Method by Background Variable ............................ 128 

Table 7.5 The Percentage Distribution of "Exposed" Women Who Are Currently Using 
Contraceptive Method or Have Been Sterilized For Contraceptive Purposes, By 
Family and Current Age .............................................. 129 

Table 7.6 The Percentage Distribution of "Exposed" Women Who Are Currently 
Using Specific Contraceptive Methods .................................. " 130 

Tabel 7.7 Percentage Distribution of "Exposed" Women Who are Currently Using 
Contraceptives or Have Been Sterilized, by Background Varia1:>l~ ~ .............. 132 

Table 7.8 Percentage of Currently Fecund Married Women Who Never Used Any 
Method But Who Report an Intention to Use Contraceptives in the 
Future by Age, Family Size and Years Since First Marriage ................... 133 

Table 7.9 Percentage Distribution of Currently Married "Fecund" Women Who 
Report (A) Ever Use, (B) Intention for Future Use, and (C) the 
Intention Never to Use Contraceptives, by Age ............................. 134 

Table 7.10 Percentage of All Currently Married Fecund Women Who Intend Never to 
Use Contraception by Background Variables ............................. " 135 

Table 8.1 Per Cent Distribution of "Exposed" Women According to Current Contraception 
Status by Desire for More Children ...................................... 137 

Table 8.2 Percentage Distribution of Women Who Are Not Currently Using an Efficient 
Method of Contraception, Among Those Who are Currently Exposed and 
Want No More Children by Current Age, Family Size, and Years Since First 
Marriage .......................................................... c 138 

Table 8.3 Percentage of Women Who Are Not Currently Using an Efficient Method of 
Contraception Among Those Who Are Currently Exposed and Want No More 
Children, by Background Variables ...................................... 140 

Table 8.4 The Percent Distribution of Currently Married "Fecund" Women According to 
Fertility Intentions and Contraceptive Use, by Current Age ................... 141 

Table 8.5 The Percent Distribution of Currently Married "Fecund" Women According 
to Fertility Intentions and Contraceptive Use, by Background Variables ......... 143 

Table 9.1 Per Cent Responses in Terms of Duration and Number of NS for Breastfeeding 
Full Breastfeeding, Amenorrhea and Abstinence in Open and Last Closed 
Pregnancy Intervals .................................................. 147 

Table 9.2 Percentage of Women Still Full Freastfeeding by Months Elapsed Since Last 
Live Birth ......................................................... 150 

Table 9.3 Mean Length of Full Breastfeeding By Current Age in the Last Closed 
Pregnancy Interval ................................................. " 151 

Table 9.4 Mean Length of Full Breastfeeding By Current Age and Selected Background 
Variables in the Last Pregnancy Interval .................................. 152 

xiii 



Table 9.5 Per Cent Distribution of Women According to Length of Breastfeeding in 

Table 9.6 

Table 9.7 
Table 9.8 

Table 9.9 

Table 9.10 

Table 9.11 

Table 9.12 

Table 9.13 

Table 9.14 

Table 9.15 
Table 9.16 

the Last Closed Interval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 154 
Percentage of Women Who Did Not Breastfeed, Percentage Who Breastfed 
Till Child Died, Mean Duration of Breastfeeding, Percentage Who Reported 
Duration in 'Heaped' Figures in the Last Closed Pregnancy Interval by 
Current Age ........................................................ 155 
Percentage of Children Still Being Breastfed by Months Elapsed Since Birth ....... 157 
Mean Length of Breastfeeding in the Last Closed Pregnancy Interval by 
Current Age and Selected Background Variables ............................ 159 
Per Cent Distribution of Women According to Duration of Amenorrhea 
in Last Closed Pregnancy Interval ....................................... 161 
Percentage of Women Still Amenorrheic by Months Elapsed Since Date of 
Termination of Pregnancy ............................................. 162 
Mean Duration of Amenorrhea in Last Closed Pregnancy Interval by 
Duration of Breastfeeding And Current Age. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 164 
Proportion of Women Still Abstaining by Months ElaspedAfter Termination 
of Pregnancy ....................................................... 166 
Mean Duration of Post-Partum Abstinence by Level of Education and Current 
Age .............................................................. 167 
Duration of Temporary Separation of Spouses in Closed Pregnancy 
Interval ........................................................... 169 
Per Cent Distribution of Age at Menarche ................................. 170 
Mean Age of Menarche and Mean Period Between Onset of Menstruation and 
the Date of First Marriage ............................................. 171 

xiv 



1 BACKGROUND OF THE SURVEY 

1,1 INTRODUCTION 

The International Statistical Institute (lSI) with the collaboration 
of the United Nations and in cooperation with the International Union for 
the Scientific Study on Population, has been carrying out an international 
program of fertility research known as the World Fertility Survey (WFS). The 
Survey was designed to assist a number of countries, particularly the 
developing nations, to collect and analyze scientific information needed for 
adequate understanding of the bio-social system in determining the level 
of human fertility. 

Philippine planners have been cognizant of the need for: (1) im­
proved knowledge of, and information about, the facts concerning popula-
tion trends and associated factors, (2) a keen awareness of population 
problems, and (3) promoting demographic considerations in development plan­
ning and policy formulations in the field of population. Notwithstanding 
the fact that a demographic survey, the 1973 National Demographic Survey, 
had just been conducted by the National Census and Statistics Office (NCSO) 
with the collaboration of the University of the Philippines Population 
Institute (UPPI), the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 
issued Memorandum Circular No. 1-74 creating an Inter-Agency Committee on 
the Philippines· participation in the WFS Regional Conference held in 
Bangkok, Thailand, in February,' 1974, in response to an invitation from 
the lSI. Following the Bangkok Conference, the committee in its terminal 
report recommended the conduct of a fertility survey in the country as its 
participation in the WFS program. It was further recommended that the survey 
be conducted in the latter part of 1977 or early 1978 in order to serve as 
a measure of the impact of the Philippine Four-Year Family Planning Program 
for Fiscal Year 1974-1977. 

In the latter half of 1976, the Technical Working Group on the 
Republic of the Philippines Fertility Survey (RPFS) organized by the NEDA 
Inter-Agency Committee on Population and Housing Statistics finalized the 
plans and the project proposal for the survey. 

1.2 MAIN OBJECTIVES 

The WFS is a major international research program dealing with the 
study of human fertility behavior. Its main objectives are: 

(a) to provide scientific information which will 
enable participating countries throughout the 
world to describe and interpret the population's 
fertility; 

(b) to increase national capacity for fertility and 
other demographic research, particularly in develop­
ing nations; and 
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(c) to make analytical comparisons of fertility and 
the factors which affect it in different countries 
and regions in the world. 

As designed, this international research program has much to offer 
in terms of understanding the Philippines' human fertility behavior. The 
RPFS, a national inquiry on fertility patterns and other related charac­
teristics, has the following objectives: 

(a) To obtain national and sub-national data on fertility 
levels and patterns that are comparable with those of 
the countries participating in the WFS; 

(b) To obtain reliable national and sub-national data about 
socio-biological variables affecting fertility; and 

(c) To obtain data that will permit the study of the use 
and efficiency of, and attitudes toward fertility 
regulation methods. 

1.3 ORGANIZATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

The direct responsibility for the execution of the survey lay with the 
NCSO. The NCSO was the logical choice as the national executing agency as 
it is the premier statistical operating agency of the Philippine Government 
with long and wide experience in population surveys. It has a regular force 
of more than 2,000 of which 800 are in the Central Office in Manila and the 
rest in the various field offices throughout the country. Some 700 to 1,000 
casual employees are hired to facilitate manual processing and other office 
work. Large numbers of field enumerators are usually recruited during big 
field operations such as censuses and surveys. In the planning and execution 
of the RPFS, the NCSO was assisted by the UPPI, the Commission on Population 
(POPCOM) and the NEOA. UPPI and POPCOM provided direct assistance to the 
NCSO in the execution and implementation of the project in all its aspects and 
stages. Hence direct links of communication and coordination were established 
between and among these three agencies. NEDA's involvement was advisory/ 
consultative in nature. Its line of communication was almost exclusively 
with, and direct to, NCSO. Its primary concern was to assist and augment 
the capabilities of NCSO. Figure 1.1 indicates the inter-agency relationships. 

The NEDA Inter-Agency Committees (lAC) on Population and Vital Statis­
tics and on Survey Design played important roles, particularly during the 
planning stage of the survey. Although WFS has set forth, prescribed and 
developed specifications on concepts and methodology, these Inter-Agency 
Committees monitored and reviewed such concepts and methodology for adapta­
tion to the project. 

For the purpose of planning and assessing all phases of the RPFS, as 
well as coordinating the work and promoting cooperation among the participa­
ting agencies, an Executive Committee was organized with the Deputy Director 
General (Statistics) of NEDA as Chairman and the Dean of the UPPI as Co­
Chairman. The four other members of the committee were high-level officials 
of the participating agencies. The Committee acted also as the advisory 
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body to the NCSO in so far as the RPFS was concerned and provided the guide­
lines and directions aimed towards the attainment of the objectives and pro­
visions of the RP/NCSO-ISI agreement. 

The responsibility for the conduct of the survey lay with the Project 
Officials headed by the NCSO Executive Director as Project Director, the Dean 
of the UPPI as Co-Project Director, assisted by eight other officials who 
served as Assistant Project Directors, Coordinators and Chiefs of Survey, of 
Electronic Data Processing and of Analysis. These officials were assigned to 
work in the project in addition to their regular functions and assignments in 
their respective offices. 

The Technical Committee formed from the professional staff of co­
operating agencies provided technical guidance and support in the different 
aspects and stages of the survey. The members of this committee, all per­
manent officers in the employ of the agencies involved, who had considerable 
prior experience in survey research, were called upon at various stages of the 
survey to provide technical assistance depending on their individual expertise 
and experience. 

The single largest direct financial contribution to the RPFS was from 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) through the lSI. The 
Philippine Government made a direct contribution, while a considerable amount 
of indirect expenditure was borne by the Government for the conduct of the 
survey. These indirect costs include such items as the cost of office space 
both at the Central and at the regional Offices, computer time, and some office 
supplies. 

1,4 SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND 

The Philippines lies 600 miles off the south China coast, 15 degrees 
north of the equator. To its north lies Taiwan and to its south, Borneo. 
The Pacific Ocean extends along the eastern seaboard while the China Sea 
borders its western shores. The archipelago·s 7,107 islands are scattered 
over a distance of some 1,000 miles from north to south and 625 miles from 
east to west. Philippine territorial jurisdiction extends over 300,000 square 
kilometers or some 116,000 square miles. 

The population of the Philippines is characterized by an uneven dis­
tribution over space. Central Luzon which contains only 6 per cent of the 
total land area accounts for a tenth of the population. In contrast, 
Northern Mindanao which makes up 15 per cent of the national territory con­
tains 8 per cent of the total number of people. 

Compared to other countries, the Philippines has a very high popula­
tion density. As of 1975, around 140 persons were found in every square 
kilometer. The National Census and Statistics Office (NCSO) has estimated 
that density will be between 233 and 324 persons per square kilometer at the 
turn of the century. 

4 



Table 1.1 POPULATION GROWTH IN THE PHILIPPINES: 1591-1975 

Year Population Absolute Per Cent Average 
Change Change Annual Growth 

1591 667,612 

1800 1,561,251 893,639 133.86 4.073 

1877 5,567,685 4,006,434 256.62 1.667 

1887 5,984,727 417,042 7.49 0.725 

1896 6,261,339 276,612 4.62 0.503 

1903 7,635,426 1,374,087 21.95 2.875 

1918 10,314,310 2,678,884 35.08 1.897 

1939 16,000,303 5,685,993 55.13 2.219 

1948 19,234,182 3,233,879 20.21 1.906 

1960 27,087,685 7,853,503 40.83 3.057 

1970 36,684,486 9,596,801 35.43 3.012 

1975 42,070,660 5,386,174 14.70 2.7,s0 

SOURCE: Censo de las Islas Filipinas, 1903, Torno II;Bureau of Census and 
Statistics, "Census of the Philippines: 1960," Vol. II; Bureau 
of the Census and Statistics, "Total Population of the Phil ip­
pines and Each Province, Municipality and Municipal District: 
1970"; National Census and Statistics Offic~ 1975 Integrated 
Census of the Population and Its Economic Activities, Vol. II, 
Phase 1. 
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1.4.1 POPULATION GROWTH 

Like most developing countries in the Southeast Asian region, the 
Philippines today has not yet resolved the problem of rapid population growth. 
As of 1 May 1975, the census of population enumerated 42,070,660 inhabitants. 
Based on this figure, the average annual intercensal growth rate may have de­
creased to 2.8 per cent per year but has not, as yet, gone down to a level 
that would ensure minimum growth, least of all attain a level of replacement. 
As with other social problems, the solution to this runaway population growth 
will not be difficult as long as recognition of the problem and the necessary 
action is taken right now. 

1.4.2 AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION 

High fertility accompanied by a much reduced mortality has resulted in 
a high proportion of the total population of the Philippines concentrated in 
the younger age groups. The 1970 census reported 43 per cent of the popula­
tion to be under 15 years of age. In 1975, this proportion rose to 44 per 
cent. The median age of the population declined from 17.1 years in 1960 to 
16.9 years in 1970 but rose to a level of 17.6 years in 1975. 

The burden of dependency or dependency load, (the number of dependents 
aged 0-14 and 65 years and older supported by the population of working age 
15-64), the consequence mainly of an increase in the proportion of infants and 
children, remains at a high level. The number of dependents supported by 100 
workers was 94 in 1960. The corresponding ratios for 1970 and 1975 were 94 
and 88, respectively. In general, the ratios signify an unfavorable relation­
ship between the dependent population and the population in the "workingll ages. 

The sex ratios for the census years were relatively stable prior to 1970. 
The number of males and the number of females were almost equal in 1960. Al­
though the proportion of females enumerated in 1970 exceeded that of males 
(50.3% as against 49.7%), this trend was reversed in 1975 (50.6% as against 
49.4%). 

1.4.3 MARITAL STATUS 

Since the turn of the century, there has been a significant shift in 
the prevailing age at marriage for females as reported by Smith (1973, 1974a, 
1974b). From 1903 to 1973, proportions single by age have risen signi­
ficantly and the average age at marriage for females had increased by 2.5 
years during the period. The singulate mean age of marriage for females in 
May 1973 was 23.4 compared to 22.3 in 1960. In urban and in rural areas, 
substantial regional variations in proportions single by age group have been 
noted for both males and females. The urban age at marriage exceeded the 
rural by 2.9 years for females and by 2.5 years for males. For the Philip­
pines as a whole in 1975, the males married at age 25.7 years, on the 
average, while females entered marriage at an average 23.7 years. 
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1.4.4 FERTILITY 

Between 1960 and 1970, the number of births in the Philippines was 
estimated to have dropped from a level of about 45 births per 1000 population 
to some 39 births per 1000, indicating a decline of almost 13 per cent. Over 
the same period, reductions in the birth rate by region ranged from 5 per 
cent to 27 per cent, with the more developed regions exhibiting higher rates 
of decline. Eastern Visayas and all the Mindanao regions showed declines 
extending from only 5 per cent to 9 per cent. In areas where birth rates 
remain high (47.4 - 55.6 births per 1000), women were having 7 to 8 children 
each by the time they reached age 50 while their counterparts in Luzon and 
the rest of the Visayas were averaging about 6 children. These variations in 
fertility also existed among various subgroups of the population. For example, 
rural fertility remained substantially higher than urban fertility. 

1.4.5 MORTALITY 

The crude death rate for the Philippines declined by about 85 per cent 
cent between 1903 and 1960. Aromin's (1961) estimates show that the death 
rate dropped from a high level of 58 per 1000 population in 1903 to 14.5 
during the five-year period, 1956-60. The 1971 crude death rate for the 
Philippines, based on data from the National Census and Statistics Office 
(NCSO) sample registration areas, was 11.6 for both sexes combined (Flieger, 
1976). Lorimer (1966) assumed that the death rate would be in the neighbor­
hood of 11.8 for the period 1965-70. A 1970 life table for the Philippines 
prepared by Engracia (1974), implies a death rate of 11.7 for both sexes 
combined. 

1.4.6 LITERACY AND EDUCATION 

The 1970 Census reported that over 8 out of every 10 Filipinos (83%), 
aged 10 years and over, could read and write. This figure represented a 
gain of over 11 per cent in literacy over the 1960 rate. As expected, more 
males than females in 1970 were literate (85% against 82%). The situation in 
that same year showed that the gains achieved since 1960 were greater for 
females than for males inasmuch as 71 per cent of all females, 10 years and 
older in 1960, were literate. The corresponding proportion for males was 
74 per cent. 

1.4.7 HOUSEHOLD SIZE 

Rapid declines in mortality in the absence of substantial fertility 
declines such as those occurring in most of the developing Asian societies 
have been causing increases in family and household size in the Philippines. 
Average household size increased from 5.8 persons in 1960 to 6.1 persons in 
1973. However, more recent figures place household size back to 5.9. The 
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trend in the average household size in the Philippines is illustrated by 
the following figures: 

Year Average Household Size 

1960 5.8 

1968 5.9 

1973 6.1 

1975 5.9 

1.4.8 MANPOWER 

According to the 1975 census, 64 per cent of the male gainful workers, 
10 years and older, were engaged in farming. forestry, hunting and fishing. 
Manufacturing came second with only 8.4 per cent, followed by about 7.8 per 
cent who were engaged in government, community, business and recreational 
services. Commerce only exceeded by 0.2 per cent the 5.4 per cent reported 
in transportation, storage and communication. The next two in line were con­
struction, 4.4 per cent, and domestic and personal services, 2.6 per cent. 

1.4.9 POPULATION POLICY 

While the private sector pioneered in the family planning movement, the 
government1s commitment expressed through Executive Order Nos. 171 (February, 
1969) and 233 (May, 1970) accelerated the expansion and growth of the movement. 
The first Executive Order established a Commlssion on Population to undertake 
studies of the Philippine population in all its aspects and to formulate 
policy and program recommendations on population as it relates to economic 
and social development. The group submitted its recommendations in September, 
1969 and President Marcos approved the Commission1s recommended statement on 
population policy and program in December, 1969. The second Executive Order 
empowered the Commission on Population to coordinate and direct the national 
population program as an integral part of the national development strategy. 
An Executive Director was appointed in June, 1970 with responsibility for 
program operation. 

The Population Act (Republic Act No. 6365), establishing a national 
policy on population was signed into law on 15 August, 1971. The Philippine 
Congress declared IIthat for the purpose of furthey-ing national development, 
increasing the share of each Filipino in the fruits of economic progress 
and meeting the grave social and economic challenge of a high rate of popu­
lation growth, a national program of family planning which respects the 
religious beliefs of the individuals involved shall be undertaken. 1I 

Since the promulgation of the Population Act of 1971 and its subsequent 
amendments through Presidential Decrees, the following measures have been 
adopted: 

. Family planning became an important part of the national 
Development Plan. 
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The government's share in the family planning budget rose 
from zero in FY 1971 to 55 per cent in 1978. 

More government agencies have become involved in the 
family planning program. 

Courses in family planning and population dynamics were 
integrated in the curricula of all schools of medicine, 
nursing, midwifery, allied medical professions, and 
social work. 

Tax exemptions for dependents were limited to only four 
dependents. 

Maternity leave benefits were reduced to the first four 
deliveries only. 

Establishments required by law to maintain a c1inic or 
infirmary were enjoined to provide free family planning 
services to their employees . 

. Importation of contraceptives was legalized and sub­
sequently, distribution of contraceptives was allowed 
not only at duly licensed drugstores and pharmacies but 
in all other commercial channels of distribution. 

All collective bargaining agreements were required to 
contain a provision for family planning services to 
all workers covered by such agreements before these 
could be certified . 

. Modern surgical techniques of contraception were deemed 
acceptable provided these methods did not involve 
abort; on. 

The country's five-year (1978-82) and ten-year (1978-87) development 
plans have as a specific objective the reduction of the annual rate of 
population growth from an estimated level of 2.5 per cent in 1978 to 2.1 
per cent by 1987. The family planning targets to achieve this growth rate 
reduction include a contraceptive prevalence rate level of 40 per cent in 
1982 and 50 per cent in 1987, and a contraceptive effectiveness rate (based 
on the 1975 method mix) of 90 per cent in both 1982 and 1987. 

The efforts of the private sector, which has pioneered in the family 
planning movement, will be combined with those of government in increasing 
the number of protected couples; improving the follow-up of acceptors and 
current users; promoting the use of more effective and lasting methods; and 
in intensifying information, education and communication activities in high 
fertility areas. 
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2 METHODOLOGY AND ORGANIZATION 

2.1 OUTLINE OF THE STUDY DESIGN 

The Republic of the Philippines F~rtility Survey (RPFS) covered the 
entire territory of the Republic, using a multi-stage probability sample of 
about 15,000 households. For sampling purposes, seven explicit strata or 
domains were distinguished. Within each stratum, the design was self-weight­
ing. The allocation of the sample size to each stratum was a compromise 
between the requirements for providing precise national estimates and for as 
precise estimates as possible for the three main island groups and the urban 
and rural domains. 

Basically, in each explicit stratum a two-stage design was followed: 
a single areal stage followed by selection of households in the sample area. 
In some sample areas, second area-stage selection was necessary because of 
the large size of the selected areas. For details concerning the sample, 
see Appendix III, and the map showing the selected areas. 

Each selected household was interviewed using a household schedule with 
which basic characteristics of each household member were obtained. On the 
basis of this information the population for the RPFS was defined; that is, 
the de jure population in private households in the whole of the Republic as 
of 1 August 1977. This information was used to determine the respondents of 
the RPFS -- all ever-married women, aged 15-49 years, who were usual members 
of the selected households. Each woman who met the above-mentioned criteria 
was then interviewed using a detailed individual questionnaire in which infor­
mation about marriage and pregnancy histories, knowledge and use of contra­
ceptives, fertility regulation and preferences, social background of the 
respondent and her spouse was obtained. 

The questionnaire was based on the standard WFS questionnaire2 for 
developing countries but adopted to the social and cultural conditions of the 
country. The individual questionnaire was prepared in the English language, 
and then translated into eight local languages, and back translated into English 
for verification with the original. The individual questionnaire was printed 
in five major languages. For the remaining three other languages, standardized 
mimeographed versions were made available to the interviewers for reference 
during the fieldwork. 

Unlike many developing countries it was anticipated that there would be 
no serious problems in obtaining the dates (month and year) of vital events. 

lThe harangay~ the smallest administrative unit~ was used as primary 
sampling unit. However~ some harangays were unduly large~ and in those cases 
a "chunk" was selected. 

2WFS core questionnaires~ WFS/Tech. 120~ The Hague~ 1975. 
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Nevertheless, special attention was given to the problem of dates and alter­
native procedures were followed if the exact date of an event was not known. 

Fieldwork was conducted using the team approach. Each team usually 
consisted of four interviewers, one field editor and one team supervisor. In 
general, all members of the field force were females; in only a few cases was 
the supervisor male. The team moved from area to area within its assigned 
field of operation. The field editor was mainly responsible for scrutinizing 
the interviewer's work, generally on the same day of its completion, which 
facilitated re-visits to correct wrong information or complete missing data. 
Only after all interviews had been scrutinized did the team move to another 
area. The team supervisors were responsible for the organizational aspects 
and the logistics of the operation. Furthermore, in rural areas they also 
obtained the information on the community level variables (see below). 
Supervision in the field was the responsibility of the Regional Survey Super­
visors, together with members of the RPFS staff. 

To place the results of the RPFS in their proper social context, it 
had been decided to collect relevant information about the communities in 
which the respondents lived. This information was only obtained for communi­
ties in rural areas, and a special schedule was developed to elicit this 
information. 

To obtain some information about the reliability of the data of the 
RPFS, a Po~t-Enumeration Survey was carried out in purposively selected 
sample areas using selected portions of the individual questionnaire. 

Office editing and coding were done simultaneously with the fieldwork. 
Whereas field editing was done in each team by the field editor in the sample 
area, office editing and coding were done centrally in Manila. A group of 
specially trained editors and coders worked under the supervision of RPFS 
staff on these operations. Except for the data relating to the respondent's 
pregnancy history, all codes were placed in specially designed locations on 
the questionnaire itself. Data processing was carried out by the Electronic 
Data Processing Unit of the National Census and Statistics Office (NCSO). 
The RPFS staff was responsible for preparing the report. Sampling errors 
were calculated for the main variables for different sub-classes of population 
and are presented in Appendix IV. 

2.2 ORGANIZATION OF THE TECHNICAL STAFF 

Although the NCSO was the executing agency for the RPFS, the survey was 
conducted jointly with the University of the Philippines Population Institute, 
the Nationa1 Economic and Development Authority, and the Commission on Popu­
lation. The staff for the RPFS reflects this situation. 

The Project was under the direction of two persons: The Executive 
Director of NCSO assuming the role of Project Director, with the Dean of the 
UPPI serving as Co-Project Director. 
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Two Assistant Project Directors were responsible for different 
aspects of the survey organization and execution. The project officials 
consisting of staff members from the participating agencies who were assigned 
to perform duties required for the RPFS, were responsible for the day-to-day 
activities of the survey. The project staff was composed of personnel from 
the different NCSO units and specially recruited staff. The project officials 
were collectively responsible for all activities required to execute the 
survey. However, to facilitate the organization and the supervision of acti­
vities, a number of committees were formed for specific tasks. The Chief of 
Survey was made responsible for preparations for fieldwork, the field opera­
tions proper and administrative support to data preparation. The Chief of 
the EDP section took charge of the data processing and the Chief of Data Pre­
paration and Analysis took care of the data preparation and coordination of 
the analysis of the results. The preparation and the publication of the first 
Country Report was handled directly by the Co-Project Director. 

An Executive Committee was formed consisting of the Project Directors 
and high ranking officials of the participating institutions. The Executive 
Committee's main functions were coordination of activities and promotion of 
cooperation among the participating agencies. It also acted as an advisory 
body, providing guidelines for the realization of the RPFS objectives. 

A Technical Committee composed of the Project Directors and officials 
of the cooperating agencies provided technical guidance and support in all 
aspects and stages of the survey. 

Liaison with WFS headquarters was maintained through the WFS co­
ordinators who provided technical assistance throughout the project duration. 
Figure 2.1 presents the organization chart of the RPFS. 

2.3 THE QUESTIONNAIRES 

As mentioned previously, four questionnaires or schedules were 
used: 

1. the Community Level Questionnaire 
2. the Household Schedule 
3. the Individual Questionnaire 
4. the Post-Enumeration Survey Individual Questionnaire 

A description of each of these documents will be given in the following 
sections and the Household Schedule and Individual Questionnaire are reproduced 
in full in Appendix II. 

2.3.1 THE COMMUNITY LEVEL QUESTIONNAIRE 

The Community Level Questionnaire was designed to obtain basic statis­
tical information about the community in which the respondents were living. 

15 



The questionnaire covered the availability of the following facilities and 
services: 

a) transportation and communication 

b) health services 

c) educational institutions 
d) family planning services 

e) institutional and service facilities 

The information was obtained through interview with the community 
leaders, mainly the barangay chairmen. 

2.3.2 THE HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 

The Household schedule served several purposes: 

a) to compile a list of members of the household to determine the 
de jure population of the survey and to identify the eligible 
respondents for the individual interview; 

b) to obtain basic information about each member of the household; 

c) to gather data relevant to the registration of births and 
deaths, fertility and mortality; and 

d) to collect information on the socio-economic characteristics 
of the household members. 

The household schedule consisted of four blocks of questions: 

1. Block A: the cover sheet of the household schedule contained all 
the information to identify the sample household, summary data on the number 
of eligible respondents in the households and the results of the individual 
interviews, the number of visits required to obtain the interview, and details 
about field and administrative controls. 

2. Block B: for each member of the household basic data were obtained 
such as: relationship to the head of the household and the nuclear family, 
sex, date of birth and/or age, residence before 1 August 1977, educational at­
tainment, and marital status. Data from this block served to identify the 
eligible respondents for the individual interview. Additionally, these data 
can also be used to identify the mother of each individual, which information 
allows application of the "own children" technique to estimate levels of fer­
tility. Furthermore, the data can be used to construct variables such as 
househoZd and famiZy types which can be used as additional explanatory 
variables in the analysis. 

3. Block C: provided information on particulars of the dwelling in­
tended as additional indicators of the standard of living of the household. 
Information was obtained on: types of lighting facilities, cooking fuel 
normally used, water supply (for cooking and drinking), sanitary facilities, 
and the number of rooms. 

16 



4. Block D: all vital events - births and deaths, occurring in the 
household during the period beginning 1 January and ending 31 December 1977 
were recorded in this block. 

The information required in the schedule was obtained by interviewing 
any responsible adult usual member of the household. Normally, this was the 
head of the household or his spouse. Non-usual members of the household, 
servants and minors, were not accepted as suitable respondents for the house­
hold schedule. 

2.3.3 THE INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

The Individual Questionnaire of the RPFS consisted of the core question­
naire for developing countries of the WFS, and the following modules recom­
mended by the lrJFS: fertility regul a ti on, factors other than contracepti on af­
fecting fertility, and parts of the family planning and the abortion modules. 
The WFS documents were nlodified to suit the national, social and cultural con­
ditions, without jeopardizing international comparability. The individual 
questionnaire was divided into eight sections, with a cover sheet which con­
tained information on identification and field and administrative controls. 

Section 1. Respondent1s Background. 

In this section information was obtained on five major items: present 
and past residence, date of birth or age, education and literacy, ethnicity 
and languages spoken, and religion and religiosity. The information provided 
in this section served for the construction of the variables considered to be 
explanatory with regard to fertility and contraceptive behavior. 

Section 2. Pregnancy History. 

Unlike the procedure proposed by WFS, the integrated pregnancy history 
approach was used in the RPFS. This deviation from the recommended procedure 
was done to make the results of the RPFS more comparable to previously con­
ducted fertility surveys in the Philippines which had used this approach. 
Thus, information was obtained for all the pregnancies the respondents had 
had. The information in this section provides data on: 

1. live births, by sex and date of occurrence; 

2. incidence of mortality and date of occurrence; 
3. incidence and type of pregnancy wastage, including indications 

of induced and spontaneous abortion; and 
4. proportion of women currently pregnant, with expected date 

of birth and sex preference. 

Section 3. ~1arriage History. 

For the RPFS a sociological definition of marriage was used. Any more 
or less stable fornl of cohabitation reported between a man and a woman was 
considered a "marriage!!. The definition covered the formal marriages (legal 
and religious) and the de facto marriages or unions not sanctioned by law or 
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religion. For each respondent a complete marriage history was obtained, the 
date of the beginning and eventual end of each marriage and for those mar­
riages that were dissolved the reason for the dissolution. 

To obtain a better indicator for the beginning of the exposure to risk 
of conception, the respondents who had entered formal marriage were asked the 
date at which they actually started to live together with their husbands. 
This information was only obtained for the first or current union. Although 
dates of these events were sought, for those who could not provide this in­
formation, the age (in completed years) of the respondent at the time of that 
event was registered. 

Additionally, information about temporary separation between spouses 
was obtained for the open and last closed pregnancy intervals. This informa­
tion allows a more precise calculation of the actual length of time during 
which the respondent was exposed to the risk of conception during the two 
periods. 

Section 4. Factors Affecting Fertility Other Than Contraception. 

Fertility is not only affected by use or non-use of contraception, but 
also by some social, biological and cultural factors, such as breastfeeding, 
post-partum amenorrhea, regularity of menstruation, frequency of sexual rela­
tions, post-partum abstinence, etc. This section gathered information on some 
of these other factors that can influence fertility. Information was collect­
ed from the open and last closed pregnancy intervals for the following items: 

duration of breastfeeding and when additinnal food 
was given to the child 

post-partum abstinence 

post-partum amenorrhea 

age at menarche 

menopausal status 

regularity, duration and intensity of menstruation 

resumption of sexual relations after pregnancy and 
frequency of intercourse. 

Section 5. Contraceptive Knowledge, Use and Availability of Supplies. 

In this section knowledge about different contraceptive methods, their 
use and related topics was obtained. The respondent was first asked to name 
the contraceptive methods she knows about. For these methods, she was asked 
if she had ever used them and if not, whether she knew how to use them. For 
those methods she could not mention spontaneously, she was read a brief des­
cription of a number of methods and for each she was asked if she had ever 
heard of it. If she had, she was then asked if she had ever used this method. 
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In addition to this detailed method by method approach to obtain in­
formation about knowledge and ever use, data on the method she had used first 
and was using at present were elicited. For selected methods, the respondent 
was asked whether they were available in the house and the different sources 
of the contraceptives she knew about was determined. In addition, she was 
asked whether she knew certain details about outlets for contraceptive infor­
mation and facilities available in the community. Finally, she was asked 
whether she had had an abortion, her,attitude toward abortion in general and 
the specific conditions under which abortion could be allowed. 

Section 6. Fertility Planning. 

In this section the respondents were first divided into 5 categories 
according to their marital status, contraceptive use, and perceived fecund­
ability. These categories were: 

a. Married, living with husband, not currently pregnant, 
and never used contraceptive methods 

b. Married, living with husband, not currently pregnant, 
and had used contraceptive methods 

c. Currently pregnant, and had never used contraceptive 
methods 

d. Currently pregnant, and had used contraceptive methods 
e. Not currently married women, i.e.,widowed or separated, 

sterilized women or women who thought themselves to be 
infecund. 

Each category of respondents was asked questions about desire for (more) 
children, fertility intentions including number of additional children wanted, 
sex preference for the next child, total number of children desired, and 
whether the current or last pregnancy was wanted. For those who had ever used 
a contraceptive method, information "'las sought about the use of contraception 
in the open interval as well as in the last closed birth interval. For those 
who had never used contraception, intentions for future use were ascertained. 

To facilitate the work of the interviewers the questions for each 
category were printed on sheets of different colors. 

Section 7. Work History. 

Although in this section all information about the respondent's work 
as specified in the WFS core questionnaire was obtained, a more detailed work 
history was used. This innovative approach ascertained for each birth in­
terval whether the respondent had worked or not. 

Section 8. Current (Last) Husband's Background. 

In this section details on the social characteristics of the respond­
ent's current spouse, if married, or about her last husband, if no longer 
married, were obtained. The information sought for the husband was similar 
to that obtained for the respondent in Section 1. 
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2.3.4 THE POST-ENUMERATION SURVEY INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

To measure the reliability of the answers obtained in the RPFS a 
shortened version of the questionnaire was used in those clusters selected as 
PES areas. A short description of the main topics investigated is given below. 

Section 1. Selected questions: residence, date of birth, school 
attendance and highest level of schooling completed, language mostly spoken 
at home, and religion. 

Section 2. As the main dependent variable of the survey was fertility, 
the entire section was used. 

Section 3. Selected questions: Data on current marriage, type of 
union, date of entry, date of living together (formal marriages only) and 
number of times married. 

Section 4. Selected questions: All information about the open preg­
nancy interval -- whether last child was breastfed and duration of such breast­
feeding, when additional food was given, post-partumabstinence, post-partum 
amenorrhea, age at menarche, regularity and intensity and duration of mens­
truation, whether currently living with husband. 

Section 5. Selected questions: Given the importance of this informa­
tion the method by method questioning about knowledge and ever use of contra­
ception was included. In addition, questions on first contraceptive method 
used, availability of selected methods in the area, and current use of con­
traception were included. 

Section 6. No questions were asked on this section in the PES. 

Section 7. As the detailed work history was used for the first time in 
the country it was deemed necessary to get an indication of the reliability of 
the data provided. Questions about past and current work situation were asked. 

Section 8. No questions on husband's background characteristics were 
asked in the PES. 

') Lt 
L, ; TRANSLATION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

One of the most striking features of the Philippines is its ethnic and 
cultural diversity and this is reflected in the linguistic situation of the 
country. The 1970 Census of Housing and Population listed no less than 75 
different languages or dialects. The country has two official l,anguages: 
Pilipino which is spoken by a large portion (about 55%) of the population but 
is only the mother tongue of about one-fourth of the population; and English 
which is the mother tongue of only a fraction of the population but is spoken 
by about 45 per cent of the people. 
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Given this complex situation and considering the sample respondents 
to whom the questionnaires were to be administered, it was decided that the 
Household Schedule and the Community Level Questionnaire could be used in the 
English language. 1 However, the Individual Questionnaire had to be translated 
in the languages of the respondents. Consulting the Regional Census Officers 
(RCOs) about which languages were required to cover the populations of their 
respective regions, it was found that eight languages were necessary. The6e 
were: Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Bicol, Hiligaynon, Samar-Leyte (Waray-Waray), 
Pampango, and Pangasinan. The first five languages would cover approximately-
80 per cent of the sample population, and it was, therefore, decided that the 
questionnaires in these languages should be printed. For the remaining three 
languages, mimeographed standard versions would be made available to the inter­
viewers, but the answers would be recorded on the printed questionnaires of 
another language. In isolated cases where the respondent could not be inter­
viewed in any of the above-mentioned languages, interpreters would be used. 
No special English questionnaire would be printed, but in each of the five 
printed versions the English version would appear in smaller print below the 
question in the local language. This was done to facilitate adaptation of any 
minor dialectical difference within each language. Instead of relying on her 
own interpretation the interviewer could be guided by the main language version 
and its English equivalent. 

The following procedure was used in the preparation of the question­
naire in the different languages. A standard version in the English language 
was prepared by the RPFS staff in consultation with the WFS headquarters staff. 
This was sent to the ReOs who were responsible for the translation into the 
languages spoken in their region. The translated questionnaires were then 
returned to Manila where RPFS staff plus staff members of the NCSO and UPPI 
who are native speakers of the languages reviewed the translations. During 
the training of the Regional Survey Supervisors and Team Supervisors a final 
version was prepared to ensure that the language used in the translation 
featured the terminology commonly used by the people and not the rarely used 
high-brow version. In the final revision a simultaneous comparison was made 
with the standard English version to ensure that the translated versions 
truly reflected the content of the standard questionnaire. 

The differences in structure between English and the Philippine 
languages caused problems to the translators and great care was exercised to 
ensure that sensitive questions were translated in precise but socially ac­
ceptable terms. 

lTo ensure uniformity of the terminology mimeographed versions of the 
household schedule were prepared in 8 languages. 
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2.5 THE PRE-TEST 

Although th~ technical staff of the RPFS was experienced in conducting 
surveys it was deemed necessary to conduct a pre-test. The objectives of the 
pre-test were to find out whether: 

a) the translated versions were comprehensible to the 
respondents; 

b) the pre-coded categories were meaningful and adequate; 

c) the flow of the interview was logical and if, in spite 
of the length of the questionnaire, the respondent's 
interest and motivation to answer questions could be 
maintained; and 

d) the so-called sensitive questions caused resistance or 
embarrassment. 

Experienced female staff members of NCSO in Manila were used as inter­
viewers while staff members from both NCSO and UPPI acted as supervisors. 
These persons were trained by the Co-Project Director and project staff. An 
area in Metropolitan Manila wherein speakers of the different languages re­
sided was selected for this exercise. Versions in the five main languages 
were used in the pre-test. For each language, a team consisting of a super­
visor and five interviewers was formed. Each team was asked to do about 50 
interviews, selecting the respondents in such a way that all educational levels 
and different age groups were represented. A total of 251 interviews were 
conducted. The pre-test proved to be a success in the sense that no major 
linguistic modifications were required, the length and complexity of the ques­
tionnaire did not present problems, the reaction of the respondents was favor­
able, and no major problems with the so-called sensitive questions were en­
countered. 

2.6 FIELD STAFF) RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING 

The fieldwork of the RPFS consisted of four operations: 

1. Mapping and listing of sample areas 

2. The main fieldwork 

3. The post-enumeration survey. 

2.6.1 MAPPING AND LISTING OF SELECTED SAMPLE AREAS 

The mapping and listing operations were carried out separately by the 
NCSO field staff, and the normal NCSO procedures and personnel were used. 
Thirteen Regional Census Officers (RCOs), 73 Provincial Census Officers (PCOs), 
430 Municipal Census Officers (MCOs), Census Assistants (CAs) and provincial 
staff workers, and 27 Casual Census Fieldworkers (CCFs) were involved. Train-
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ing for the listing operation which included instructions on the plotting of 
the location of households on the maps and on the preparation of maps of sample 
areas which were only portions of selected large barangays~ took place in 
stages: 

a) The 13 RCOs were briefed about the operation during a 
one-day training in Manila by the NCSO headquarter's 
staff. 

b) In each regional headquarters, the PCOs were briefed 
about the operations by the RCa for one day. 

c) In each provincial headquarters, MCOs, CAs, provincial 
staff workers and CCFs were trained for two days in 
the mapping and listing operation by the PCO. 

2.6.2 THE MAIN FIELDWORK 

For this operation a specially selected fieldstaff was organized. The 
Regional Survey Supervisors (RSSs) were selected from among the 13 RCOs and 
their ranking statisticians. Preference was given to those with extensive 
field experience and knowledge of or interest in the subject matter of the 
survey. Of the 13 RSSs, four were RCOs, six were PCOs, two were ranking staff 
members at NCSO central office (replaced an RCa and a PCO) and one was a re­
gional statistician. The Team Supervisors (TS) with sufficient statistical 
knowledge and field experience were selected from the regional NCSO staff and 
from the NCSO central office by the RSS in consultation with the NCSO central 
staff. Preference was given to qualified females. In three cases where no 
such persons were available, male staff were selected as team supervisors. 
The field editors and interviewers were recruited from outsiders. Trainees 
.were recruited from among those who met the following requirements: 

a) female, in good health, and physically capable 
of walking long distances; 

b) completed at least two years of college education; 

c) resident of the region, preferably with survey 
field experience; 

d) main regional dialect speaker; 

e) willingness to accept working conditions, con­
tinuous fieldwork during 12 weeks (including 
weekends); and 

f) willingness to accept the offered renumeration. 

Interviewing for the post of trainee was done by the RSSs, through examination 
of credentials, previous experience, personal interviews, and administration 
of an aptitude test to ensure the trainee's capabilities to follow a rigorous 
21-days training course. 
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Training of the field staff was done in two stages. The RSSs and the 
TSs were given a two-weeks training course in Manila. The training was carried 
out by the Co-Project Director, project officials and staff. The training con­
sisted of classroom lectures, dummy and practice interviews, field interviews 
and discussions. All RSSs and TSs were subjected to written tests. At the 
end of the training session it became clear that not all selected team super­
visors were suitable for this function and a number were replaced by other 
regional NCSO staff members. These replacements were given separate training 
by the project staff. 

Four regional training centers were selected for the training of the 
field editors and interviewers: Baguio, Manila, Cebu, and Cagayan de Oro. In 
each training center the responsibility was lodged with a trainor selected 
from among the project officials and project staff. They were native speakers 
of the main language spoken in the region which embraced the area of operation 
of the teams. They were assisted by assistant trainors selected from among 
the regional survey supervisors and team supervisors. 

A total of 216 candidates were trained for a field force of 180. The 
intention was to choose first the best trainees to become field editors and 
then select from among the rest the four best performing candidates to serve 
as interviewers. The lowest classified candidate would be employed as reserve 
or replacement interviewer, in case one of the regular interviewers would not 
be available. In some regions, subject to satisfactory performance during the 
training all trainees were retained, especially if the region had a large 
number of minority language speakers among the respondents. 

The training period lasted 21 days. Training consisted of classroom 
lectures, dummy and practice interviews, field practices, and discussions. 
Periodically, tests were administered to gauge the progress of the candidates. 
Teaching materials consisted of the basic survey documentation and blow-ups 
of difficult or complicated parts of the questionnaire. 

2.6.3 THE POST_ENUMERATION SURVEY 

As the field work for the PES would be done by the field editors and 
selected interviewers from the main survey no special training was organized. 
However, to ensure that proper procedures were followed in each regional 
headquarters,a two-days refresher course was given by the RSS.Main items of 
the course included the aims of the PES, familiarization with the question­
naires, procedures and discussions of potentially difficult sections. 

217 PUBLICITY 

In January 1978, a few weeks before the start of the fieldwork the 
newspapers with national circulation published press releases on the RPFS 
and its objectives. 

The field offices of the National Census and Statistics Office and the 
Commission on Population also undertook information campaigns in their areas 
of operation through local newspapers, the local radio network stations and 
their own office publications. 
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Through letters, the Project Director informed the provincial governors 
and provincial commanders of the Philippine Constabulary of the survey, its 
objectives and the field operations that would be carried out. He requested 
these provincial authorities to provide all the necessary assistance and co­
operation to the field staff. The Project Director also communicated with the 
mayors of all cities and municipalities in which the sample areas were located. 
He informed them about the survey, its objectives and the areas in their juris­
diction where fieldwork would be undertaken. He requested them to ensure that 
the authorities of the municipalities and the barangays within their territory 
would give maximum publicity to the survey and provide the necessary assist­
ance to the field staff. 

2.8 FIELDWORK EXECUTION AND SUPERVISION 

For each of the main field activities a brief description of their 
execution and the mode of supervision will be described in this section. 

2.8.1 MAPPING AND LISTING OF SAMPLE AREAS 

This operation was carried out in two stages. Updating of the maps of 
the sample areas was carried out in August 1977. The field staff consisted 
of 430 MCOs and CAs, and 27 CCFs. The supervision was done by the 73 PCOs 
in their respective areas of jurisdiction. 

Listing of the households in the sample areas was done in November 1977 
by 403 of the same field force that had done the updating of the maps. Super­
vision was the responsibility of the 13 RCOs designated as Regional Listing 
Supervisors assisted by the 73 PCOs. 

No field supervision was done by the RPFS project officials or project 
staff, but the WFS representative visited several areas during both operations 
to monitor the activities. 

2.8.2 MAIN FIELDWORK 

Fieldwork for the main survey was carried out from 27 February 1978 
till 18 June 1978. As mentioned earlier the organization of the fieldwork 
was done according to region. The total number of teams of interviewers was 
36, consisting of one female supervisor (in all but 3 cases), one field 
editor and 4 to 5 interviewers. After three weeks of fieldwork one team was 
disbanded due to unacceptable performance. 

Except for a brief holiday during the Holy Week (10-14 April 1978) 
and Election Day (7 April 1978 for members of the Interim National Assembly), 
the survey teams worked continuously till their assignments were completed. 
Normally the teams resided temporarily in th~ sample area in which they were 
operating. Their lodging places normally served as temporary field offices. 
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The immediate supervision of the team's performance was the ~esponsi­
bility of the team supervisor, assisted by the field editor. If imperfections 
were found the same interviewer or another team member was sent back to the 
respondent to correct or complete the information. Strict rules were laid 
down for quality contr.ol. The supervisor was instructed to carry out 
systematic spot-checks, a certain number of respondents were re-interviewed 
(by the supervisor or the field editor) and a fixed number of interviews had 
also to be tape-recorded. These quality control checks were most frequently 
made at the beginning and at the end of fieldwork. The team supervisor had 
the authority to make more quality control checks than required whenever 
deemed necessary. 

Supervision of the performance of the teams in a region was the re­
sponsibility of the RSSs. They were instructed to visit each team that opera­
ted in their area at least twice during the operation and carry out checks on 
the performance of the team members. They were also required to verify all 
returned questionnaires for completeness, and all sample areas for complete­
ness of coverage. Furthermore, it was their duty to ensure that the adminis­
trative control sheets for each team and each member were properly 
accomplished. 

The Co-Project Director, project officials and project staff who had 
acted as trainors for the field force and the WFS country coordinator made 
unannounced visits to several teams to monitor their performance. 

2.8.3 THE POST-ENUMERATION SURVEY 

For the PES, 50 sample areas representing the three main island groups 
were selected to obtain an indication of the reliability of the RPFS data. 
The fieldwork took place in the PES areas at least one month after the main 
fieldwork had been completed in a particular area. The field editors of 
the teams operating in the region acted as interviewers and when linguistic 
considerations so required, interviewers were also used. As a rule, the in­
terviewer could not interview a respondent she had already interviewed during 
the main field work. A total of 8 team supervisors and 16 interviewers were 
involved in the 8 regions selected for this exercise. Their performance was 
supervised by the RSS and no supervision in the field was carried out by 
project officials and project staff. 

219 RESPONSE RATES 

In any survey the number of completed questionnaires is usually less 
than the intended number. This is caused by non-coverage of certain sample 
areas, non-contact with selected households or respondents or unavailability 
or unwillingness of respondents to participate in the survey. The RPFS is no 
exception, but given the prevailing conditions the response rate of the 
survey proved to be highly satisfactory. When analyzing the response rates, 
one should keep in mind the extensiveness of the national territory, the lack 
of transport and infrastructure and the law-and-order situation in some areas. 
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2.9.1 COVERAGE OF SAMPLE AREAS 

To obtain the required sample size of 15,000 households, a total of 
742 sample areas were selected (for details, see Appendix III). Of this 
number, 13 were considered inaccessible due to their location in remote and 
rugged areas or in areas with security problems. Hence, it was decided to 
exclude them from the survey operation. The listing operation was success­
fully carried out in 729 cluster areas. During the main fieldwork 11 cluster 
areas could not be covered by survey teams due to security problems. Field­
work was carried out without major problems or incidents in the 718 sample 
areas. Unfortunately, in the process of transfer from the regional to the 
central office the questionnaires pertaining to two completed cluster areas 
were lost. Thus, the data available for analysis are provided by 716 cluster 
areas. In terms of population, the RPFS had successfully covered approximately 
95 per cent of the national population. Details are given in Table 2.1. 

2.9.2 COVERAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS 

The 729 sample areas where the listing operation was successfully 
carried out yielded a total of 14,747 sample households. Of these, 12,742 
households were interviewed using the Household Schedule. The response rate 
of 86.4 per cent is somewhat low, but one must take into consideration that 
the sample was not self-weighting. As has been mentioned above in terms of 
population the survey covered about 95 per cent of the.Philippine population. 
Table 2.2 gives details. 

2.9.3 COVERAGE OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONDENTS 

The 12,742 households for which completed interviews were obtained 
produced a sample of 9,609 ever-married women. Of these 9,268 were success­
fully interviewed, giving a response rate of 96.4 per cent -- a very satis­
factory result. Details are given in Table 2.3. 

2.9.4 COVERAGE OF THE POST-ENUMERATION SURVEY 

The 50 sample areas selected for the PES had yielded 688 respondents 
during the main fieldwork. When the PES was conducted,completed question­
naires were obtained for 633 respondents which means a re-interview rate of 
92.0 per cent. Although this is a satisfactory rate, complete coverage could 
not be achieved because only one call-back was made if the respondent was not 
found at home at the first attempt. 

These response rates are satisfactory and the resulting data can be 
used with confidence in estimating national and sub-national parameters. 

2.10 DATA PREPARATION 

Data preparation and data processing were executed simultaneously with 
the fieldwork. The RSSs periodically sent the relevant documents to the 
central office of the NCSO where data preparation and data processing took 
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Table 2.1 SUMMARY REPORT OF SELECTED AND COVERED SAMPLE AREAS: MAIN SURVEY 

PHILIPPINES 

Metro ~1anil a 

Luzon Urban 

Luzon Rural 

Visayas Urban 

Visayas Rural 

Mindanao Urban 

Mi ndanao Rural 

Selected 

742 

103 

83 

145 

105 

119 

71 

116 

._-_._---

Excluded 
Before 

Listing 

13 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Listed 

729 

103 

82 

142 

105 

117 

71 

109 

Covered 
in 

Fieldwork 

718 

103 

82 

142 

104 

114 

70 

103 

Not Covered 
in Lost in 

Fieldwork Transit 

11 2 

1 

3 

6 2 

Received 
in 

Manil a 

716 

103 

82 

142 

104 

114 

70 

101 



N 
1.0 

Table 2.2. SUMMARY REPORT OF INTERVIEW RESULTS OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS BY STRATUM: MAIN SURVEY 

NON-RESPONSE 
Househo 1 ds Households ----------------------------

Stratum Selected Completed R Not Deferred/ Vacant HH Not Not 
at Home Refused HH Left Unknown Found Covered Others 

PHILIPPINES 14,747 12,742 134 63 921 204 53 225 343 

Metro Manila 1,976 1,652 30 34 96 55 17 92 

Luzon Urban 1,735 1,535 20 4 121 17 4 34 

Luzon Rural 2,912 2,633 25 3 167 12 2 70 

Visayas Urban 2,029 1,752 24 9 113 54 21 22 34 

Visayas Rural 2,586 2,250 24 12 153 29 5 67 46 

Mindanao Urban 1,458 1,257 3 1 132 20 3 23 19 

Mindanao Rural 2,051a 1,663 8 139 17 1 113 48 

aThe difference of 62 households between the number of households selected and the total of those 
completed and the breakdown by type of non-response represents the interviews which were lost in tloansit. 



Table 2.3 SUMMARY REPORT OF INTERVIEW RESULTS OF ELIGIBLE RESPONDENTS BY STRATUM: MAIN SURVEY 

Non-Response 
Stratum Eligible Completed Respondents Incomplete Not at Deferred/ Others 

Home Refused 

PHILIPPINES 9,609 9,268 14 228 32 67 

Metro Manila 1,391 1,361 6 13 6 5 

Luzon Urban 1,137 1,109 26 2 w 
0 

Luzon Rural 1,958 1,888 1 59 1 9 

Visayas Urban 1,203 1,149 41 9 4 

Vi sayas Rural 1,583 1,520 3 38 9 13 

Mindanao Urban 1,011 975 2 20 4 10 

Mindanao Rural 1,326 1,266 2 31 3 24 



place. Upon receipt from the Tleld the documents - questionnaires and ad­
ministrative forms - were duly registered and verified for correctness. If 
found correct they were further processed; if not, they were returned to the 
field for correction. 

Data preparation consisted of three operations: editing of the field 
documents, coding of the information, and correction of faulty information dis­
covered at the machine editing stage. This last activity was carried out in 
close collaboration with the data processing personnel. 

A group of 80 candidates had been trained to act as editor-coders 
during a two-weeks period by project officials .and staff. The trainees were 
recruited from NCSO casual workers and from the labor market. After the train­
ing, 64 were retained and were formed into groups to perform the office 
editing and coding.1 Figure 2.2 gives the organization of the data preparation 
activities. 

The questionnaires were edited by the editors following detailed speci­
fications. If omissions or mistakes were found they were corrected only if the 
data could be distilled from other questions or written oDservations on the 
documents. Once edited, the documents were all verified by edit-verifiers, 
and passed on to the editing supervisor who verified selected sections 
(especially the pregnancy and marriage history, data on contraceptive knowledge 
and use and the work history) for all questionnaires. She also reviewed a 
certain percentage of questionnaires completely. 

After the editing was finished the documents were transmitted to the 
coding section. The data pertaining to the household schedule were all coded 
on the document itself. Except for data from the Pregnancy History all other 
data from the Individual Questionnaire were coded on the document itself. The 
pregnancy history was coded on specially designed coding sheets. All coded 
documents were verified by the code verifiers and certain portions of the 
questionnaires were reviewed by the coding supervisor. A fixed percentage of 
all the questionnaires was reviewed completely. 

To distinguish between modifications made by the different types of 
personnel, ball pens and pentel pens of different colors were used. 

The edited and coded questionnaires were periodically transmitted to 
the Electronic Data Processing Unit for further processing. 

2.11 DATA PROCESSING 

All data processing was done at the Electronic Data Processing Unit of 
NCSO. The following activities were the responsibility of the EDP Unit. 

1. key punching and verification; 

2. machine editing and updating; 

lTWelve NCSO casual workers were detailed to assist in the editing and 
coding. 

31 



W 
N 
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3. variable construction; and 

4. tabulation 

After office editing and coding the RPFS questionnaires were transmit­
ted periodically to the EDP unit. The Key Punching Operations Division was 
responsible for data encoding. Data encoding was done with a 100 per cent key­
verification using a key-to-disk system with the final output on magnetic tapes. 

Machine editing consisted of three phases: format edit, structure edit, 
and consistency edit. In the format edit the correctness and completeness of 
the records were verified - each card had to have valid cardtype and identifi­
cation codes. In the structure edit records that should be present for a 
household and the individual respondents were verified as present, and a check 
was made to ensure that all relevant fields of the record were coded. In the 
consistency edit all records were checked to see that all fields had codes 
within the specified range of values, that all skip and filter instructions 
were consistent and that codes of different items were consistent with those 
of other related items. No automatic imputation was done, records with 
invalid or inconsistent entries were printed and corrected manually. Cor­
rection of faulty records was done by a group of specially selected editor­
coders from the data preparation unit in close collaboration with the EDP 
staff and the project officials and staff. Once the corrections had been 
determined the faulty records were updated and another edit run was executed 
to ensure that the data were correct. 

To facilitate the work of the data preparation and data processing 
units, the data processing was done by batch and step by step. For each 
editing step, summary statistics were generated to serve as control and to 
determine the magnitude of errors in the data. 

The format and structure edit programs were developed using ANS COBOL 
language, while for the consistency edit the CONCOR package program provided 
by WFS London was used. For updating of records a program developed by WFS 
London was used. 

After machine editing was finalized a recoded tape containing the 
variables required for the analysis was prepared. Specifications for these 
variables were prepared by the RPFS project officials and staff following the 
guidelines laid down by WFS. 

Tabulations were prepared following the tabulation plan of the RPFS 
patterned after the WFS guidelines for Country Report No.1. For production 
of the tables COCENTS was used, while most of the parameter cards were gene­
rated with a special program - COCGEN - developed by WFS London. 

2.12 REPORT WRITING 

The report was prepared as a joint endeavor of the project officials 
and project staff. Different sections of the report were prepared by project 
officials and staff according to their respective areas of responsibility. 
To ensure uniformity of language, lay-out, etc. and ensure adherence to WFS 
criteria and standards, the final draft was pY'epared by the Co-Project 
Director and the WFS Country Coordinator. 
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2.13 TIMETABLE 

The implementation of the different activities of the project adhered 
to the timetable set in the project agreement. Due to factors beyond the 
control of the RPFS directorate and staff, the time required for data pre­
paration and processing took longer than anticipated. 

The actual dates of performance of the main activities of the 
survey were as follows: 

Activities 

1. Project Preparation and Approval 

2. General Preparatjon (Questionnaires, 
Sample Design) 

3. Translation of Questionnaire 

4. Pre-test, Training, Fieldwork 
and Evaluation 

5. Questionnaire Finalization 

6. Mapping of sample Areas 

7. Listing of Sample Households 

8. Training - Regional Survey Supervisors 
Team Supervisors 

9. Selection of sample Households 

10. Training - Field Staff 

11. Fieldwork: Main Survey 
PES 

12. Data Preparation 

13. Data Processing 

14. Report Writing, Printing 

13. Publication 
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Dates 

October 1976 - January 1977 

February 1977 - April 1977 

April 1977 - May 1977 

May 1977 - June 1977 

July 1977 - November 1977 

August 1977 - December 1977 

November 1977 - January 1978 

December 1977 

December 1977 - January 1978 

January 1978 - February 1978 

February 1978 - June 1978 
June 1978 - September 1978 

April 1978 

March 1979 

July 1979 

- July 1979 

- September 1979 

- November 1979 

December 1979 



3 INTRODUCTION TO THE ANALYSIS 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

The main findings of the survey on nuptiality, fertility, fertility 
preferences, contraceptive knowledge and use, use of contraception as related 
to fertility preferences, and factors other than contraception affecting fer­
tility, will be described in the following chapters. A major portion of the 
report will deal with differences between parts of the sample. The Individual 
Questionnaire included some questions on geographic and socio-economic 
variables which reflect the essence of Philippine society and at the same time 
enjoy hypothesized relationships with the survey's major subject of enquiry. 

A large number of detailed tabulations appear in Appendix I. In these 
Appendix tables, the results are shown for a number of demographic and social 
sub-groups. The sub-groups are defined by a number of characteristics, the 
same variables that were included in the questionnaire. Some of these 
variables such as Region of Residence and Religion are defined in a way that 
is specific to the Philippines while others like level of Education, Husband's 
Occupation and Pattern of Work are standard to all the national surveys that 
form part of the WFS program. No detailed analysis of the data will be pre­
sented in this report, and hence, it is necessary to point out the limitations 
of the findings. 

It is possible that the social subgroups used in the analysis differ 
in their demographic composition, that is, the distribution of current age, age 
at first marriage, marriage duration, etc. When this happens, it is extremely 
difficult to decide whether the observed results are due to the social charac­
teristics or to the demographic variables. This difficulty can be overcome 
partially by trying to "control" the demographic variable through standardiza­
tion. This is not always carried out in subsequent chapters so the findings 
should be interpreted with caution. The reader should take the possible 
demographic compositional effects of the social characteristics into account. 

The explanatory variables themselves can be interrelated and this will 
also affect the outcome of the analysis. A proper understanding of the results 
requires that these interrelationships be taken into consideration. 

The reader should also take account of the fact that the data were ob­
tained from a sample survey. Thus, the estimates are subject to biases and 
errors. No known biases have been detected, and the magnitude of the non­
sampling errors is not known. To assist in the interpretation of the dif­
ferences between values of estimates for different subgroups, the standard 
errors and associated measures are presented for a large number of variables 
in Appendix IV. 

In the chapters that deal with the findings of each dependent variable, 
summary tables will be presented to highlight the most salient features of the 
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relationships. The presentation of the tables will conform to the following 
convention: 

- refers to a cell that is logically impossible or not relevant 
for that particular table. 

* refers to a cell which has a base of less than 20 cases; no 
values are presented. 

() refers to a cell'value that is based on 20 to 50 cases; values 
are given. 

In this introduction to the analysis, the RPFS data on age will be 
subjected to a preliminary evaluation (3.2). A detailed list of the explana­
tory variables used in the report will also be given (3.3), the demographic 
composition of such explanatory variables illustrated (3.4), and finally, the 
interrelationships between these explanatory variables will be analyzed (3.5). 

3.2 PRELIMINARY EVALUATION OF THE DATA ON AGE REPORTING 

The sample of the RPFS consisted of 14,747 households, 12,742 of which 
were successfully interviewed. All persons present in the sample households 
were enumerated in the Household Schedule. However, provision was made on the 
Schedule to distinguish between the de jure and the de facto populations. A 
total of 75,705 persons, the de facto population, were enumerated, of which 
72,596 were defined as the de jure population) 

The population of the survey had been defined as ever-married women 15 
to 49 years old, who were usual residents of the household as of 1 August 1977. 
Hence, the ever-married women 15 to 49 years old, who were considered part of 
the de jure population were all eligible to serve as respondents for the fer­
tility survey. Details concerning the coverage of the sample and the response 
rates are given in Appendix III. 

In this section, a brief and preliminary evaluation of some of the data 
will be made to enable the reader to assess the validity and reliability of 
the results. More detailed evaluation of the data will be carried out later. 

In Table 3.1, the age distribution and the sex ratios of the de jure 
population enumerated in the RPFS Household Schedule are compared with those 
of the 1975 Census. Even though there is still some misreporting of age, and 
possibly some omissions of persons, no major defects have been detected. As 
for the sex ratios, the expected decline in the ratio with advancing age is not 
evident. In fact, the 1975 Census exhibits an excess of males over females in 
every age group, save those of 15-19, 20-24 and 30-34. On the other hand, the 
RPFS sex ratios do indicate the inroads of male mortality at ages 20 and over 
(age 40-44 excepted), although no clear pattern emerges. 

lSee Tables II.l-II.13.4 in Appendix I. 

36 



Table 3.1 AGE AND SEX COMPOSITION OF THE POPULATION: 1975 POPULATION 
CENSUS AND 1978 RPFS 

0 

1 - 4 

5 - 9 

10 - 14 

15 - 19 

20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44 

45 - 49 

50 - 54 

55 - 59 

60 - 64 

65+ 

TOT A L 

Age Distribution 

1975 
Census 

2.9 

12.5 

15.0 

13.5 

11.8 

9.1 

7.1 

5.5 

5.3 

4.1 

3.5 

2.7 

2.2 

1.9 

3.8 

100.0 

1978 
RPFS 

0.3 

11.8 

15.5 

14.2 

12.0 

8.6 

6.8 

5.5 

5.2 

4.5 

3.6 

3.5 

2.6 

2.0 

3.4 

100.0 

Sex Ratio 

1975 
Census 

105.7 

105.2 

105.5 

103.9 

98.3 

97.4 

100.0 

99.9 

101.3 

102.3 

103.4 

102.3 

105.6 

106.4 

101.5 

102.3 

1978 
RPFS 

109.7 

105.5 

102.5 

105.5 

103.0 

97.5 

92.0 

94.1 

99.6 

106.3 

97.5 

84.4 

98.9 

91.1 

96.3 

100.3 

SOURCE: National Cerisus and Statistic~ Office 1975 Integrated Census of 
the Population and Its Economic Activities, Vol. II, Phase I~ 
Table 7 ; RPFS Table 11.1 

37 



Table 3.2 INDEX OF AGE PREFERENCE FOR DIGITS 0 AND 5 

Age Male Female 

15 1.005 0.960 

20 0.960 1.030 

25 1.070 1.117 

30 1.015 1.015 

35 1.090 1.155 

40 1.120 1.117 

45 1.080 1.185 

50 1.175 1.250 

55 1.035 1.035 

60 1.365 1.250 

SOURCE: Table 11.1 
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One of the main problems that plague demographic analyses is age mis­
reporting. 1 There seems to be a tendency in many developing countries to have 
age reported in numbers ending in favored digits like 0 and 5. It was anti­
cipated that this digit preference would not be serious in the Philippines 
because of the relatively high educational level of the population. 

In Table 3.2 an index2 for digit preference is presented for the RPFS 
data. It appears that males as well as females exhibit some digit preference 
for 0 and 5. The resulting indexes for females surpassed the values for males 
up to age 50. Numbers ending in 5 seemed to be especially favored by females. 
However, the magnitude of digit preference is small. For the population up to 
age 50, no figure exceeds the value of 1.20. Although evidence of age mis­
reporting and digit preference has been found, given the magnitude of its oc­
currence, it can be ignored for this report. 

The relatively high value of the digit preference index for age 50 of 
women could have been caused by interviewer bias since women 50 years and 
older were excluded from the interview. The distribution of women aged 43 to 
53 in Table 3.3 shows, however, that it is very unlikely that such bias is 
present in the data. 

Table 3.3 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN BY SINGLE YEAR OF AGE FOR WOMEN 43 
TO 53 YEARS OLD 

Age 

Per cent 

43 

0.8 

44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 

0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.9 0.7 

52 53 

0.7 0.7 

In Figure 3.1, the age distribution of the ever-married women 15 to 49 
years old, enumerated in the Household Schedule and the distribution of age 
reported by the respondents during the Individual Interview are presented. The 

lDetailed information on missing data is presented in Appendix V. 

2The index simply compares the proportion of the digit with the average 
reported proportion in the five years~ centered around the age from which the 
proportion is taken. Thus~ for age 15~ the proportion reporting age 15 is 
divided by one-fifth of the total of the proportion reporting ages 13-17. 
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FIGURE 3.1. PER CENT DiSTRIBUTION OF AGE FOR EVER­
MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49: HOUSEHOLD 
SCHEDULE AND INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

5.-----------------------------------------------------------~ 

4 

3 

2 

-LEGEND­

____ INDIVIDUAL 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

- ______ HOUSEHOLD 
SCHEDULE 

O~-r----~----_,------_r-----._----_.------~------~~ 
15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 

CURRENT AGE 

SOURCE: Table 11.2 and Marginals 
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distributions are similar indicating to a certain degree that age reporting 
is relatively reliable. However, it is possible that there are serious dis­
crepancies in the reporting for individual women. It is noteworthy that for 
age groups 25 to 35 the Household Schedule reports less women than the 
Individual Questionnaire. 

This brief evaluation of the data indicates that there are no serious 
defects present in the data on age. 

3.3 DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPLANATORY VARIABLES 

In the survey, information was obtained from the respondent and her 
(last) husband, which makes it possible to construct a large number of 
variables that can be used as explanatory variables in the analysis. 

A set of these explanatory variables has been used in the detailed 
tabulations. In the description of the main findings that follow, only a sub­
set has been used. In general, the same six variables have been used whenever 
possible. 

Level of Education 
Region of Residence 
Place of Residence 

Religion 
Husband's Occupation 
Pattern of Work 

A brief description of each variable and its categories is given below. 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 

Studies relating national or regional levels of education and fertility 
indicate that education may either increase or decrease individual fertility. 
Because of the mixed evidence resulting from these studies, many of the issues 
raised may be resolved by data obtained from the RPFS and similar national 
surveys which form part of the WFS program. For this reason, the Individual 
Questionnaire contained a question on the respondent's highest grade or year 
completed in elementary school, high school, college or university. Six cate­
gories were used to classify the respondents by level of education. 

1. None - where the woman had never been to school or was unable 
to complete the first grade. 

2. Primary - refers to completion of any grade between Grades I to IV. 

3. Intermediate - completion of any grade between Grades V to VII in 
the elementary level. 

4. High School - completion of any year from first to fourth years 
of secondary education. 
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5. Some College - applies to non-degree holders only who completed 
a year or more of university. 

6. With College Degree - holders of academic degrees obtained in a 
major field of study offered by a college or university accredited 
to the nation's educational system. It also includes those women 
who have had post-graduate education, i.e., those who have pursued 
degrees higher than a bachelor's degree. 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 

For the analysis, four regions are distinguished: 

Metro Manila 
The rest of Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

This variable is basically the division into the main island groups: Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao. However, given the socio-economic importance of Metro 
Manila it was decided to treat it as a separate region. Hence, when reference 
is made to Luzon in the text, what is meant is the rest of Luzon outside the 
Metro Manila area. 

TYPE OF PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

This variable also referred to as Place of Residence in the text, is the 
classification of the barangay where the respondent resides as urban or rural. 
The survey followed the same definition as the Censuses of 1970 and 1975. No 
special questions were included in the Individual Questionnaire to ascertain 
the character of the barangay, but each barangay was classified beforehand in 
accordance with the NCSO definition. As a matter of fact, this distinction 
was one of the main stratification elements for the sample. The definition 
for urban consists of a number of elements. An area is considered urban or 
urbanized when: 

1. It is a city or municipality with a population density of at 
least 1,000 persons per square kilometer. 

2. Poblaciones or central districts of municipalities and cities 
with a density of at least 500 persons per square kilometer. 

3. Poblaciones, regardless of population size and density, which 
have the following characteristics: 

a. A street pattern, i.e., a network of either parallel 
or rectangular streets. 
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b. At least six establishments for commerce, manufacturing, 
recreation or personal services. 

c. Having at least three of the following elements: 

1. A town hall, church or chapel with religious services 
at least once a month. 

2. A public plaza, park or cemetery. 

3. A market place or a building where trading is held 
at least once a week. 

4. A public building, such as a school, hospital, 
puericulture and health center or library. 

4. Barangays with at least 1,000 inhabitants who meet the conditions 
given under 3 above are classified as urban provided the occupa­
tions of its inhabitants are not predominantly farming or fishing. 

All areas not falling under any of the above-mentioned classifications 
are defined as rural. 

RELIGION 

Religious groups have certain tenets which directly or indirectly either 
enhance or depress the fertility of their female followers. Therefore, the 
questionnaire sought to find out the extent to which religion plays a role in 
shaping the childbearing pattern of the respondents. Provision was made for 
six different religious groups. 

1. Roman Catholic - baptized persons professing the Roman Catholic 
faith under the authority of the Pope and the bishops in com­
munion with him. 

2. Protestant - adherents of any of the Christian bodies which separated 
from the Roman Catholic Church at the time of the Reformation or of 
any group descended from them. 

3. Iglesia ni Kristo - members of an indigenous Filipino offshoot of 
Christianity founded in 1914 by Felix Manalo who venerate Filipino 
heroes or spiritual leaders as saints. 

4. Aglipayan - supporters of the Philippine Independent Church 
founded in 1902 by Gregorio Aglipay, a former Roman Catholic 
priest. 

5. Islam - followers of the religious system of Allah according to 
Mohammed. 
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6. Others - any other religious groups not included in the above 
categories. 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 

Detailed information about the occupation of the respondent1s husband 
was obtained. If she was currently married the information related to her 
current husband; if not, details about her last husband's occupation were 
obtained. The answers acquired allowed the occupations to be classified by 
following the International Standard Classification of Occupations classifi­
cation, making allowances for occupations specific to the Philippines tobe in­
cluded in the appropriate category. In the detailed tabulation. nine occupation­
al categories plus one residual group of" persons who never worked are used. 
In the analysis chapters, however, some categories have been combined because 
the paucity of cases in some categories IlJould render statistical analysis 
useless. 

The nine categories are: 

1. Professional, Managerial. Technical or Administrative. In the 
tables that appear in the text this group is referred to as 
Professional. 

2. Clerical Workers. 

3. Sales Workers. 

4. Self-employed persons in agriculture, forestry and related economic 
sectors. This category is referred to as Agriculture~ Self-Employed 
in the text tables. 

5. Persons who are economically active in the agrarian and related 
sectors of the economy but are not self-employed. They are referred 
to as Agriculture~ Not Self-EmpZoyed in the text tables. 

6. Private Household Workers. 

7. Other Service Workers. 

Because the number of Private Household Workers is very small, they 
have been combined with the other Service Workers. The combined category is 
referred to as Services in the text tables. 

8. Skilled Production and Transport Workers. They are referred as 
Manual.Skilled in the tables included in the text. 

9. Unskilled Production and Transport Workers are referred to as 
Manual.Vnskilled. In some tables the two last groups have also been 
combined and are then referred to as Manual~ Skilled and Unskilled. 
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Occasionally, the respondent's occupation is used in the text. The 
categories for her occupation are identical to those of the husband. 

PATTERN OF HlJRK 

A special section was included in the questionnaire to probe into the 
work history of the respondents. A large number of variables relating to the 
economic activity of the respondents have been constructed from the resulting 
data and some of the variables were used in the detailed tabulations. However, 
in the text, this variable - Pattern of Work - is often used, hence its in­
clusion in this section. The work history of the women is divided into seven 
categories: 

1. Women who are currently working and had also worked before 
first marriage. In the tables, the classification used is 
Before and Now. 

2. Women who are currently working but did not do so before 
their first marriage. They are referred to in the 
tables as Now Not Before. 

3. Women who are not currently working but had done so before 
their first marriage and at some time after the marriage. 
They are labeled Before and After. 

4. Women who are currently not working but did some work after 
their first marriage. They are classified as OnZy After. 

5. Women who are not currently working but did some work before 
their first marriage. They are grouped under OnZy Before. 

6. Women who had never worked and who are not currently working. 
These women are referred to as Never Worked. 

The aforementioned variables and their corresponding categories are 
presented in Table 3.4 with the size of each category shown in unweighted and 
weighted figures. 

The distribution of the sample according to the different explanatory 
variables clearly points to the fact that the typical respondent has had an 
elementary education, comes from the island of Luzon, resides in a rural 
barangay~ follows the tenets of the Roman Catholic faith, is married to a 
farmer or farm laborer, and has participated in the labor force at some time 
in her life. 
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Tabl e 3.4 UN~JEIGHTED AND WEIGHTED FREQUENCIES FOR EXPLANATORY VARIABLES 

Un- Un-
Weighted Weighted Weighted 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION b 

None 441 537 Professional 
Primary 2000 2254 Clerical 
Intermediate 3209 3396 Sales 
High School 2176 1927 Agriculture, Self-
Some College 560 446 Employed 
With Co 11 ege Agr;culture, Not 

Degree 882 707 Self-Employed 
Services 

REGION OF RESIDENCE Manual, Skilled 
Metro Manila 1361 1166 Manual, Unskilled 
Luzon 2997 3953 PATTERN OF WORKc 
Visayas 2669 2211 
Mindanao 2241 1938 Before and Now 

Now not Before 
PLACE OF RESIDENCE Before & After 

Urban 4594 2976 Only After 
Rural 4674 6292 Only Before 

Never Worked 
RELIGIONa 

Roman Catholic 8019 7902 
Protestant 295 306 
Iglesia ni Kristo 190 192 
Aglipayan 305 341 
Islam 217 241 
Others 234 276 

SOURCE: Marg;nals 

aExcZuding No ReZigion unweighted = 8; weighted = 9 

bExcZuding Never Worked unweighted = 75; weighted = 67 

cExcZuding Not Stated = 2. 
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716 
517 
708 

2230 

1569 
685 

2338 
428 

1702 
2353 
724 
473 
654 

3360 

Weighted 

589 
405 
555 

2738 

1821 
571 

2086 
374 

1671 
2438 

694 
424 
620 

3420 



Three variables are of utmost importance in the analysis: current 
age, age at first marriage and years since first marriage. These variables 
are the main demographic variables that will be used in the analysis. The 
unweighted and weighted frequencies of each of their categories are displayed 
in Table 3.5. 

The data confirm that the Filipino ever-married woman interviewed in 
the RPFS was most likely to be in her early thirties, married in her mid- or 
late twenties, and has spent some 10-14 years in the married state. 

-,. D .), r DEMOGRAPHIC Cor~POSITION OF THE EXPLANATORY VARIABLES 

In the introductory section of this chapter, the possibility of inter­
relationships between explanatory and demographic variables was mentioned. 
When presenting the results of the survey, reference is made to specific groups 
or categories of women. If an interrelationship exists between demographic 
characteristics and explanatory variables the conclusions arrived at may be 
only partially correct or even completely wrong. It is, therefore, necessary 
to gain some insight into the nature of the relationship between the demog­
raphic characteristics and the explanatory variables. 

If differences are found between the categories of different explanatory 
variables, this may be due, in part or entirely, to the differences in demog­
raphic composition. Fertility, fertility intentions and contraceptive use are 
related to the age of the woman and her marital duration. If a category of an 
explanatory variable consists of young women it is likely that that category 
will show a low fertility and probably, low fertility intentions and low con­
traceptive use as well. 

The differences in age composition of the categories of explanatory 
variables can be a reflection of the historical development of the society. 
The most easily recognizable examples are education and employment. If in 
recent years a marked expansion of educational facilities for females has been 
experienced, it is obvious that the better educated categories will contain 
more young women and less older women. Social barriers toward female parti­
cipation in the labor force may have been lifted in the recent past, and this 
will again have the same effect -- women who are gainfully employed will be 
younger than those who are not. 

Being confined to ever-married women, the sample suffers from a trunca­
tion bias. The number of young women in some categories of the explanatory 
variables will be small because they cannot attain these categories unless they 
marry early, which in turn will make it impossible for them to reach such cate­
gories. A good example is highly educated women; they will tend to be older 
than lesser educated women simply because getting through the process of educa­
tion takes time, hence, marriage is deferred. 
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Table 3.5 UNWEIGHTED AND WEIGHTED FREQUENCIES FOR DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES 

Current Age Age at First Marriage Years Since First Marriage 

Unweighted Weighted Age Unweighted Weighted Years Unweighted Weighted 

15 - 19 254 276 Below 15 449 500 Less than 5 1687 1650 

20 - 24 1187 1222 15 - 17 2204 2392 5 - 9 2049 2013 

25 - 29 1789 1775 18 - 19 2080 2155 10 - 14 1680 1662 
..j::::o 
co 

30 - 34 1722 1711 20 - 21 1676 1627 15 - 19 1506 1514 

35 - 39 1696 1673 22 - 24 1572 1446 20 - 24 1222 1250 

40 - 44 1429 1410 25 - 29 1002 891 25 - 29 840 855 

45 - 49 1191 1201 30+ 285 257 30+ 284 324 

Total 9268 9268 9268 9268 9268 9268 

SOURCE: Tables 1.1.1, 1.2.2A, 2.2.3A, and Marginals 



Some of the variability in demographic composition of explanatory 
variables can be caused by misreporting of ages or of dates. In Section 3.2 
it has been shown that there are no indications of gross misreporting of age. 
Similarly, there are indications that the same is true for other dates; date 
of marriage, and dates of birth of chi1dren. 1 

In Table 3.6 the differences in age composition for the categories of 
the main explanatory variables are presented and in Table 3.7 the same is done 
for marriage duration expressed as the number of years since first marriage. 

The figures in the cells of the tables are relative figures, indices or 
ratios. They compare the percentage of that particular subgroup, character­
ized by one category of the explanatory variable against one category of the 
demographic variable, with the percentage of the demographic variable in the 
total sample. For example, if the marriage duration category less than 5 
years is 21.9 per cent in Metro Manila, and the percentage of women married 
for less than 5 years in the total sample is 17.8 than the cell value is 
21.9/17.8 = 1.23. The interpretation is as follows: if the index or ratio 
is larger than 1.0 then that category of the demographic variable is over­
represented in that particular category of the explanatory variable. If the 
ratio is less than 1.0 the demographic vategory is under-represented in that 
relevant category of the explanatory variable. 

The following conclusions can be drawn from Table 3.6. 

Level of education neatly shows the time-relatedness of the variable and 
the expansion of educational facilities over the years. Those unschooled or 
who have only passed the first four grades are generally older than the women 
who have gone on to higher grades. Women with at least an elementary education 
are more likely to be under 30. College graduates are concentrated in the 
middle age groups, 25-39. 

The younger married women are to be found in Mindanao rather than in 
Metro Manila, while the wives 35 years and older are residents of the Visayan 
Islands. 

While the age groups are more or less evenly distribut~d for the Roman 
Catholic, Protestants and Aglipayans, the latter two tend to be relatively 
older. The Moslems and Iglesia ni Kristo followers and adherents of other 
religions on the other hand, seem to be generally clustered in the younger 
ages. 

Wives whose husbands are engaged in agriculture and related activities 
are mostly found in the age groups below 25. Women married to white-collar 
workers are proportionally concentrated in the middle age groups, 25-34 years. 

Women who started to work before their first marriage and are still 
working are predominantly in the middle age group, 25-39 years. Those who 
started to work after marriage are relatively older, as revealed by the ratios 

lSee Appendix V and Sections 5.5 and 5.6. 
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Table 3.6 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 
Primary 
Intermediate 

Ul High School 
<:) Some College 

With College Degree 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
r,1etro Man i 1 a 
Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 
Rural 

RELATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF CATEGORIES OF BACKGROUND 
VARIABLES BY CURRENT AGE 

AGE G R 0 U P 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 

0.57 0.77 0.48 0.65 0.99 
0.83 0.68 0.77 0.89 1.10 
1.30 1.08 1.01 1.10 1.07 
1.27 1.42 1.18 0.88 0.78 
0.40 1. 54 1.67 1.09 0.53 

0.26 1.21 1.36 1.20 

0.60 0.97 1.17 1.09 0.90 
0.93 1.00 0.90 1.03 0.99 
0.93 0.82 1.00 0.99 1.04 
1.40 1. 21 1.12 0.88 1.00 

0.70 0.94 1.05 1.08 0.97 
1.13 1.03 0.98 0.96 1.01 

40-44 45-49 Total 

1.23 2.33 1.00 
1.24 1.42 1.00 
0.91 0.68 1.00 
0.99 0.72 1.00 
0.50 0.69 1.00 
0.81 1.08 1.00 

0.97 0.92 1.00 
1.03 1.08 1.00 
1.08 1.04 1.00 
0.88 0.82 1.00 

1.01 0.98 1.00 
1.00 1.01 1.00 



Table 3.6 RELATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF CATEGORIES OF BACKGROUND 
VARIABLES BY CURRENT AGE (Continued) 

AGE G R 0 U P 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 Total 

RELIGION 
Roman Catholic 0.93 0.97 1.00 1.01 1.00 1.03 0.98 1.00 
Protestant 1.00 0.92 1.03 1.02 1.09 0.75 1.16 1.00 
Iglesia ni Kristo 1.38 1.38 0.92 0.99 0.83 0.89 1.02 1.00 
Aglipayan 0.93 0.75 0.97 0.75 1.23 1.08 1.24 1.00 
Islam 2.45 1.66 1.20 0.99 0.53 0.76 0.65 1.00 
Others 2.07 1.41 0.80 0.88 0.96 0.74 1.17 1.00 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Profess i onal 0.41 0.50 1.01 1.28 1.10 0.93 1.15 1.00 

U1 Clerical 0.69 0.95 1.20 1.04 0.79 1.01 1.02 1.00 
....... Sales 0.83 0.76 1.02 1.18 1.04 0.97 0.98 1.00 

Agriculture, Self-
Employed 1.28 0.88 0.90 0.98 1.00 1.04 1.18 1.00 

Agriculture, Not 
Self-Employed 1.34 1.18 0.95 0.88 1.02 0.99 0.98 1.00 

Services 0.86 1.07 1.04 0.89 0.88 1.23 0.99 1.00 
Manual, Skilled 0.72 1.14 1.12 1.02 1.02 0.90 0.81 1.00 
Manual, Unskilled 0.86 1.24 0.94 1.05 0.96 1.08 0.73 1.00 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 0.70 0.70 1.04 1.18 1.07 0.94 1.02 1.00 
Now not Before 0.37 0.48 0.83 0.99 1.24 1.28 1.27 1.00 
Before and After 1.20 1.48 1.48 1.03 0.66 0.62 0.62 1.00 
Only After 0.37 0.67 0.81 1.11 1.12 1.22 1.15 1.00 
Only Before 1.53 1.92 1.39 0.99 0.65 0.45 0.52 1.00 
Never Worked 1.50 1.29 0.97 0.89 0.91 0.99 0.93 1.00 

PHILIPPINES 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

SOURCE: Tables 1.4.2A to 1.4.2F 



beyond age 35. Women who no l~~ger work, but who worked before their flrst 
marriage and at some time since their marriage are apt to be young women. 
Similarly, women who only worked before their first marriage and those who 
never worked at all are still in their late teens or twenties. 

With regard to marriage duration as measured by years since first mar­
riage, the data displayed in Table 3.7 reveal that: 

Women who have never been to school or who only completed a primary 
education have been married longer, in general, than women with at least a 
high school educati·on. 

Marriage durations of women in Metro Manila and Mindanao on the whole, 
have been shorter than corresponding ones in Luzon and Visayas. Women with 
shorter marriage durations predominate in urban areas as contrasted with their 
counterparts in the rural areas. 

Marriage duration groups are more or less evenly distributed for Roman 
Catholics. Iglesia ni Kristo adherents are over-represented in the middle mar­
riage duration groups (5-14 years) while Moslems predominate in the group who 
have been married less tha~ a decade. 

Marriage durations of women whose husbands are engaged in agriculture 
and related activities exceed those of women with husbands employed as profes­
sionals or clerical workers. 

Women who started to work before their first marriage and are currently 
working have been married less time than those who started to work only after 
their first marriage. Women who no longer work but worked some time after 
their marriage are inclined to have been wedded longer than those who worked 
before their first marriage and at some time after their marriage. Those who 
only worked before their first marriage have shorter marriage durations. Women 
who never worked are more likely to be recently married or to have celebrated 
their silver wedding anniversary. . 

These results illustrate the complexity of the relationships between the 
demographic characteristics and the explanatory variables. The situation be­
comes even more complex when the demographic variables themselves are inter­
related and act together on the explanatory variables. The complicated inter­
relationship between variables renders it necessary to attempt to control some 
of the variables to a certain extent. The most commonly used procedure is to 
produce cross-tabulations say, between an explanatory variable, and a dependent 
variable "controlling" for a demographic variable, that is, studying the rela­
tionship between the explanatory and the dependent variable to see if they are 
statistically associated. This examination avoids treating differences in one 
variable as if they were unrelated to differences in another variable. The 
reader should recall that these associations apply only to ever-married women 
and not to the total population. 

Most of the explanatory variables have well distributed categories in 
the RPFS. The obvious exception is religion since about 85 per cent of the 
population is Roman Catholic. The cross-tabulation technique has limitations 
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Table 3.7 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 
Primary 

(J1 Intermediate w 
High School 
Some College 
With College Degree 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
~1etro Manila 
Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 
Rural 

RELATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF CATEGORIES OF BACKGROUND 
VARIABLES BY MARITAL DURATION 

YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 

0.58 0.52 0.55 0.98 1.42 
0.48 0.79 0.96 1.12 1.27 
1.00 1.02 1.12 1.09 0.96 
1.38 1.14 0.93 0.87 0.90 
1.94· 1.38 0.86 0.66 0.38 
1.35 1.32 1.20 0.76 0.67 

1.23 1.16 1.04 0.78 0.85 
0.91 0.94 0.99 1.07 1.04 
0.97 0.92 1.00 1.11 1.04 
1.07 1.13 1.00 0.86 0.95 

1.12 1.08 1.04· 0.93 0.87 
0.94 0.96 0.98 1.04 1.06 

25-29 30-39 Total 

2.08 4.06 1.00 
1.60 1. 94 1.00 
0.79 0.60 1.00 
0.71 0.31 1.00 
0.43 0.06 1.00 
0.47 0.08 1.00 

0.85 0.68 1.00 
1. 05 1.23 1.00 
1.04 0.88 1.00 
0.93 0.86 1.00 

0.92 0.71 1.00 
1.03 1.14 1.00 



Table 3.7 RELATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF CATEGORIES OF BACKGROUND 
VARIABLES BY MARITAL DURATION (Continued) 

YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 Total 

RELIGION 
Roman Catholic 0.98 1.00 1.00 1.03 0.99 1.00 0.94 1.00 
Protestant 0.81 0.97 1.00 1.22 1.01 0.91 1.34 1.00 
Iglesia ni Kristo 1.01 1.16 1.23 0.43 1.10 0.99 1.03 1.00 
Aglipayan 0.84 0.88 1.07 0.85 1.32 1.26 0.91 1.00 
Islam 1.71 1.13 0.84 0.49 0.83 0.77 1.03 1.00 
Others 1.30 0.94 0.87 0.79 0.91 0.99 1.91 1.00 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Professional 1.08 1.13 1.23 0.98 0.78 0.69 0.43 1.00 

(J1 Clerical 1.46 1.12 0.97 0.76 0.91 0.76 0.26 1.00 
~ 

Sales 0.96 1.05 1.07 0.98 1.13 0.77 0.74 1.00 
Agriculture, Self-

Employed 0.86 0.85 0.96 1.04 1.14 1.29 1.31 1.00 
Agriculture, Not 

Self-Employed 0.92 0.99 0.95 1.08 1.02 1.01 1.20 1.00 
Services 1.26 0.91 1.01 0.91 0.89 1.16 0.83 1.00 
Manual, Skilled 1.10 1.12 0.99 1.02 0.83 0.81 0.86 1.00 
Manual, Unskilled 0.96 1.20 1.16 0.70 1.15 0.70 0.71 1.00 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 1.20 1.02 1.06 1.07 0.79 0.67 0.91 1.00 
Now not Before 0.43 0.76 1.04 1.28 1.41 1.39 1.28 1.00 
Before and After 1.49 1.53 0.91 0.68 0.51 0.49 0.40 1.00 
Only After 0.54 0.63 1.22 1.29 1.18 1.44 1.28 1.00 
Only Before 2.17 1.36 0.80 0.53 0.31 0.41 0.26 1.00 
Never Horked 1.06 1.04 0.97 0.88 1.01 1.04 1.06 1.00 

PHILIPPINES 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 

--~ ---
SOURCE: Tables 2.2.5A to 2.2.5F 



in the number of variables that can be used at one time in a table. In the 
detailed tabulations a compromise has been effected between scientific need 
and interest on one hand, and comprehension and readability, on the other. 

3.5 ASSOCIATION BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES 

The-explanatory variables that have been selected for use in the 
analysis are a sub-set of a larger number of variables that characterize the 
women as members of their society. In the Philippines there are different 
regional cultures, manifested by language and customs. In addition, the eco­
nomic development of the country has had a varied pace in the various regions 
of the country. Therefore, it is to be expected that regional differences­
will arise in the background characteristics of the women. There may also be 
relationships between background variables that are unsuspected and would lead 
to wrong conclusions if they remained undetected. 

The explanatory variables considered in the analysis are not of the 
same type. Some are strictly individual characteristics like level of educa­
tion and husband's occupation. Others like region of residence or place of 
residence stand for a whole set of unspecified characteristics. For example, 
when saying that a woman is living in an urban area, one expects a particular 
life style, access to certain amenities, etc., as opposed to those that women 
residing in a rural area may experience. It is of interest to discover whether 
the differentials are due to regional differences per se or due to differences 
in individual characteristics associated with the region. 

As has been mentioned earlier, there may be unsuspected associations 
between backgrou.nd variables. Making the association explicit will guard 
against simplistic interpretation of the results and at least will draw the 
reader's attention to the complexity of the situation. 

The six explanatory variables selected for use in the description of the 
main findings of the survey have been cross-tabulated; only two-way tables were 
prepared (see Tables 3.8A to 3.80). 

Consider Metro Manila which is entirely urban. Nearly two-thirds of its 
women have had a high school education. Nine out of ten Metro Manila wives are 
Roman Catholic, married to skilled manual workers. Nearly three-tenths of 
them have never worked but more than two-fifths are currently working. In con­
trast, Mindanao is nearly four-fifths rural, its ever-married women have not 
gone beyond elementary school, more than a tenth of the wives are Moslems. For 
the most part, the respondents from this region have husbands employed in the 
~gricultural sector. The proportion who have never worked (46%) exceeds those 
who are currently working (40%). 

Taking level of education, it is clear that the highly educated women 
are found mainly in Luzon and in the towns and cities. Insofar as the differ­
ences by religion are concerned, it is worth noting that followers of Islam are 
mostly unschooled. As expected, women with white-collar husbands were highly 
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Table 3.8A INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

WITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE 

Level of Education Region of Residence 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (1) (2) (3) (4) 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
. None 0.9 4.7 6.6 10.2 

Primary 7.1 25.3 32.5 23.3 
Intermediate 27.2 42.0 35.8 32.5 
High School 37.1 18.5 15.9 21.2 
Some College 11.4 3.5 3.3 5.2 
With College 

Degree 16.3 6.0 5.9 7.6 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Metro Nanil a 1.9 3.7 9.3 22.5 29.8 26.9 
Luzon 34.4 44.4 48.8 38.0 31.4 33.7 
Visayas 27.0 31.9 23.3 18.2 16.4 18.5 
Mindanao 36.7 20.0 18.6 21.3 22.4 20.9 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 9.7 15.4 25.9 49.7 62.9 64.9 100.0 22.8 22.3 21.4 
Rural 90.3 84.6 74.1 50.3 37.1 35.1 - 77 .2 77 .7 78.6 

RELIGION 
Roman 
Catholic 66.1 85.6 87.0 86.9 87.0 86.4 90.6 86.6 92.5 73.5 

Protestant 6.5 3.6 2.4 2.8 4.0 5.2 2.8 3.6 1.9 4.4 
Iglesia ni 
Kristo 1.3 1.9 2.2 2.6 2.0 1.0 2.9 2.7 0.7 1.9 

Aglipayan 2.8 4.0 4.3 3.4 2.7 1.7 0.9 4.8 3.4 3.4 
Islam 19.8 1.8 0.8 1.7 2.7 3.3 1.3 a a 11.6 
Others 3.5 3.1 3.3 2.6 1.6 2.4 1.5 3.2 1.4 5.2 

ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

a Less than 0.1 per cent. -
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Table 3.8A INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

HITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

Place of Religion Residence 
(1) (2) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 1.7 7.7 4.5 11.4 3.7 4.4 44.0 6.9 
Primary 11.6 30".3 24.4 26.5 22.5 26.8 17.0 25.3 
Intermediate 29.6 40.0 37.3 26.5 39.2 42.7 11.2 40.8 
High School 32.2 15.4 21.2 17.6 26.2 19.1 13.3 18.4 
Some College 9.5 2.6 4.9 5.9 4.7 3.5 5.0 2.5 
With Co 11 ege 

Degree 15.4 4.0 7.7 12.1 3.7 3.5 9.5 6.1 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Netro ~janil a 39.2 13.4 10.8 17.6 2:9 6.3 6.5 
Luzon 30.3 48.5 42.7 47.0 55.4 55.5 0.4 46.1 
Visayas 16.6 27.3 25.9 14.1 8.3 22.0 0.4 11.2 
Mindanao 13.9 24.2 18.0 28.1 18.7 19.6 92.9 36.2 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 33.5 27.4 38.0 17.9 24.5 17 .0 
Rural 66.5 72.6 62.0 82.1 75.5 83.0 

RELIGION 
Roman 
Catholic 89.0 83.7 

Protestant 2.8 3.5 
Iglesia ni 
Kristo 2.5 1.9 

Aglipayan 2.1 4.4 
Islam 2.0 2.9 
Others 1.6 3.6 

ALL 100.0 100:0 100 . 0 " 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.7A to 2.2.70 and special tables 
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Table 3.8B INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

HITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

Husband's OccupationP 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 1.0 0 3.4 10.3 8.3 1.6 2.3 4.0 
Primary 2.5 4.0 12.6 35.4 37.2 9.8 17.4 14.5 
Intermediate 10.4 15.6 36.3 39.2 42.1 28.6 41.1 47.4 
High School 26.0 33.1 27.0 12.5 11.1 ·35.4 29.5 26.3 
Some College 15.4 17.5 7.2 1.2 0.8 11.1 5.5 2.7 
With College 

Degree 44.7 29.8 13.5 1.4 0.5 13.5 4.2 5.1 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Metro Manila 29.4 31.8 21.7 0.4 0.7 26.1 23.2 19.0 
Luzon 33.3 35.6 34.0 42.3 50.6 40.6 44.0 37.6-
Visayas 13.6 15.8 22.7 29.0 29.8 18.9 17.9 24.7 
~~indanao 23.7 16.8 21.6 28.3 18.9 14.4 14.9 18.7 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 66.6 71.1 59.4 7.7 8.8 57.8 50.3 47.1 
Rural 33.4 28.9 40.6 92.3 91.2 42.2 49.7 52.9 

RELIGION 
Roman 
Catholic 82.9 90.1 86.1 81.4 84.7 88.8 89.9 86.3 

Protestant 5.6 4.5 2.4 3.7 3.8 2.5 1.9 3.6 
Iglesia ni 
Kristo 1.3 1.0 2.6 1.6 2.1 1.9 2.8 2.9 

Aglipayan 1.8 1.3 2.0 4.8 5.1 2.8 2.8 2.9 
Islam 5.2 1.9 4.3 4.4 0.9 2.6 0.4 3.0 
Others 3.2 1.2 2.6 4.1 3.4 1.4 2.2 1.3 

ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

bCategories are : 1 Professional; 2 Clerical; 3 Sales; 4 Agriculture~ Self­
Employed; 5 Agriculture~ Not Self-Employed; 6 Services; 
? Manual~ Skilled; and 8 Manual~ Unskilled. 
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Table 3.8B INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

WITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

Pattern of Workc 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 6.5 5.9 2.8 3.8 3.1 6.7 
Primary 21.1 28.6 20.1 22.5 18.7 24.9 
Intermediate 29.5 36.3 40.4 37.9 37.7 39.2 
High School 14.7 17.4 27.3 25.3 27.0 23.3 
Some College 5.8 3.9 5.7 7.4 7.1 4.1 
With College 

Degree 22.4 7.9 3.7 3.1 6.4 1.8 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
t~etro Man i 1 a 15.0 10.5 21.2 21.0 15.3 9.6 
Luzon 46.1 46.3 37.7 38.0 36.9 41.0 
Visayas 23.0 22.7 25.1 24.4 30.5 23.6 
Mindanao 15.9 20.5 16.0 16.6 17.3 25.8 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 35.1 28.7 39.1 43.0 36.3 29.5 
Rural 64.9 71.3 60.9 57.0 63.7 70.5 

RELIG.ION 
Roman 
Catholic 84.8 86.0 89.3 88.4 89.8 83.2 

Protestant 5.5 3.7 2.0 3.3 1.6 2.5 
Iglesia ni 
Kristo 1.5 1.9 3.4 2.9 1.7 2.2 

Aglipayan 3.9 3.7 2.2 2.1 3.8 4.0 
Islam 1.4 2.0 0.6 0.7 0.9 4.6 
Others 2.9 2.7 2.5 2.6 2.2 3.5 

ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

CCategories are: 1 Before and N01JJ; 2 Now not Befol'e; ;) Before & After; 
4 Only After; 5 OnZy Before; and 6 Never Worked. 
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Table 3.8C INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETlAJEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

WITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

Level of Educationd Region of Residencee 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (1) (2) (3) (4) 

HUSBAND1S OCCUPATION 
Professional 1.1 0.7 1.8 8.0 20.8 38.3 15.1 5.0 3.6 7.3 
Cl eri cal a 0.7 1.9 7.0 16.2 17 .5 11.2 3.7 2.9 3.5 
Sales 3.6 3.1 5.9 7.9 9.1 10.8 10.5 4.8 5.7 6.3 
Agriculture, Self 

Employed 52.8 43.2 31.7 18.0 7.3 5.6 1.0 29.4 36.2 40.3 
Agri cul ture, Not 
Self-Employed 29.2 31,2 23.4 11.0 3.6 1.4 1.2 24.2 25.5 18.5 

Services 1.7 2.5 4.8 10.6 14.4 11.1 12.9 5.9 4.9 4.3 
Manual, Skilled 8.8 16.2 25.3 32.4 26.3 12.6 41.9 23.4 17.0 16.2 
Manual, UA-
Skill ed 2.8 2.4 ' 5.2 5.1 2.,3 2.7 6.2 3.6 4.2 3.6 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 20.2 15.6 14.6 12.8 21.5 53.0 21.5 19.5 17.4 13.7 
Now not Before 27.1 31.0 26.2 21.7 21.3 27.3 21.9 28.6 25.0 25.8 
Before & After 3.5 6.2 8.3 9.8 8.9 3.6 12.6 6.6 7.9 5.7 
Only After 3.0 4.2 4.7 5.6 7.0 1.9 7.6 4.1 4.7 3.6 
Only Before 3.5 5.1 6.9 8.7 9.9 5.6 8.2 5.8 8.5 5.5 
Never Worked 42.7 37.9 39.3 41.4 31.4 8.6 28.2 35.4 36.5 45.7 

ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.7A to 2.2.70 and special tables 
dCategories are: 1 None; 2 Primary; 3 Inte~ediate; 4 High Sehool; 

5 Some College; and 6 With College Degree. 

eCategories are: 1 Metro Manila; 2 Luzon; 3 Visayas; and 4 Mindanao. 
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Table 3.8e INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

WITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

Place of 
Residencef Religiong 

(1) (2) (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

HUSBAND1S OCCUPATION 
Professional 13.3 3.1 6.2 10.9 ·4.0 3.2 13.2 6.8 
Clerical 9.8 1.9 4.7 6.1 2.0 1.5 3.3 1.7 
Sales 11.2 3.6 6.1 4.3 7.7 3.2 10.1 5.3 
Agriculture, Self-

Employed 7.2 40.4 28.3 32.9 23.4 38.7 50.9 41.4 
Agriculture, Not 
Se1f-Employed 5.6 27.4 20.2 23.7 20.8 28.5 7.5 23.1 

Services 11.2 3.8 6.5 4.7 5.9 4.6 6.4 2.9 
~1anua1, Skilled 35.7 16.6 23.9 13.0 30.4 17.1 3.8 17.0 
Manual, Un-
Skill ed 6.0 3.2 4.1 4.4 5.8 3.2 4.8 1.8 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 19.7 17.3 17.9 29.7 13.4 19.3 9.6 17.4 
Now not Before 23.6 27.6 26.6 29.7 23.6 26.9 19.8 23.5 
Before & After 9.1 6.7 7.8 4.6 12.3 4.5 1.6 6.3 
Only After 6.1 3.8 4.7 4.6 6.5 2.5 1.3 4.1 
Only Before 7.6 6.3 7.0 3.2 5.6 6.9 2.3 5.0 
Never Harked 33.9 38.3 36.0 28.2 38.6 39.9 65.4 43.7 

ALL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

fCategories are: 1 Urban; 2 Rural. 

gCategories ere: 1 Roman Catholic; 2 Protestant; 3 Iglesia ni Krista; 
4 Aglipayan; 5 Islam; and 6 Others. 
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Ta.b 1 e 3.80 INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETt~EEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

~JITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Professional 
Clerical 
Sales 
Agricuiture, Self­

Employed 
Agriculture, Not 
Self-Employed 

Services 
Manual, Skilled 
Manual, Un-
Ski 11 ed 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before .and Now 
Now not Before 
Before & After 
Only After 
Only Before 
Never Worked 

ALL 

(1) (2) 

34.6 30.7 
24.4 16.4 
6.9 8.2 
3.4 5.0 
7.3 9.2 

23.4 30.5 

100.0 100.0 

Husband's Occupation 

(3) (4) (5) (6) 

19.9 16.3 16.4 19.4 
31.9 30.5 29.3 19.8 
6.9 5.4 5.9 11.5 
5.4 2.7 4.0 5.9 
5.8 5.0 5.3 7.5 

30.1 40.1 39.1 35.9 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.7A to 2.2.70 and special tables 
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(7) 

14.8 
22.6 
10.4 
6.7 
9.1 

36.4 

100.0 

(8) 

12.3 
16.8 
9.4 
7.2 
8.6 

45.7 

100.0 



Tab 1 e 3 .. 80 INTER-RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EXPLANATORY VARIABLES: PER CENT 
DISTRIBUTION OF AN EXPLANATORY VARIABLE ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

WITHIN EACH CATEGORY OF THE OTHER VARIABLE (Continued) 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Professional 
Clerical 
Sales 
Agriculture, Self­

Employed 
Agriculture, Not 
Self-Employed 

Services 
Manual, Skilled 
Manual, Un-
Ski 11 ed 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 
Now not Before 
Before & After 
Only After 
Only Before 
Never vJorked 

ALL 

Pattern of Work 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

12.3 6.0 6 .. 0 4.8 7.0 4.1 
7.5 2.7 4.8 4.8 6.0 3.6 
6.6 7.3 5.5 7.1 5.2 4.9 

26.9 34.5 21.6 17.4 22.5 32.3 

18.6 22.7 16.1 18.1 16.1 21.7 
6.7 4.7 9.6 8.1 7.0 6.1 

18.6 19.5 31.3 33.3 31.0 22.3 

2.8 2.6 5.1 6.4 5.2 5.0 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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educated as compared to those married to farmers who were either unschooled or 
had never reached elementary levels. Those currently working were better 
educated than those who had worked in the past- or who had never worked at all. 

The largest concentration of Iglesia ni Kristo believers and Aglipayans 
were to be found in Luzon. To a lesser extent, this was true-for Catholics 
and other religious affiliations. Of course, nine out of ten Moslems were 
located in Mindanao. Women who married agricultural workers were twice as 
likely to be Moslems than Catholics although a third of the Protestant wives 
were to be found in related occupations. Nearly two-thirds of the Moslem 
women had never worked. The corresponding proportions for the other religious 
groups were less than 44 per cent. For those currently working, the prevailing 
religion is Protestant. 

White-collar husbands predominated in Luzon and Metro Manila. Half of 
the wives of farm workers resided in Luzon outside the nation's capital but so 
did those married to unskilled laborers. Not surprisingly, nine out of ten 
women whose husbands are in agriculture resided in the countryside while at 
least three-tenths of the women married to white-collar workers were city 
-dwellers. Women who were less educated gravitated toward husbands who were 
either on farms or holding blue-collar jobs. Those wives who had university 
degrees were predisposed to marry professionals and to a lesser extent, clerks. 
Owing to the overwhelming number of Roman Catholics, the distributions of the 
different occupational categories by religion were similar. No startling dif­
ferences could be noted. Those who are currently working seem to be married to 
professionals and clerks. 

The distributions by pattern of work for the other predictor variables 
- were rather similar. No pronounced differences could be singled out. 

In this chapter, a short evaluation of the age reporting has been made, 
the explanatory variables defined, and the inter-relationships between the 
demographic variables with the explanatory variable illustrated. The relation­
ships between the explanatory variables have also been exposed. This background 
information will allow the reader to place the conclusions that will be pre­
sented in the following chapters in their proper perspective. 
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4 NUPTIALITY AND EXPOSURE TO CHILDBEARING 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

In any study of family formation, nuptiality in terms of marital fre­
quency and dissolution, timing, etc., is one of the important variables in­
fluencing fertility levels, trends and differentials. In this connection, age 
at first marriage, the outcome of the first marriage and the current marital 
status represent basic steps in identifying the period spent in a married 
state. The earlier the age at first marriage, the longer will be the woman's 
exposure to the risk of pregnancy provided the marriage ;s not ended by death 
or divorce. In addition, if the incidence of remarriage is high, the duration 
of exposure will not be shortened appreciably. 

4.2 AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 

Age at first marriage, particularly in those societies where the in­
cidence of pre-marital conception and pre-marital sex are not significant, 
identifies the commencement of exposure to the risk of conception in a woman's 
life cycle. The classification of the woman as married depends on the pre­
vailing laws and customs of each country. 

The definition of marriage as used in the RPFS was a liberal one to 
ensure that all women living together with their partners and exposed to the 
risk of pregnancy would be included. Marital status information for all women 
was derived from the Household Schedule which contained the question JlWhat is 
her marital status?JI The following categories were used for determining whether 
or not a woman had been married at some time in her life: 

1. Single or Never Married 
2. Married 
3. Widowed 
4. Separated 

DiYorce was not included in the Household Schedule since divorce has 
never been legalized in the Philippines. If the woman reported a marital 
status other than never married, she was considered as "ever-married ll

• 

The detailed Individual Questionnaire was then administered to all 
women 15 to 49 years of age at the time of the survey who were reported as 
"ever-married". The marriage history section of the Individual Questionnaire 
collected data on: month and year of marriage(s}, age at marriage(s), type of 
marriage(s) (formal or informal), whether the couple lived together before, 
after or at the time of the formal marriage, and number of marriages. If the 
woman had ever been widowed or separated she was then asked for the date(s) 
when marriage(s} ended or her age at the time of dissolution. 
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4.2.1 CURRENT MARITAL STATUS 

The distributions of all women according to different categories of 
marital status and within age groups, based on the Household Schedule, are 
given in Table 4.1. 

The proportions married among those who were aged 10-14 at the time of 
the survey are negligible. The relatively later age at marriage in the 
Philippines is evident in that one in 14 women now 15-19 are married as com­
pared to Indonesia (1978:30) where more than a third of the women in their 
late teens had entered the married state. By age 45, only six per cent of the 
women remained unmarried indicating the level of single blessedness and the 
near universality of marriage in the Philippines. Worth noting is that the 
proportions reporting themselves separated from their husbands never exceeded 
two per cent, attesting to the fact that the greater number of marriages were 

Table 4.1 THE PER CENT DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO CURRENT MARITAL STATUS OF 
ALL WOMEN IN THE RPFS, BY CURRENT AGE 

Current Current Mari ta 1 Status 
Number of Age Single Married Widowed Separated Women 

10-14 99.9 0.1 0.0 0.0 5,028 

15-19 93.2 6.7 0.0 0.1 4,295 

20-24 59.6 39.2 0.2 1.0 3,162 

25-29 29.4 68.5 0.6 - r.: Lo 2,582 

30-34 13.9 83.5 1.4 1.2 2,040 

35-39 8.7 87.3 2.4 1.6 1,893 

40-44 4.9 89.2 4.1 1.8 1,571 

45-49 5.6 85.2 7.9 1.3 1,311 

50-54 4.7 79.6 14.1 1.6 1,395 

55-59 6.2 72.1 20.5 1.2 950 

60-64 7.4 59.7 32.0 0.9 766 

65+ 7.3 40.2 51.5 1.0 1,255 

ALL 47.7 45.5 5.9 0.9 26,248 

SOURCE: Table 11.2 
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dissolved only by death of the spouse.. The proportion of women who are 
widowed climbs steadily with age but only assumes substantial magnitudes past 
the childbearing ages. When a woman reaches her fiftieth birthday, the pro­
bability of her becoming a widow would be one in seven. 

4.2.2 LEVELS AND TRENDS IN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 

An analysis of age at first marriage requires a longitudinal observa­
tion of one specific'birth cohort. From such observations, it will then be 
possible to compute the proportion of women who remain single all their lives 
and for those who do marry, the mean age at marriage. By its very nature, the 
survey provides data only up to survey date and therefore, prevents further 
observations from being made. It is this Iltruncation" of data which poses an 
analytical constraint. 

Various measures are available for coping with the restrictions on the 
available data. One such measure is Hajnal IS (1953) Singulate Mean Age at 
Marriage (SMAM) which is based on the percentage of women never-married within 
each age group at a specified period of time. The 91A~1 is an estimate of the 
mean number of years lived by a cross-sectional cohort of women before their 
first marriage. When calculated on the basis of RPFS data this measure gave a 
value of 24.4, one close to the 25.1 years obtained for Sri Lanka (1977:58) 
but five years higher;than Java-Bali IS (1978:31) which was 19.2 years. 

r 

A second measure, the median age at marriage, is a direct interpretation 
of the central age at whi~ marriages take place. Two advantages of using the 
median are: (1) the limited number of women who choose to remain single all 
their liv~S will .. not affect the calculation; and (2) the inappretiable number/ 
of those who will marry in their thirties or forties will not affect the 
measure to the same extent as in the calculation of the arithmetic mean. In 
1978, the age at which half of the women were already married was 19.1. 

A third alternative measure will be resorted to in this section. To 
ensure homogeneity in terms of exposure to risk of marriage, the analYSis will 
be restricted to women who had married before the age of 25 and who were 25 
years of age or older at the time of the interview. 

The distribution of women whose age at first marriage was below 25 and 
who are currently 25 years or older is given in Table 4.2. Only two-thirds of 
the eligible respondents were considered in this table. Of this number, one 
in sixteen had married below 15, some three-tenths had done so between 15 and 
17 years of age and more than a quarter had contracted marriage between 18 and 
19 years. The peak occurred at ages 15-17. 

The overall mean age at marriage was 19.4 years, while the median value 
was 19.0. The fact that so little difference exists between the two measures 
indicates the absence of extreme values as the women are well distributed over 
the different categories. The means and medians varied very little across 
groups although both indicate a rising trend, as one goes from the early 40s to 
the late 20s. This trend is supported by data on very early marriages. It will 
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Table 4.2 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF EVER-MARRIED 
WO~1EN AGED 25-49 WHO WERE ~1ARRIED BEFORE 25 YEARS OF AGE 

Current Age at First Marriage (Years) 
Age 

<15 15-17 18-19 20-21 22-24 Meana Mediana (Years) 

25-29 3.6 26.9 25.9 22.1 21.5 19.6 19.3 

30-34 5.9 25.1 25.4 20.7 22.7 19.5 19.2 

35-39 6.3 27.3 26.1 22.0 18.3 19.3 19.1 

40-44 7.9 28.6 24.7 20.2 18.6 19.2 19.0 

45 and 
over 6.5 27.4 25.6 19.3 21.3 19.3 19.1 

25-49 6.2 29.5 26.5 20.1 17.8 19.4 19.0 

SOURCE: Table 1.1.1 and Table 1.1.3A 

aThe figures are in "exact ages". (See Appendix VI). 

be noted that the proportions marrying at ages below 15 declines by half as one 
moves from the age group 40-44 to the 25-29 group. 

4.3 DIFFERENTIALS IN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 

The description of differences within subgroups of selected background 
variables will be limited to the mean age at marriage. Further analyses beyond 
the scope of this first Country Report will deal with other differentials as 
for example, in the extent of spinsterhood. The background variables selected 
for this study consist of education, region (confined to broad island group 
only) and place of residence, religion, pattern of work, occupation and class 
of worker status before first marriage. 

The mean age at marriage for women who are over 25 and who were married 
below age 25 for all categories of the explanatory variables is presented in 
Table 4.3. The first column is based on all women between the ages 25-49 while 
the second column refers to the youngest group, those currently aged 25-29 
years. Comparing these two columns within each background variable will 
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Table 4.3 MEAN AGE AT FIRST MARlzIAGE OF THOSE WOMEN WHO MARRIED 
BEFORE AGE 25 BY SELECTED BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Background Variable 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 
Primary 
Intermediate 
High School 
Some College 
With College Degree 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Metro Manila 
Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 
Rural 

RELIGION 
Roman ~ Catho 1 i c 
Protestant 
Iglesia ni Kristo 
Aglipayan 
Islam 
Others 

HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Professional 
Clerical 
Sales 
Agriculture, Self-

Employee 
Agriculture, Not 

Self-Employed 
Services 
t1anual, Skilled 
Manual, Unskilled 

Current Age 
25-49 25-29 

(A) (B) 

(17.9 ) 18.5 
18.6 18.3 
19.3 19.3 
20.1 20.1 
20.9 20.7 
22.0 22.2 

20.2 20.3 
19.2 19.4 
19.4 19.4 
19.2 19.6 

20.0 20.2 
19.1 19.3 

19.4 19.6 
19.1 18.7 
19.7 (20.0) 
19.3 19.5 
18.4 20.0 
19.2 (19.9) 

20.8 20.8 
20.6 20.8 
19.8 20.2 

18.8 18.7 

19.0 19.2 
19.8 20.2 
19.7 19.9 
19.6 19.4 

SOURCE: Tables 1.1.3A to 1.1.31 

aMean recalculated for combined category. 
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Background Variable 

WIFE'S OCCUPATION 
Professional 
Clerical 
Sales 
Agriculture, Self-

Employed 
Agriculture, Not 

Self-Employed 
Services 
Manual, Skilled 

and Unski 11 ed a 
Did not Work 

CLASS OF WORKER 
Unpaid Family Worker 
Self-Employed 
Employee (Kind) 
Employee (Cash) 
Did not Work 

PJl.TTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 
Now not Before 
Before & After 
Only After 
Only Before 
Never Wo~Jed 

ALL 

Current Age 
25-49 25-29 

(A) (B) 

22.6 (22.4) 
22.2 22.3 
20.2 20.4 

18.1 17.3 

18.9 18.6 
20.3 20.1 

20.5 20.6 
19.1 19.2 

18.5 17.9 
20.2 20.3 
19.2 (18.3) 
20.9 20.9 
19.1 19.2 

20.0 20.3 
19.1 19.1 
20.1 20.0 
18.8 18.8 
20.7 20.5 
19.1 19.3 

19.4 19.6 



indicate the recent change, if any, which may have occurred in specific cate­
gories. The difference in mean ages at marriage between the youngest and the 
total is a mere 0.2 year in favor of the former. 

The differentials by education show a steady increase in age at mar­
riage with level of education with a four-years difference between the un­
schooled and the degree holder. Since both the mean age at marriage and the 
SMAM are quite elevated in the Philippines as a whole, it may well be that 
higher education has led to later marriage rather than the reverse. The 
Philippine situation thus seems to parallel that of Sri Lanka (1978:61) where 
age at marriage is so late -- median of 23.9 and SMAM of 25.1. No trend is 
evident in any category except for the unschooled: the mean increased by 0.6 
year from 17.9 to 18.5 for women who never went to school. 

Marriages occur a year younger, on the average, in the regions out­
side the largest metropolitan area. It will be observed that among 
the youngest group, the range has been reduced by 0.7 year. However, while 
urban women marry later than their rural counterparts, the gap is widening in 
recent years. 

In general, Christians marry about a year later than followers of 
Islam. Among the former, the Iglesia ni Kristo adherents marry latest (19.7 
years) while Protestants enter marriage at an average 19.1 years. All reli­
gious groups, except the Protestant, have contributed to the general increase 
in the mean age at marriage. Iglesia ni Kristo and the Muslims show the high­
est means in the age group 25-29 (20 years) with the latter manifesting an 
increase of 1.6 years. The Protestant group, on the other hand, reported a 
decline in recent years of 0.4 year. 

Women who married professionals or clerical workers did so at a latter 
age than when they married men who were employed in agriculture, crafts, or 
services. Very little variation could be observed between the two age groups. 

Women employed in agricultural pursuits tended to marry earlier than 
those who were in blue-collar or white-collar occupations. The largest dif­
ference, some 4.5 years, was found among women professionals and females self­
employed in agriculture. The only change evident by occupation in recent years 
was that found among self-employed agricultural workers whose age at marriage 
declined by almost a year. 

Differences by class of worker status before marriage indicate that 
the youngest marriages took place among unpaid family workers; the latest, 
among those who were employed and received cash payments. Workers in kind 
and those self-employed were intermediate. Instead of increasing lately, un­
paid family workers married at still younger ages, 17.9 years, than ever before. 
No other change occurred among the other classes of worker. 

For the women aged 25-49, it is those who worked before marriage, ir­
respective of current work status, who married later (20 years or above). And, 
it is the women who worked following marriage but who are not currently working 
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who married below 19 years, on the average. Their early marriage may have 
been prompted by the fact that they were not gainfully employed. There is 
virtually no recent change in age at marriage behavior by pattern of work. 

In sum, the differentials by level of education, region of residence 
and place of residence tend to narrow. Nevertheless, educational level is by 
far the most clearly related variable to age at marriage. No strong pattern 
could be discerned in the other differentials. 

The groups showing the most increases in age at marriage are those 
women who: (a) have never gone to school, (b) are Moslems, and (c) belong to 
other unspecified religious groups. Those who farm their own land or are 
unpaid family workers reported declining ages at marr,iage. 

The conclusions may be influenced by differing age composition of the 
subgroups within each explanatory variable. Therefore, the differentia.ls 
noted above should be interpreted with caution because of a possible misstate­
ment in age at marriage. 

4.4 COMPARISON WITH OTHER SOURCES 

The preceding discussion is supplemented by comparisons with the four 
most recent national censuses of the Philippine population. Table 4.4 lists 
the percentages of currently married and never married women in the censuses 
of 1948, 1960, 1970 and 1975, and in the 1978 RPFS. 

Regardless of the measure used, there is no denying that age at marriage 
has been rising steadily since the end of World War II. In fact, Smith (1975) 
using census data since 1903 has pointed to a significant long-term trend in 
percentages of females remaining single and in the singulate mean ages at mar­
riage. He revealed that one half of the shift in per cent single for the first 
60 years of this century for the age group 15-19 had occurred by 1939, more 
than four-fifths had taken place by 1948. 

The SMAMs have risen from a level of 22.1 in 1948 to 24.4 thirty years 
later. Rising gradually at first, the SMAM increased by 1.2 years in the last 
three years, pointing to a sudden acceleration in the nuptiality trend. The 
proportions who were not married at ages 20-24 climbed from a level of 41 per 
cent in 1948 to 60 per cent in three decades. In other words, the increase was 
about 46 per cent in one generation. 

4.5 MARITAL STABILITY 

In the RPFS, marriage histories of all eligible respondents were collect­
ed for the main purpose of computing refined fertility measures. However, in 
this section, the data are analyzed in their own right. 
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Table 4.4 PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN WHO WERE REPORTED AS CURRENTLY MARRIED OR NEVER-MARRIED ACCORDING TO THE 
CENSUS OF 1948, 1960, 1970 AND 1975 AND 1978 RPFS BY AGE AT THAT TIME 

1960 1970 1975 1978 
. Age 
Group Currently Never Currently Never Currently Never Currently Never Currently Never 

Married Married Married Married Married Married Married Married Married Married 

15-19 14.5 85.1 12.4 87.3 10.6 89.1 12.1 87.6 6.7 93.2 
20-24 57.2 40.7 54.5 44.3 48.6 50.2 48.0 51.2 39.2 b9.~ 

25-29 76.8 18.8 78.2 19.5 76.6 21.5 74.2 24.3 68.5 29.4 
30-34 80.7 12.6 84.8 11.6 85.3 11.6 85.3 12.1 83.5 13.9 
35-39 81.8 9.5 86.4 8.1 87.4 8.0 87.9 8.2 87.3 8.7 
40-44 78.0 8.7 83.2 7.6 85.1 7.3 87.1 6.8 89.2 4.9 
45-49 74.7 6.9 80.2 7.0 82.3 6.7 84.7 6.1 85.2 5.6 
50-54 66.6 6.7 72.2 7.7 75.2 7.3 79.5 6.0 79.6 4.7 
55-59 64.8 5.7 68.3 6.9 70.5 7.5 74.4 5.7 72.1 6.5 
60+ 42.3 6.0 44.8 6.3 46.3 7.6 53.0 6.7 47.5 7.4 

SMAM 22.1 22.3 22.8 23.2 24.4 

SOURCE: The proportions never married in 1948 and 1960 were obtained from Table 2.2 in Smith (1975); 
NCSO, Special Release No. 197; Table II. 2, RPFS., 

awomen with maritaZ status not reported were removed from totaZ. 



Table 4.5 CHARACTERISTICS OF MARRIAGE STABILITY BY YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

Years STATUS OF FIRST MARRIAGE 
Since First Marriage Dissolved Per Cent ~1ean Per Cent 
First First Married More Number of Currently 

Marriage Marriage By Death By Total than Once Marriages Married 
Undissolved of Husband Separation Dissolved 

Less than 5 97.3 0.5 2.2 2.7 0.6 1.01 98.0 

5 - 9 94.9 1.7 3.4 5.1 2.3 1.02 97.0 

10 - 14 92.5 3.0 4.5 7.5 4.1 1.04 96.3 
" w 

15 - 19 90.9 5.4 3.7 9.1 4.2 1.05 95.0 

20 - 24 86.6 8.2 5.2 13.4 8.3 1.09 93.9 

25 - 29 84.7 11.8 3.5 15.3 9.2 1.09 93.5 

30+ 75.4 17.1 7.5 24.6 14.6 1.15 87.4 

ALL 91.5 4.7 3.8 8.5 4.5 1.05 95.6 

SOURCE: Tables 1.2.1, 1.3.1 and 1.5.1 



In general, nine out of ten marriages in the Philippines are still 
intact, according to Table 4.5. The percentages diminish steadily with 
length of time spent in the married state. One in 20 first marriages were 
dissolved by death of the husband while the couple decided to live separately 
in one out of 25 cases. Although both proportions expand with years since 
first marriage, it will be noted that more separations occurred among the 
younger marriage cohorts (married less than 15 years) than among the older 
ones. Beyond this duration, more marriages tend to remain unbroken unless 
dissolved by death. 

Since a high proportion of first marriages are stable, the number mar­
rying more than once is quite low, 4.5 per cent. Table 4.5 reveals that 95.5 
per cent of all ever-married women have been married only once. A similar 
proportion are currently married, further indicating marital stability_ For 
women who were married thirty or more years ago, the proportion who remarried 
was close to 15 per cent and yet, the proportion who reported themselves mar­
ried at the time of interview was twelve per cent over that married only 
once (87.4 per cent vs. 75.4 per cent). This would tend to confirm that sub­
sequent unions may have similarly been stable. 

Table 4.6 AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF TIME SPENT SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE WHICH HAS 
BEEN SPENT IN THE MARRIED STATE, BY CURRENT AGE AND AGE AT 

FIRST MARRIAGE 

Current Age Age at First Marriage 
<::: 15 15-19 20-24 25-29 30+ ALL 

Under 20 (100.0) 99.8 99.9 

20-24 99.9 98.0 99.2 98.4 

25-29 98.4 99.0 98.8 99.1 98.9 

30-34 99.1 99.1 98.6 99.3 (100.0) 98.9 

35-39 98.4 99.0 98.0 96.9 98.2 98.5 

40-44 97.3 97.7 97.2 97.7 98.4 97.6 

45-49 94.5 97.5 97.0 97.0 94.8 97.0 

ALL 97.5 98.4 97.8 97.5 96.5 94.4 

SOURCE: Table 1.4.1 
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The time since first marriage which has been spent in the married state 
is a final indicator of marital stability. These data are presented in 
Table 4.6 according to current age and age at first marriage. Overall, 94 per 
cent of the time since first marriage has been spent in the married state. 
The figure is 98 per cent for most age groups and records a still high 97 per 
cent for women in their late forties. For late-marrying women the percentage 
is a bit lower because of the higher level of widowhood and the lower level 
of remarriage. However, the dispersion is quite small. 

4.6 EXPOSURE STATUS 

In Section 6: FERTILITY PLANNING of the Individual Questionnaire, 
different questions were asked of the respondents depending on how they were 
classified on four key dichotomies: 

(a) whether or not they were pregnant; 
(b) whether or not they were currently married; 
(c) whether or not they believed themselves able to have children; 
(d) whether or not they had ever used any contraceptive method. 

These items determined the sets of questions deemed relevant for the parti­
cular eligible woman. 

The first three dichotomies were used to define a variable known as 
Exposure Status consisting of the following categories: 

Category 

1 

2 

3 
4 
5 

Definition 

I. Currently pregnant 
II. Not currently pregnant 

A. Not currently married 
B. Currently married 

1. Believed infecund 
a. sterilized for contraceptive purposes 
b. Other fecundity impairments 

2. Believed fecund 

These categories identify a woman's risk of conceiving and the appropriateness 
of questions on fertility preferences and contraception. To illustrate, an 
unmarried woman is assumed to be sexually inactive and therefore not at risk. 
A currently pregnant woman has no immediate risk of conceiving although she has 
a high probability of giving birth in the next several months. 

All currently married women who were not pregnant at the time of the 
survey were divided into those currently using and not currently resorting to 
contraception. A respondent or her husband who had undergone sterilization 
for contraceptive purposes was classified under Category 3 of Exposure Status 

75 



Table 4.7 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO 
EXPOSURE STATUS BY SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES 

NOT PREGNANT 
Living with Spouse 

Selected Pregnant Widowed Other Characteristics Separated Contraceptive Fecundity Fecund 
Steril ization Impairment 

Years Since First 
Marriage 

Less than 5 25.7 1.9 0.5 0.6 71.4 

5 - 9 16.9 3.0 5.9. 1.3 72.8 

10 - 14 12.4 3.6 9.3 3.0 71.7 
15 - 19 10.3 5.0 6.7 7.6 70.5 

20 - 24 6.0 6.1 4.1 18.2 65.6 
25 - 29 1.4 6.5 3.6 40.0 48.4 
30+ .0 12.6 1.6 61.3 24.5 

Current Age 
(Years) 

Under 25 26.0 2.0 1.3 0.3 70.4 

25 - 34 16.6 2.8 5.9 1.2 73.5 
35 - 44 7.6 5.1 6.8 10.4 70.1 
45 - 49 0.8 9.6 2.8 50.4 36.4 

Number of 
Living 
Children 

None 32.3 3.2 0.4 10.0 54.2 
1 20.7 6.1 , 1.1 4.3 67.8 
2 14.6 4.3 3.2 4.3 73.5 
3 12.7 3.2 7.1 4.9 72.1 
4 12.3 3.6 8.0 7.0 69.2 
5+ 8.0 4.6 5.9 18.0 63.5 

ALL 13.1 4.3 5.1 10.5 67.1 

SOURCE: Tables 1. 6 . 1 and 1. 6 . 2 
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and was considered a current user of an effective method. Those·not currently 
using contraceptives were asked the following question, 

liAs far as you know, is it physically possible for you and your husband 
to have a child, supposing you wanted one?" 

If the response was NO or UNCERTAIN, the women were placed under Cate­
gory 4 - other fecundity imp~ir.ments.Those who replied in the affirmative 
were classified under Category 5 - beZieved fecund. This latter group re­
ceived the most questioning on preferences and use. 

The proportions of women falling in each of these five categories are 
displayed in Table 4.7 according to three demographic variables: years since 
first marriage, current age and number of living children. In this section, 
interest is focused 'on the last column of Table 4.7, representing Category 5. 

On the' whole, over two-thirds of the ever-married women under age 50 
are exposed to the risk of pregnancy. The proportions range from a high of 
74 per cent to a low of 25 per cent. Worth noting are the substantial numbers 
of women below 35 who are currently pregnant. Glancing at the older women., 
it will be seen that from a tenth to one half of those over 35 believe them­
selves to be .infecund. These fractions may be somewhat higher for women in 
their late thirties since some of those who believe themselves fecund (36 per 
cent) may be at, or past the menopause stage. Data on·this subject are 
available and will be analyzed subsequently. 
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5 FERTILITY 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

There are two fundamental dimensions to an individual woman's childbearing: 
the number of children she has had (quantity) and the pace at which she has 
had them (tempo). Separating these two dimensions remains the core problem 
of fertility analysis. 

In this chapter, the analysis will revolve around females who were born in 
a given time period (birth cohorts) and on those who were married during a 
given time period (marriage cohorts). It is expected that women who belong to 
a particular age range participate in certain common socializing experiences 
such as the prevailing level of education, health conditions, political events, 
and so on. Members of .the same marriage cohort are presumed to possess a 
common background of contraceptive technology and cultural changes in at­
titudes toward family size and contraception. 

Inasmuch as the estimation of fertility levels, trends and differentials 
is one of the major purposes of the WFS program and of the RPFS, special care 
was taken to devise and administer a set of carefully worded questions and 
interviewing procedures to obtain accurate and reliable data. 

The number of pregnancies was elicited through the use of the pregnancy 
history approach which consists of a sequence of questions intended to derive 
information on all pregnancies which resulted in: 

(1) live births 

(a) still living 
(i) in household 
(ii) elsewhere 

(b) dead 

(2) non-live births 
(a) still births 
(b) miscarriages and abortions 

Since the pregnancies are listed in the order in which they occurred and 
particular attention is paid to obtaining correct information on the dates on 
which these occurred, it is possible to probe the woman's memory to account 
for any lengthy gaps between pregnancies. The pregnancy history approach 
maximizes the recall of pregnancies which may not have resulted in a live birth 
or if they did, if such live births subsequently died or have left the house­
hold. 

The number of children ever born or current parity is one of the main 
measures employed in this chapter. This measure is based on a cross-sectional 
view at the time of the survey and makes no direct reference to the timing of 
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fertility of individual respondents. Current parity by age, marriage dura­
tion, age at first marriage, and selected background variables is discussed 
·in Section 5.2. 

The pattern of early marital fertility - rate of childbearing in the 
first five years of marriage - is considered in Section 5.3. Measures em­
ployed in this section are the interval between marriage and first birth, the 
mean number of ~irths in the first five years of marriage and the proportions 
childless during that first quinquennium. 

Current or recent fertility based on the number of births which occur 
to a defined populatiori during a specified time period is the topic of dis­
cussion in Section 5.4. Measures employed are the mean number of live births 

. du~ing the last five years to all ever-married women and to women continuously 
in the married state during that period, the proportions reporting a current 
pregnancy, and lastly, conventional age-specific fertility rates for the year 
preceding the survey. 

An overview of the pattern and differentials in fertility is provided 
in each of the above sections. The focus is on the fertility of women who 
first married 10-19 years ago. 

Recent trends in period fertility may be ascertained on the basis of 
age-specific fertility rates for a number of years preceding the survey. The 
data used here come from the restrospective pregnancy histories and are 
described in Section 5.5. 

Indications of the levels and trends in infant mortality in the 
Philippines appear in Section 5.6, based on the experience and incidence 
of child deaths by survey respondents. More detailed analYSis will be 
undertaken after proper evaluation of the data. 

5.2 CURRENT PARITY 

5.2.1 INTRODUCTION 

The accumulated number of children that any woman of given age and 
marital duration has had up to the time of interview, known as her current 
parity, is suggestive of her completed fertility and of the timing of that 
fertility during her childbearing period. Although it is possible to project 
the future quantity and the tempo of fertility on the basis of the experiences 
of women of older ages and longer marital durations, it is unwise to do so 
when fertility is changing as is happening in the Philippines. 

The per cent distribution of all ever-married women according to the 
number of children ever born by current age of woman is presented in Table 5.1. 
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Table 5.1 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO THE 
NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN BY CURRENT AGE 

Children Current Age of Ever-Married Women 
Ever 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 Total Born 

0 36.8 8.9 5.3 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.6 4.9 

1 - 2 61.2 64.4 35.4 18.5 9.8 7.8 7.2 24.4 

3 - 4 2.0 24.7 42.1 34.8 22.2 15.8 13.6 26.0 

5 - 6 0 2.0 15.4 29.6 26.5 21.3 18.4 19.0 

7 - 8 0 0 1.7 12.4 24.9 22.3 21.6 13.3 

9+ 0 0 0.1 2.3 14.2 30.5 36.6 12.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Mean 0.9 1.9 3.0 4.3 5.7 6.7 7.0 4.6 

SOURCE: Table 2.2.1A 

The mean parities shown at the bottom of the table increase with age of the 
woman thus indicating that the data are not subject to the same bias evident 
in the Indonesian Fertility Survey (1978:51) and in the earlier National 
Demographic Surveys (NOS) conducted in the Philippines in 1968 and in 1973. 
The mean parity for the total sample is 4.6 children. About 5 per cent of all 
ever-married women are childless. A quarter had 1-2 children, and just over 
one-fourth averaged 7 or more children. The mean number of children ever born 
reaches 7 for the women nearing the end of their childbearing years. 

5.2.2 LEVELS OF COMPLETED FERTILITY 

The cumulative fertility or mean children ever born to women aged 45-49 
can be taken as indicative of the level of completed fertility provided the 
data for these women are not subject to bias arising from misreporting of the 
age of woman and from recall lapse which affects the reporting of the number 
of children. Examples of results where the mean parity of women aged 45-49 
cannot be presumed as reflective of completed fertility are those from the 
Indonesian Fertility Survey (IFS) and from the 1968 and 1973 National Demog­
raphic Surveys (NOS) of the Philippines (see Table 5.4) in which the cumulative 
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fertility of ever-married women, 45-49, was reported to be lower than that of 
the women 5 years their junior. For the IFS, the mean parity of the women in 
their early forties was used to describe the overall pattern of completed fer­
tility. Since the women at these ages are mostly menopausal, very few births 
if at all are expected to occur to these women. 

As mentioned earlier, the women aged 45-49 had, on the average, seven 
live births (see Table 5.2). Two out of five women had less than this number 
of live births. Five out of fourteen had 9 or more live births while one in 
twenty-five replaced herself (2 live births). Illustrative of a high fer­
tility population, only one out of 38 women remained childless. 

Table 5.2 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER-MARRIED AND CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN 
AGED 45-49 BY THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN 

Number of Children Ever-Married Currently Married 
Ever Born Women Women 

0 2.6 2.8 

1 3.2 2.8 

2 4.0 3.9 

3 6.5 6.4 

4 7.1 7.1 

5 7.9 7.9 

6 10.5 10.2 

7 10.4 10.6 

8 11.2 10.7 

9+ 36.5 37.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Mean Number of Children 
Ever Born 7.0 7.0 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.1A and 2.2.1B 
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The second column of the table gives the distribution of currently 
married women by the number of children ever born. This group of women is of 
interest because they are the ones exposed continuously to the risk of child­
bearing. It can be seen that no significant differences exist between the 
distributions of the ever-married and currently married women. The mean 
parity of both groups of women is identical -- 7 children. 

The observed similarity between the currently married and ever-married 
women is expected in view of the fact that the currently married women com­
prised 96 per cent of all ever-married women in the same age group. It should 
be recalled that the chapter on nuptiality pointed to the relative stability 
of marital unions in the Philippines. The data suggest an association between 
marital stability and fertility, although an in-depth analysis would be re­
quired to determine the degree and direction of relationship. 

About three per cent of these women were childless. Since voluntary 
childlessness in the Philippines may be considered insubstantial, this pro­
portion can be taken as an estimate of primary sterility where either husband 
or wife is incapable of having any children. 

Completed fertility can also be examined by using parity-progression 
ratios (PPR) which measure the chance of having an additional child or the 
chance that the family will be enlarged by another child. Of all ever-married 
women who achieved specific parities, these ratios give the percentage who 
later had at least one more live birth. The PPR for parity five, for example, 
is derived by dividing the number of women who reported having six or more 
live births by the number of women who have five or more live births. For this 
particular parity, the PPR among ever-married women is equal to .854, which 
means that 85 per cent of the women who had at least 5 children went on to have 
at least one more child. The PPRs for the ever-married women and the currently 
married women aged 45-49 are shown graphically in Figure 5.1. The PPRs decline 
gradually, and for the currently married women quite symmetrically, until 
parity 7 for the ever-married women and parity 8 for the currently married when 
the PPRs decline rather steeply. Of the ever-married women who had 7 children, 
78 per cent had at least one more live birth. The corresponding proportion 
among currently married women was 82 per cent. An extreme example was that 
almost two-thirds of women who reported bearing nine children went on to have 
a tenth child. 

5.2.3 DIFFERENTIALS IN COMPLETED FERTILITY 

Analysis of fertility by socio-economic subgroups leads to an understand­
ing of the factors affecting reproductive behavior. The discussion of fertility 
differentials herein will be limited to women who are near the end of their 
childbearing. Differential fertility for the other groups will be examined 
later. Mean completed fertility by selected socio-economic characteristics are 
shown in Table 5.3. Column 1 gives the mean'completed fertility for each 
category of the independent variable. 
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The inverse association between fertility and education is shown by 
the data. The mean number of children ever born decreases systematically 
with increasing educational level, although the differences in fertility 
among unschooled women and those who had 1-7 years of education were minor. 
Women who went on to secondary education produced one child less than those 
with lower education. College-degree holders reported about 5 children, 
half a child less than those who had not succeeded in obtaining a degree. 

Metropolitan Manila women, as expected, reported the smallest family 
size -- 6.0 children. Those residing in Luzon and the Visayas averaged 7 
children apiece while Mindanao women produced a mean of 8 children. 

A look at religious groupings reveals two homogeneous clusters; one 
consists of those women who had seven children or thereabouts (Roman Catholics 
and Aglipayans) and the second is formed by those who had about 8 children 
(Protestants and the remaining sects). The women who were not identified witn 
any of the major religious groups averaged just under 7 children. These dif­
ferences must be interpreted with caution as most of the means are based on 
less than 50 cases. 

The wives of white-collar workers (professional, clerical, and sales) 
showed relatively low fertility (5.5-5.9 children). Those whose husbands were 
agricultural workers averaged 7.3 children and those of blue-collar workers, 
service excepted, had a mean of 7.5 children. 

Rural fertility is higher than urban fertility. On the average, 
urbanites reported a child less than their country cousins. 

Pattern of work experience identifies the women who have worked both 
before and after marriage as relatively lower fertility groups, the mean 
children ever born ranging from 6.0-6.4 children. The rest of the women had 
mean completed fertility of over 7 children. 

In order to partially control for the amount of exposure to the risk of 
childbearing, the means were standardized on age at marriage. The standardized 
means recorded in column 2 of Table 5.3 were derived by using the age at mar­
riage distribution of the entire group of ever-married women aged 45-49 as the 
standard. 

It can be gleaned from the standardized means that the pattern of dif­
ferentials by the socio-economic variables was basically the same as the one 
described using the unstandardized means. The major effect of the standard­
ization procedure was the narrowing of the differentials by categories in all 
of the background variables considered. Some of the means increased while the 
others decreased. This implies some influence exerted by age at marriage on 
the observed fertility differentials. To illustrate, Metro Manila women had 
1.2 children less than the Luzon women before standardization; this difference 
narrowed to 0.8 children after controlling for age at marriage. Similarly, 
the urban-rural difference of 1.2 children was reduced to only 0.7 children. 
To cite an extreme case, the differential between women with primary education 
and those who never went to school disappeared after standardization. 
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Table 5.3 f\'lEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO EVER-MARRIED WOMEN 
AGED 45-49 YEARS BY SELECTED BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Mean Standardized 
Background Children ~iean 
Variable Ever Born CEsa 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 7.9 7.3 
Primary 7.6 7.3 
Intermediate 7.2 7.0 
High School 6.2 6.5 
Same College (5.4) (5.7) 
With College 

Degree 4.9 5.1 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Metro Manila 6.0 6.3 
Luzon 7.2 7.1 
Visayas 6.B 6.9 
Mindanao 7.5 7.3 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 6.2 6.5 
Rural 7.4 7.2 

RELIGION 
Roman Catho11c 6.9 6.9 
Protestant (8.3) (B.2) 
Iglesia ni 

Kristo (B.1) (7.9) 
Aglipayan 7.0 7.2 
Islam (7.B) (7.5) 
Others (6.6) (6.0) 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.6.A to 2.2.6.F 
~tandardized on age at first marriage. 

Mean 
Background Children 
Variable Ever Born 

HUSBAND1S OCCUPATION 
Professional 5.7 
Clerical 5.5 
Sales 5.9 
Agriculture, Self-

Employed 7.3 
Agriculture, Not 

Se 1 f- Emp 1 oyed 7.3 
Services 6.4 
Manual, Skilled 7.5 
Manual, Unskilled (7.7) 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 6.4 
Now not Before 7.3 
Before & After 6.0 
Only After 7.3 
Only Before (7.2) 
Never Horked 7.1 

ALL 7.0 
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r~ean 
CESa 

6.8 
5.9 
6.4 

7.0 

7.2 
6.5 
7.4 

(7.5) 

6.B 
7.1 
6.5 
7.1 

(B.O) 
7.0 
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5.2.4 PARITY WITH1N AGE GROUPS 

The preceding paragraphs concentrated on those women who are moving 
out of the reproductive ages. Attention now shifts to those women who are 
still forming thei~ families. Although these younger women may represent the 
45-49 age group at ear1ier points in time, it is not possible to do so in a 
situation of changing fertility. Under such circumstances, successive birth 
cohorts cannot be treated as if they were successive ages of a single birth 
cohort. 

In looking for changes in fertility, the mean parities for all women, 
regardless of marital status, may be compared. Any change since the 1960 
Census will indicate change in popu1ation replacement. The 1960 Census 
figures for all women and for ever-married women are shown in Table 5.4. There 
is no change in mean parity for all women aged 15-49 in the 18-years period. 
However, it should be noted that the means for age groups 20-34 are lower in 
the survey than in the census despite the expectation that in ordinary cir­
cumstances, the survey would pick up more births than a census. In this 

Table 5.4 MEAN PARITY OF ALL WOMEN AND EVER-MARRIED WOMEN BY AGE GROUP FROM 
VARIOUS SOURCES 

Age All Women Ever-;-Married Women 
Census RPFS Census NOS NOS RPFS Group 1960 1978 1960 1968 1973 1978 

15-19 0.1 0.1 0.7 1.1 0.8 0.9 

20-24 1.0 0.7 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.9 

25-29 2.5 2.1 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.0 

30-34 3.9 3.6 4.4 4.6 4.5 4.3 

35-39 5.0 5.0 5.5 5.7 5.7 5.7 

40-44 5.4 6.1 6.0 6.3 6.5 6.7 

45-49 5.4 6.5 5.9 6.2 6.4 7.0 

ALL 2.6 2.6 4.1 4.6 4.6 4.6 

SOURCE: 1960 Republic of the Philippines Census; 1968 and 1973 National 
Demographic Surveys; and Tables 2.2.1A and 2.2.1B, RPFS 

87 



regard, the recording of births in the RPFS is believed to be particularly 
complete. Therefore, the decline evident in the age groups 20-34 is apparent­
ly real and more than likely understated. As expected, after age 40, the 
survey data yield higher means than the census, since women in their forties 
when questioned in detail during a fertility survey are less likely to omit 
early births. 

If the cumulative fertility for all age groups 15-49 for the surveys -
4.6 children - are taken to indicate the fertility level in recent years, 
then there is no evidence of fertility decline among married women during the 
immediate past. In fact, the data for women in their forties point to a rising 
fertility. However, it must be borne in mind that any decrease infertility 
is only reflected in children ever born per married woman when a downward 
trend is well established. 

At this juncture, it is worthwhile mentioning that the techniques for 
eliciting information on children ever born in the census and in the surveys 
varied. The census covers a wide range of topics and the collection of data 
on fertility is just one peripheral concern. The RPFS, on the other hand, was 
conducted mainly to gather information on the fertility behavior of Filipino 
women. The exhaustive process of elictting data on the woman's pregnancy 
history, where questions were asked about all pregnancies experienced, regard­
less of the type of termination (live birth, stillbirth, miscarriage or 
abortion), in chronological order, assures a relatively complete recording of 
the live births. The same procedure was followed in the 1968 and 1973 surveys. 
The 1968 NOS covered some 7,237 households while the 1973 NOS covered 8,434 
households. The RPFS had a wider scope with 12,742 households. However, it 
is obvious that the RPFS succeeded in eliciting a much better response from 
the women in the older age groups, thus minimizing errors in the data. 

Irrespective of time period, each age cohort of women (ever-married or 
currently married) had higher mean cumulative fertility than the cohort born 
5 years later, with the exception of the women aged 45-49 for the data prior 
to 1978, where serious errors in the reporting of live births for these women 
may have been committed. The 1973 NOS fertility data were tested for various 
kinds of errors by Cabigon (1976) who discovered that the responses of the 
oldest respondents were subject to event misplacement as well as to omissions 
and age misreporting to a greater extent than those of the younger women. 

The RPFS results show that the mean parities of the ever-married women 
and the currently married women by age groups are the same; therefore, the 
latter have not been included in the comparison on Table 5.4. One should 
expect higher parities for the currently married women since these women are 
the ones continuously exposed to the risk of childbearing should there be a 
high rate of marital dissolution. In this instance, the data provide support 
to the relative stability of marital unions in the Philippines. As cited 
earlier, only 4 per cent of the respondents were not currently married women. 

Three trends in mean parity can be discerned from Table 5.4 by scruti­
nizing the figures horizontally. A declining trend in mean children ever born 
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is evident among the women in the ages 15-19 and 25-34. By 1978, the mean 
parities of the youngest women and those aged 25-34 dropped by 18 per cent and 
6 per cent, respectively, from their 1968 levels. No apparent changes were 
demonstrated by women in the ages 20-24 and 35-39 throughout the years under 
consideration. The increases in the mean parity among women in their 40s are 
indicative of the quality of reporting. The census is believed to have under­
stated the number of live births for these women, particularly among the 
oldest women who were more likely to forget children who were no longer living 
in the household or those who had died at an early age. The 1973 NOS has been 
shown to have suffered from recall errors in the reporting of births, especial­
ly event misplacement which refers to errors in reporting dates of birth in 
the five or more years previous to the time of survey. The levels of the RPFS 
for these last age groups attest to the greater accuracy and reliability of 
the information. (See Figure 5.2). 

5.2.5 PARITY WITHIN MARITAL DURATION GROUPS 

Some of the most useful fertility analyses are based on groups of women 
who form part of the same marriage cohort. Women belonging to the same mar­
riage cohort have had about the same exposure to childbearing and have in 
common certain historical and cultural circumstances relevant to fertility and 
to intentions for family growth. 

Table 5.5 presents the data on various cohorts of women who married in 
the same five-year intervals going back in time from the date of the survey. 
The data are presented for all ever-married and currently married women. 

Table 5.5 MEAN CHILDREN EVER BORN PER EVER-MARRIED AND CURRENTLY MARRIED 
WOMEN BY YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

Years Since Ever-Married Currently Married 
First Marriage Women Women 

o - 4 1.2 1.2 

5 - 9 3.0 3.0 

10 - 14 4.4 4.5 

15 - 19 5.8 5.8 

20 - 24 7.1 7.1 

25 - 29 7.9 8.0 

30+ 8.5 8.5 

Total 4.6 4.6 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.2A and 2.2.2B 
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WOMEN BY AGE FROM VARIOUS SOURCES 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-'39 40-44 45-49 

CURRENT AGE 

SOURCE: TABLE 5.4 
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As expected, the average number of live births increased with increasing 
length of marriage. An average of 1.8 children more distinguished the women 
who had been married 5 to 9 years from those who had been wedded less than 5 
years. For women with marital duration of 10-14 years the average increase in 
number of children ever born over those with the shortest marriage duration 
was a little over 3 children. 

It can be noted from the table that no difference in means by marital 
duration exists between the ever-married and the currently married women. This 
simply brings to the fore, once again, the high degree of marital stability 
characteristic of Philippine nuptiality. 

The reader is warned not to tre~t the high parities reported for marital 
dur~tions of 25 year~ or more as mere indicative of compl eted fertil ity than 
the current parity of women in their late forties cited in the foregoing 
section. It should be pointed out that very fertile women form a select group 
of Filipinos who married at very young ages and are more likely to be atypical. 

5.2.6 EFFECTS OF AGE AT MARRIAGE 

The data on mean children ever born by age at first marriage, controlling 
for duration of marriage, are contained in Table 5.6. The data refer only to 
currently married women below 40 years of age. Basically, the same results are 
provided by the data on ever-married women. Nevertheless, the currently 
married women are preferred because of the possible effects of marital disrup­
tions on fertility. 

Since the table is restricted to women under 40, certain cells are 
blocked off as they would include women 40 years or older. Since fecundity 
declines sharply at age 40, a low parity may result simply because a relatively 
greater share of the woman's marital exposure took place in these less fertile 
ages. 

Late marriage for a woman results in fewer years of exposure before the 
onset of menopause and in spending a greater proportion of her exposure during 
the less fecund ages. Table 5.6 suggests that age at marriage per se has 
little additional impact as can be seen in the first two rows. The possibility 
that marriages in the late teens are most fertile even when marital duration 
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Table 5.6 MEAN CHILDREN EVER BORN PER CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN BY YEARS SINCE 
FIRST MARRIAGE AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE CONFINED TO WOMEN LESS 

T:iAN 40 YEARS OF AGE 

Years Since Age at First Marriage 
First Marriage Less than 15 15-17 18-19 20-21 22-24 25-29 

o - 4 ( 1.4) 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2 

5 - 9 2.7 3.2 3.2 2.9 2.8 2.9 

10 - 14 4.5 4.7 4.7 4.5 4.4 

15 - 19 5.7 6.4 6.3 

SOURCE: Table 2.2.3B 

is taken into account, is implied in the next two rows. However, it should be 
pointed out that the decline which appears to come with late marriage is found 
among women in their late thirties who may have been suffering from fecundity 
loss. 

5.2.7 EFFECT OF EXPLANATORY VARIABLES 

What has been discussed previously is the relationship between 
fertility and some selected background variables. Attention will now be given 
to the women who were married 10 to 19 years before the survey. These women 
have had approximately the same amount of exposure to childbearing. On the 
average, they are about 15 years onto their marriage and are at a point where 
the practice of family planning may offer an attractive alternative. Women 
found in this marital duration group are almost entirely between ages 25 to 44 
and represent a broad range in age at marriage. 

It will be observed from Table 5.7 that: (a) the mean number of 
children decreases with increasing education of the mother (unschooled women 
proving the exception); (b) Metro Manilans have fewer children than their 
counterparts in the main islands; (c) rural fertility exceeds that of the 
cities; (d) Iglesia ni Kristo followers produce fewer children than other 
religious groups; (e) farmer's wives bear more children than any other occupa­
tional group; and (f) those who hqd worked before marriage and who are current­
ly working report smaller families than women with other patterns of work 
activity. 
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Table 5.7 MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN TO EVER-MARRIED WOMEN WHO 
HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR 10-19 YEARS AT THE TIME OF THE 

SURVEY BY SELECTED BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Background Variable Mean Background Variable 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION HUSBAND'S EDUCATION 
None 5.1 Professional 
Primary 5.4 Clerical 
Intermediate 9.4 Sales 
High School 4.7 Agriculture, Self-
Some College 4.0 Employed 
With College Degree 3.9 Agriculture, Not Self-

Employed 
Services 

REGION OF RESIDENCE Manual, Skilled 
Metro Manila 4.2 Manual, Unskilled 
Luzon 5.1 
Visayas 5.2 PATTERN OF WORK Mindanao 5.4 

Before and Now 
Now not Before 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE Before & After 
Urban 4.5 Only After 
Rural 5.3 Only Before 

Never Worked 

RELIGION ALL 
Roman Catholic 5.1 
Protestant 4.9 
Iglesia ni Kristo 4.4 
Aglipayan 5.1 
Islam 5.0 
Others 5.2 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.7A to 2.2.7E 
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Mean 

4.0 
4.0 
4.7 

5.4 

5.4 
4.4 
5.1 
5.1 

4.7 
5.0 
5.2 
5.1 
5.1 
5.3 

5.1 



The identification of high fertility subgroups in Table 5.7 does not 
imply that these categories will end up with high completed parities. What 
can be inferred from the data is that rural-based women, elementary graduates~ 
Mindanao residents, farm owner-operators, and women who have never worked are 
prime targets for family planning programs. 

5.3 EARLY MARITAL FERTILITY 

Early fertility, as considered in this section, refers only to the 
births reported by women who have had at least five years of marital exposure. 
Recently married women were excluded to avoid biases that may be caused by 
those not having had any births as yet. The timing of the first birth and the 
incidence of childbearing among the groups of women married at least five 
years will be examined in subsequent paragraphs. 

The first indicator of the rate of childbearing in the first few years 
of marriage is the distribution of women according to time from marriage to 
first birth by age at marriage as shown in Table 5.8. This table also pre­
sents data on the mean length of the first birth intervals, the number of pre­
marital births, and the number of women reported childless during the five­
years period. The reader is cautioned about the extreme sensitivity of the 
data to misreporting of dates. 

Over the first five years, about three out of every hundred babies were 
born out of wedlock, indicating that the premarital fertility rate in the 
Philippines is almost as low as that of Sri lanka (1978:89) in 1975 (2 per 
cent). The incidence of pre-marital conceptions also appears to be low. The 
same percentage of women reported a birth within the first seven months of 
marriage, 6 per cent, as was recorded in Sri lanka. 

Within the first five years of marriage, the great majority (95 per 
cent) of women have had at least one live birth with the mean interval between 
marriage and first birth coming to 18.9 months. Table 5.8 reveals the peak 
interval to be 12 to 23 months. One-third of the newlyweds had their first 
baby before their first anniversary. By their second wedding anniversary, 89 
per cent had had their first birth. 

The distribution and the mean vary at very early ages at marriage. The 
effects of adolescent sterility and sub-fecundity are evident among women who 
married below 15. The mean length of the interval is 33.2 months with 16 per 
cent of the brides in this age-at-marriage cohort being childless. Not sur­
prisingly, for those who married at 30 years or older, the proportion childless 
was one-eighth although the mean i nterya 1 was 16.8 months. 

The historical data relating to the timing of first births for three 
marriage cohorts appear in Appendix Table 2.1.1. This table suggests that 
early marital fertility has hardly changed over the last two or so decades, 
once changes in age at marriage over this period of time have been taken into 
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Table 5.8 PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED AT LEASl 5 YEARS AGO ACCORDING TO INTERVAL 
BETWEEN FIRST t'lARRIAGE AND FIRST BIRTH BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE, MEAN NUt~8ER OF CHILDREN 

BORN IN FIRST FIVE YEARS SINCE MARRIAGE AND PER CENT CHILDLESS 

-----
Interval From Marriage or First 

Meanb Age at Negative Births in Months Per Cent Mean 
First Childless Intervala 

~1arri age Interval 0-7 8-11 12-23 24-35 36-47 48-59 

< 15 1.2 3.7 15.0 35.0 18.9 4.7 5.4 16.1 33.2 1.7 

15-17 1.8 4.7 28.0 39.3 15.5 4.8 1.4 4.6 20.2 2.1 

18-19 2.0 6.2 35.4 38.7 9.8 3.1 0.9 3.8 17.8 2.2 
\,.() 
(J1 

20-21 3.1 6.1 36.8 38.3 9.0 2.3 1.1 3.4 16.9 2.3 

22-24 3.5 6.7 36.7 36.6 8.6 2.4 1.6 3.9 16.5 2.2 

25-29 5.9 7.6 38.6 29.6 8.7 2.2 2.0 5.4 16.2 2.2 

30+ 7.1 4.4 30.6 29.3 9.8 4.1 2.2 12.6 16.8 1.9 

ALL 2.8 5.8 32.7 37.3 11.5 3.4 1.6 5.0 18.9 2.2 

SOURCE: Tables 2.1.1. and 2.1.2A 

aExcZudes negative interval. 

bMean nwnber of chiZcJr.en born in fi2 1st five years since maY'1'iage. 



account. There is certainly no evidence of any changes in the incidence of 
pre-marital births or conceptions and the mean interval between marriage and 
first live birth varies little across the three cohorts. 

A second indicator of early fertility is the number of live births 
reported in the first five years of marriage. For most women this will be 
1, 2 or 3. The mean for all women married at least five years is 2.2 
children. The explanatory variables taken into account are education, region 
and place of residence, religion, husband's occupation, and pattern of wife's 
work. Again, the focus will be on women who married 10 to 19 years before the 
survey. By excluding women with longer marital durations, the risk of under­
reporting or mis-dating early births is minimized. The fact that women married 
less than 10 years ago are about two-fifths the size of those married 10-19 
years results in a loss of precision. 

The average number of children born during the first five years of 
marriage is given for various subgroups of the marriage cohort, 10-19 years, 
in Table 5.9. The averages in the table display only small deviations from 
the mean of 2.2. Taking only those differences from the mean in excess of 
0.1, it can be observed that unschooled women, those who had primary education 
and the Moslems had low early fertility. Only two groups, those with blue­
collar husbands and those who worked before marriage have high early fertility. 
Worth noting is the absence of any differential between those who never worked 
and those who worked since marriage. 

Comparing Table 5.9 with Table 5.7 which gives the mean parity of this 
cohort a decade later provides evidence of spacing by some subgroups. Take 
the case of the women with at least a high school diploma. They are slightly 
above the mean in their early fertility but Table 5.7 shows them to be well 
under the mean ten years later. Thus, it can be seen that these women bore 
their first two children just as quickly as did their less-educated sisters but 
then slowed down their reproductive performance in comparison with the latter. 
It appears that these women, as well as those who also manifest the same pat­
tern like the urbanites and those married to salesmen, follow a different pat­
tern of family formation from most other subgroups. 

In sum, the preceding paragraphs point to the existence of two types of 
marital fertility: 

(1) most subgroups reveal a rather high rate of childbearing per year 
of married life; they start high and continue at a high level; 

(2) the well-educated women, the city dwellers and those with spouses 
in sales start their married life with a high rate of childbearing but slow 
down after the first few children. Secondary analysis of the pregnancy 
histories will have to be undertaken to ascertain whether this last pattern 
is of long-standing or one that reflects a recent decline in the fertility 
of the more modern subgroups, presumably resulting from contraceptive use. 
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Table 5.9 MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN WITHIN FIRST 5 YEARS OF ~1.A,RRIAGE 
CONFINED TO WOMEN WITH 10-19 YEARS OF ~lARITAL EXPOSURE 

BY SELECTED BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

uuckground Variable Mean Background Variable Mean 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
None 1.8 Professional 2.2 
Primary 2.1 Clerical 2.1 
Intern~edi ate 2.3 Sales 2.3 
High School 2.3 Agriculture, Self-
Same College 2.3 Employed 2.2 
With College Degree 2.2 Agriculture, Not Self-

Employed 2.2 
Services 2.2 

REGION OF RESIDENCE Manual, Skilled and 
Metro Manila 2.2 Unskil1eda 2.3 

Luzon 2.2 
Visayas 2.2 PATTERN OF WORK Mindanao 2.3 

Before and Now 2.2 
Now not Before 2.2 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE Before & After 2.2 
Urban 2.3 Only After 2.2 
Rural 2.2 Only Before 2.4 

Never Harked 2.2 

RELIGION ALL 2.2 
Roman Catholic 2.2 
Protestant 2.1 
Iglesia ni Krista 2.1 
Aglipayan 2.2 
Islarr. 1.9 
Others 2.3 

SOURCE: Tables 2.l.2A to 2.1.2H 

a 
Mean recalcuZated for combined category. 
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5,4 CURRENT FERTILITY 

An analogous measure to that of early marital fertility is the mean 
number of live births in the past five years which is considered in this 
section. The interval here refers to the five years immediately preceding 
the date of interview. However, the date of interview will vary as the field 
work was conducted. over a period of four and a half months thus blurring the 
time interval at the end points. 

The criterion for this indicator requires that the woman be married 
continuously during the past five years. An advantage of this measure is its 
ease of computation but its disadvantage lies in the systematic selection of 
women who married while young. 

5.4.1 THE NUMBER OF BIRTHS IN PAST FIVE YEARS 

Table 5.10 lists the mean number of births in the past five years to 
women continuously married during that interval according to her present age 

Table 5.10 THE MEAN NUMBER OF LIVE BIRTHS IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS TO WOMEN 
CONTINUOUSLY MARRIED DURING THIS INTERVAL, AND THE PERCENTAGE 

REPORTING A CURRENT PREGNANCY BY AGE 

Age Five Current Births Percentage Reporting in the Past Yeurs Ago Age Five Yearsa a Current Pregnancy 

10-14 15-19 (1. 5) 27.9 

15-19 20-24 2.2 26.1 

20-24 25-29 1.8 19.0 

25-29 30-34 1.4 14.9 

30-34 35-39 1.2 11.0 

35-39 40-44 0.8 4.5 

40-44 45-49 0.3 0.9 

ALL 1.2 13.6 

SOURCE: Tables 2.4.2 and 2.4.5. 

bRefers to ?,239 women who had been continuousZy married over the past five years. 
Refers to 8~863 currently married women. 

98 



and that five years earlier. The overall mean parity is 1.2, corresponding 
to about 240 births annually per 1,000 married women in the past five years. 
The initial value of 1.5 for the group currently aged 15-19 is 0.4 below that 
obtained for this age group in the first five years of marriage. For the 
oldest group, the mean is 0.3 corresponding to 60 births per 1000 married 
women of these ages per year during the preceding quinquennium. 

The means for the different categories of the various background 
variables are presented in Table 5.11. Appendix Table 2.4.3 also gives a more 
detailed age breakdown. 

The subpopulations with high recent marital fertility are the Moslems, 
the agricultural laborers, and those who worked before or before and since mar­
riage. The subgroups with much lower marital fertility are those who had 
never been to school or the college educated, the Metro Manilans or other 
urbanites, those whose husbands are white-collar workers and those who are 
currently working. Standardizing for age changes some of the rankings but the 
resulting range is very small. 

The differentials by educational categories are as expected with only 
the unschooled deviating from the pattern. After standardization for age, the 
ratios for both the unschooled and the college degree holders increase and the 
latter subgroup revealing a mean similar to that of the high school graduates, 
Otherwise, the pattern of declining mean parities with increasing educational 
attainment is still present, the two extreme educational groups excepted. 

5.4.2 THE PERCENTAGE REPORTING A CURRENT PREGNANCY 

Turning back to Table 5.10, it can be noted that one-seventh of the 
women in this group believed themselves pregnant. The percentages decline 
monotonically and rapidly with age from a high of 27.9 per cent at ages 15-19 
to a very low 0.9 per cent at ages 45-49. 

This indicator can be checked by comparing it with the age-specific 
marital fertility rates appearing in Table 5.12. A rate of R births annually per 
1000 married women implied 0.75 R in a nine-mont~ period. The percentage preg­
nant would be 0.075 R without taking into account fetal loss. In fact a pro­
portion of women greater than 0.075 R would have to be pregnant to compensate 
for fetal loss. When the proportions pregnant were estimated from the 1977 
rates, it was discovered that: (1) for women aged 15-29, the ratio of reported 
pregnancies to the estimated was approximately 82 per cent; (2) for women in 
their thirties, the corresponding ratio was approximately 75 per cent; while 
(3) for women in their forties, it was 67 per cent. The reporting of current 
pregnancies seems to be fairly accurate even for the older ages. Given that 
fetal loss has been ignored and that pregnancies in the early stages are 
largely undiscerned, the reported percentage currently pregnant comes relative­
ly close to the true figure for women under age 30 and is not too bad for the 
older women. 
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Table 5.11 MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS TO 
~JmIJEN WHO HAVE BEEN CONTINUOUSLY IN MARRIED STATE IN 

THE LAST FIVE YEARS BY BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Background Mean Standardized Background Mean Standardized 
Variable Meana Variable Meana 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 

None 1.0 1.1 Professional 0.8 0.9 
Primary 1.3 1.4 Clerical 0.9 0.9 

Sales 1.0 1.0 Intermediate 1.3 1.2 Agriculture, High School 1.1 1.0 
Some College 1.0 0.9 Self-Employed 1.3 1.3 
~~ith Co 11 ege Agriculture, Not 

Degree 0.9 1.0 Self-Employed 1.4 1.3 
Services 0.9 0.9 

REGION OF RESIDENCE r~anua 1, Ski 11 eg 
and Unski 11 ed 1.2 1.2 

~1etro ~lan i 1 a 0.9 0.9 
Luzon 1.2 1.2 
Visayas 1.2 1.3 PATTERN OF WORK 
Mindanao 1.4 1.3 Before and Now 1.1 1.2 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE Now not Before 1.0 1.1 
Before & After 1.5 1.4 

Urban 1.0 1.0 Only After 1.1 1.1 
Rural 1.3 1.3 Only Before 1.5 1.3 

Never ~\lorked 1.3 1.2 
REtIGION 

Roman Catholic 1.2 1.2 ALL 1.2 1.2 
Protestant 1.2 1.2 
Iglesia ni Kristo 1.2 1.1 
Aglipayan 1.1 1.2 
Islam 1.4 1.2 
Others 1.2 1.2 

SOURCE: Tables 2.4.3A1 to 2.4.3A6 

aStandardized on current age. 

bMean recalculated for combined category. 
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5.5 A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF TRENDS IN FERTILITY RATES 

Partly as a validation of the data obtained in the RPFS and partly as 
a first look at trends, age-specific fertility rates and age-specific marital 
fertility rates for 1977 derived from the survey were compared with corres­
ponding rates from the 1968 and 1973 rounds of the National Demographic Survey 
(NOS). Discrepancies will be indicative of a combination of real change and 
of deficiencies in any or all of the three sources. 

An age-specific fertility rate is the ratio of (a) births to an age 
group of women in a specified interval of time, usually a year, to (b) the 
total number of woman-years spent in that age group in the specified time 
interval. The sum of these rates is referred to as the Total Fertility Rate 
(TFR) and may be interpreted as the average number of births that a woman 
would have if she survived the entire reproductive span and experienced the 
specified period rates at each age. 

A marital fertility rate is analogous to the age-specific fertility 
rate except for two differences: first, only marital births are included in 
the numerator; and second, the denominator comprises ever-married women only. 
When the number of children born outside of wedlock is negligible, the differ­
ence between the two rates would depend on the number of married women in the 
denominator. The larger the number of married women in each age group, the 
closer will marital fertility be to total fertility. 

The 1977 rates based on RPFS appearinTable 5.12 along with similar rates 
for 1965 and 1970 obtained from the 1973 NOS round.1 Although an earlier NOS 
was undertaken in 1968, the data for that survey were not utilized since 
Cabigon (1976) proved that the 1973 NOS was far superior in quality to that of 
1968. To obtain an earlier set of rates, the data relating to the period 1963-
67 as obtained from the 1973 NOS were used instead. Birth registration data 
were not utilized for comparison because of the well-known incompleteness in 
vital events registration. 

During the five-year period 1965 to 1970, the TFR fell from 6.30 to 5.89, 
an average annual percentage decline (geometric) of 0.96 per cent. From 1970 
to 1977, the corresponding decline was 2.28 per cent. The greatest declines 
were evident among the teen-age group in both periods. Taking the 1970-1977 
decreases alone it can be seen that substantial changes downward occurred in 
all age groups. (See Figure 5.3). 

Comparison of the marital fertility rates by period brings to light an 
acceleration in the decline during the seven-years period, 1970-1977. The 
average annual percentage drop for thi s peri od was 0.81 per cent as opposed to 
a mere 0.06 per cent for the period 1965-1970. 

INCSO estimates of total fertility rates calculated on a per woman~ 
rather than a per woman-year basis~ for the periods 1960-1965~ 1965-1970 
and 1970-1975 based on the 1970 and 1975 Censuses of Population are 6.8~ 6.3, 
5.6~ respectively (NCSO-UNFPA Monograph No.2). 
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Table 5.12 AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY AND MARITAL FERTILITY RATES FOR 1965 AND 1970 (NDS) AND 1977 (RPFS) 

Age Group Age-Specific Fertility Rates 
1965 a 1970 1977 Age Group Age-Specific Marital Fertility Rates 

1965 a 1970 1977 

TOTAL FERTILITY TOTAL MARITAL 
RATE 6.30 5.89 5.01 FERTILITY RATE 9.67 9.63 9.10 

15 - 19 74 56 41 15 - 19 430 449 436 

20 - 24 254 227 204 20 - 24 434 443 443 
I-' 
0 25 - 29 313 302 236 25 - 29 388 378 331 N 

30 - 34 281 272 241 30 - 34 314 307 288 

35 - 39 216 199 172 35 - 39 237 217 202 

40 - 44 101 100 89 40 - 44 110 108 99 

45 - 49 20 22 18 45 - 49 21 24 20 

aBased on 1963-67 rates estima-ted from the 1973 NDS. 
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Placing the overall rates and marital rates side by side one can con­
clude that the decline under age 25 has been due largely to deferment of mar­
riage. The marital rates for the three periods hardly differ for these ages. 
Within marriage, the declines started by age 25 with special concentration on 
women in their forties. This pattern is in conformity with findings elsewhere 
since it is usually the older and higher parity women who take the lead in 
practicing family planning. 

Data from the pregnancy histories collected in the individual inter­
views along with information on the proportion of women at each age derived 
from the household schedule can be combined to form estimates of past 
schedules of age-specific fertility rates. Since information on fertility was 
obtained only for women below 50 years of age, the further one goes back in 
time, the less complete the age-specific fertility schedules become. Con­
sequently, half of the cells in Table 5.13 are empty. (See Figure 5.4). 

As previously mentioned, one of the main purposes of presenting these 
data is to begin assessing their quality, both by comparing with other sources 
and by searching for internal consistency. The data stand up well to both 
these criteria. The RPFS data for the periods centered on 1970 and 1965 are 
quite close to the NDS data for the same periods despite the independence and 
differing methodologies of the two sets of figures. Such close correspondence 
enhances the analyst's feeling of confidence in the data. 

In terms of internal consistency, there are only six .cells showing 
estimates falling for the more distant past which may indicate some omission 
of births by older women in the survey. Both the long standing fertility 
decline at the younger ages caused by increasing age at marriage, and the much 
more recent decrease at the older ages are clearly visible. 

This initial assessment leads to the conclusion that the pregnancy 
histories compiled in the RPFS are of sufficient quality to justify more re­
fined analysis later on. 

5,6 INDICATfONS OF CHILD MORTALITY 

The current family size or number of living children reported by a 
respondent results from the number of live births she has produced and from 
any deaths which ma.y have occurred to these live-born children. Table 5.14 
records the per cen~ distributions of family size for all ever-married women 
in the survey and for those in their late 40s. For easy comparison, the 
corresponding distributions of the numbers of live births are also included in 
said table. It is clear that the average woman has 4.1 children still living 
out of a total of 4.6 ever born, representing a loss of half a child or appro­
ximately 11 per cent of all live births. Among women in their late forties, 
the difference increases to nearly one child or close to 13 per cent. Thus, 
about one-ninth to nearly a seventh of all live births do not survive to adult­
hood. It should be poillted out that women aged 45-49 will have borne their 
children 10 to 30 years before the survey and the child losses depicted in 
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Table 5.13 AGE AND PERIOD SPECIFIC RATES FROM 1978 RPFS OR FIVE-YEAR TIME INTERVALS 
FROM 1945 TO 1977 AND FIVE-YEAR AGE INTERVALS 

Age at Time Age-Specific Fertility Ratesa 

of Birth 
1977 1975 1970 1965 1960 1955 1950 1945 

15 - 19 41 53 76 76 94 99 84 41 

20 - 24 204 216 253 254 277 264 225 
...... 
0 25 - 29 236 245 300 313 316 304 U1 

30 - 34 241 235 286 292 290 

35 - 39 172 180 220 243 

40 - 44 89 91 132 

45 - 49 18 29 

SOURCE: Special tabulations from 1978 RPFS. 

aSingl~ year for 1977 and five-y~ar averages aentered around 1975~ 1970~ 1965~ 1960~ 1955, 1950~ and 1945. 
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Table 5.14 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER-
BORN AND STILL LIVING FOR ALL EVER-MARRIED WOMEN AND 

FOR THOSE CURRENTLY AGED 45-49 

Number of Ever Born Still Living 
Children All 45-49 All 45-49 

0 4.9 2.6 5.3 3.1 

1 10.9 3.2 12.1 3.6 

2 13.5 4.0 14.8 5.5 

3 13.8 6.5 14.6 7.6 

4 12.2 7.1 13.6 8.9 

5 10.0 7.9 10.7 11.6 

6 9.0 10.5 9.1 12.3 

7 7.2 10.4 7.7 15.4 

8 6.1 11.2 5.1 11.8 

9+ 12.4 36.5 7.0 20.2 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Mean Number 
of Children 
Ever Born 4.6 7.0 4.1 6.1 

SOURCE: Tables 2.2.1A and 2.3.1A 

Table 5.14 could well have taken place at ages beyond childhood. The level or 
mortality resulting from this comparison seems low by Asian standards. The 
data from the RPFS give nearly identical results to those obtained in Sri Lanka 
(1978:100) . 

5.6.1 INCIDENCE OF CHILD DEATHS 

In describing the experience of women who have had children Who died, 
selecting women currently aged 25-34, most of whose live-born children and who 
may have died subsequently, occurred a decade before the survey ensures a 
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degree of homogeneity. Table 5.15 is based on the sample of 3,486 women in 
this age group who produced a total of 12,690 children, of whom 11,510 are 
still alivE. In terms of births, nine per cent have not survived. When it 
comes to the women, 25-34 years uf age, 77 per cent of those who had at least 
one child have not experienced any child loss; 23 per cent have had a child 
who did not survive. Of those who have had at least two children, four per 
cent lost two. The table shows marked evidence of a high degree of internal 
consistency. The quality of the data, despite the low level of mortality, 
justifies further analyses based on dates of child death and ages at death. 

Table 5.15 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN CURRENTLY AGED 25-34 ACCORDING 
TO CHILD LOSSES, BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN 

Number of Number of Children Ever Born 
Deaths 0 I 2 :3 Zj: 5 6 7 8 9+ Total 

0 98.5 91.3 85.0 77.5 61. 5 54.9 47.8 45.0 * 76.6 

1 1.5 8.0 13.9 20.1 31.5 31.4 28.4 26.5 * 17.9 

2 0.7 0.9 2.0 6.5 10.9 18.6 14.5 * 4.2 

3+ 0.2 0.4 0.6 2.8 5.2 13.9 * 1.3 

Number of 
women 136 361 714 714 628 471 308 170 74 41 3486a 

SOURCE: Table 2.3.3 
aNumber of women who had at least one child. 

5.6.2 ESTIMATES OF INFANT MORTALITY RATES 

Preliminary estimates of recent levels of infant mortality have been 
derived from the birth history data. The rates for the seven years preceding 
the survey are recorded in Table 5.16. It will be observed that prior to 1974 
the estimated infant mortality rates had shown a precipitous decline. However, 
the resulting rate for 1974 shot up to 64 deaths per thousand live births. 
Thereafter, the data manifested a declining trend. Pending a more thorough 
appraisal of the data, no definitive conclusions on the level of infant mor­
tality as gleaned from the RPFS results can be reached at this time. 
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Table 5.16 PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES OF INFANT MORTALITY FOR 1971-1977 

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 

Number died per 
1000 live births 62 54 48 64 57 57 53 

Number of 
live births 2142 2264 2247 2097 2153 2211 2255 

SOURCE: Table 2.3.5 

To provide a perspective of the infant mortality picture in the country, 
estimates of the infant mortality rate from other sources are presented here. 

Deaths in the country have been consistently underregistered throughout 
this century thus preventing their direct use as indicators of the real level 
of mortality. Increasing demands for detailed mortality estimates by policy­
makers have led to the estimation of mortality levels by indirect methods. 
Following the method devised by Brass (1968),mortality levels were estimated 
from experiences of children ever born and still living from the 1973 National 
Demographic Survey (NOS). 

Zablan (1975:Table 2) showed that the estimated level of infant mortality 
in the country using the 1973 NOS was 67 deaths per 1,000 live births, yielding 
an equivalent expectation of life at birth (eo) of 60.6 years. The correspond­
ing rate for 1970 based on infant deaths and live births published by the 
Disease Intelligence Center (DIC) was 64 (Zablan and Virina, 1975). Flieger 
and Abenoja (1979) using census data and registration records came up with 
estimated infant mortality rates for the nation as a whole of 90.4 and 74.6 for 
1970 and 1975, respectively. 
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6 PREFERENCES FOR NUMBER AND SEX OF CH I LDREN 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 

All the women in the RPFS who were currently married at the time of 
interview and who believed that they could have more children were questioned 
on their preferences for more children. The responses to these questions 
form an important part of the setting against which contraceptive use should 
be assessed. Fertility preferences are of consequence if one is to understand 
the sources of fertility differences since such differentials may represent 
either an intended difference or a variation in implementation. 

It should be noted that the questions directed at the currently 
married, fecund woman who was not pregnant at the time, consisted of the 
following: 1100 you want to have another child sometime?1I If the woman 
answered YES, she was asked: NWould you prefer your next child to be a girl 
or a boy?" and IIHow many more children do you want to have?1I 

For those who have had at least one birth, a further question was 
asked: "Thinking back to the time before you became pregnant with your child, 
had you wanted to have any children?1I 

If the woman was currently pregnant, the wording of the first and 
third questions was modified somewhat to refer to the births after the one 
currently expected. Such a woman was also asked: IIBefore you became pregnant 
this time, had you wanted to have any (more) children?" The sex preference 
question was not asked of such women. 

Without any exception, all women were asked: IIIf you could choose 
exactly the number of children to have in your whole life, how many children 
would that be?1I 

The stated preferences reflect the personal preferences of the woman 
herself and are not intended to mirror the desires of the reference group or of 
the community. The woman was not asked about the number of children she 
expects to have in the future. Since preference is an attitude, it can change 
from day to day. Therefore, there is no way of validating a response of this 
kind. Moreover, questions on fertility preferences have little meaning to a 
woman unless she has ways of controlling the number of her children or at 
least is confident about such control measures. 

This part of the report which turns from actual fertility behavior to 
attitudes is aimed at gaining a better understanding of the preference for 
number and sex of children of the survey respondents so such preferences may 
be related to family planning policy and program implementation. 
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6.2 DESIRE TO STOP CHILDBEARING 

All currently married fecund women who answered IINO II to the question 
"00 you want to have another child sometime?" are identified as the pro­
portion wanting no more children. In accord with WFS policy. women or their 
husbands who had been sterilized for contraceptive purposes were included in 
Table 6.1 and classified as not wanting more children. 

Table 6.1 sho~s that the overall percentage of women who do not want 
any more children is 54 per cent. The variation across categories by age. 
current family size and marital duration is depicted in the table. Eleven per 
cent of women under 20 years of age want no more children. From age 30 on­
wards. half of the women want to stop childbearing. The percentage reaches 

Table 6.1 PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED FECUND WOMEN WHO WANT NO MORE 
CHILDREN OR WHO HAVE BEEN STERILIZED BY CURRENT AGE. FAMILY 

SIZE AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

Current Age Current Marital Duration Family Si zea 

Under 20 11 0 1 Under 5 years 16 

20-24 26 1 7 5- 9 47 

25-29 42 2 33 10-14 64 

30-34 57 3 51 15-19 72 

35-39 71 4 68 20-24 78 

40-44 76 5 73 25-29 83 

45-49 79 6 76 30+ 74 

7 86 

8 81 

9+ 85 

ALL 54 

SOURCE: Tables 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 

aNumber of living children including current pregnancy 
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50 percent with three living children and jumps to 68 per cent with the 
fourtt child. In terms of marital duration, two in five of those married 
1 ess thana decade want no more chil dren. Of the cohort married 10-19 years, 
tWO~thirds/~do not want anymore -children. In the highest~ategories of age, 
flmily s;-ze and maritalduration.,- four out of five women want to s.top bearing 

children. ", 

6.3 DIFFERENTIh~S IN THE DES~RE TO STOP CHILDBEARING 

Age of the-woman is used as the major contro-l for the differentials -
in the explanatory variables recorded in Table 6.2. The fol10wi~g discussion 
is based on the age gr,oup 25-34 which is deemed most relevant for· both in-, 
tenti ons and contraceptive lise. These are the most ferti 1 e age groups and in 
which fertility regulation will have the greatest impact. Of this age cohort, 
50 per cent state that they want no more children. 

By education, the expected 'increase is seen only up to the-high scheiol 
level. At the lower educational levels, one half claimed they wanted' to stop 
having children. Itis interesting to observe-that about a third' of the un-' 
schooled as well as those wi'th a college degree want no more. 

As expected, the proportions not wanting any more children is highest 
in Metro Manila but the differences, between regions are insignificant: The 
urban and rural areas show almost no difference from the mean although mo~e 
city dwellers evinced a desire to stop childbearing than the village .residents. 

, . "' 

The dispersion of the percentages by religious groups is,. a wide one 
with the over two-thirds of ,IgTesi,a ni Kristo adherents stating that 'they 
wanted no more offspring. On the other extreme, only one in seven Moslems 
wanted to stop bearing children. ' ' 

There were also wid~ differences observed by pattern of work. Notabl~ 
is the high proportion (63 per cent) of women who had worked after their first 
marriage who did not want any more children. the lowest percentage (39 per 
cent) was found among those who worked before marriage and are currently 
working. ' 

The only noteworthy feature of the differentials by husband1s oCCupa­
tion is that the lowest percentage wanting no more children was reported for 
women whose husbands were professionals. 

The above-cited differentials point to the categories desiring to 
curtail their reproductive performance. However, it would he useful to trace 
the source of the differences. Later analysis will focus on this aspect. 

6.4 ADDITIONAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN WANTED 

Respondents who said that they wanted another child were asked for the 
number of additional children wanted. Table 6.3 lists the mean numbers of 
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Table 6.2 PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED FECUND WOMEN AGED 25-34 
WHO WANT NO ~10RECHILDREN OR WHO HAVE BEEN STERILIZED BY 

SELECTED BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Background Variable 

LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
None 
Primary 
Intermediate 
High School 
Same College 
With College Degree 

REGION OF RESIDENCE 
Metro ~lanila 
Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
Urban 
Rural 

RELIGION 
Roman Catholic 
Protestant 
Iglesia ni Kristo 
Aglipayan 
Islam 
Others 

Per Cent 
Hanting 
No More 

33 
51 
51 
55 
45 
35 

51 
49 
49 
49 

51 
48 

50 
44 
71 
43 
14 
52 

SOURCE: Tables 3.l.3.A to 3.l.3F 

Background Variable 

HUSBAND1S OCCUPATION 
Professional 
Cl erica i 
Sales 
Agricu1ture~ Self-

Employed 
Agriculture, Not 

Self-Employed 
Services 
Manual, Skilled 
Manual, Unskilled 

PATTERN OF WORK 
Before and Now 
Now not Before 
Before & After 
Only After 
Only Before 
Never Harked 

ALL 
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Per Cent 
vJanting 
No More 

38 
46 
53 

48 

48 
52 
54 
47 

39 
56 
50 
63 
44 
50 

50 



Table 6.3 MEANa ADDITIONAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN WANTED BY CURRENT AGE, FA~lILY 
SIZE) AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE 

Current Age Fami ly Size Marital Duration 

Under 20 1.8 0 2.2 0-4 1.5 

20-24 1.2 1 1.8 5-9 0.6 

25-29 0.7 2 1.0 10-14 0.1 

30-34 0.3 3 0.4 15-19 -0.1 

35-39 -0.1 4 0.1 20-24 -0.3 

40-44 -0.2 5 -0.1 25-29 -0.4 

45-49 -0.3 6 -0.3 30+ -0.2 

7 -0.4 

8 -0.5 

9+ -0.6 

ALL 0.4 

SOURCE: Tables 3.2.3 and 3.2.4 

aAll women who want no more children or who have been sterilized were assigned 
a value of zero and included in the mean. 

such children within categories of current age, current family size and marital 
duration. This table can be compared with Table 6.1, which gives the corres­
ponding proportions wishing to stop childbearing. Taking those age groups 35 
years and older, family sizes of five and more and marital durations of at 
least 15 years, it can be observed that the means are all negative and bear a 
close inverse relationship to the percentages not wanting any more children. 

6.5 TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN DESIRED 

One reason for asking the question on additional number of children 
wanted is to permit the woman to hypothetically adjust her current family size. 
However, since the woman cannot state that she wants two additional children 
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and signify that she wants two less than the number she already has, this 
hypothetical adjustment will always be positive. 

The respondents were asked for the total number of children they 
desired. Essentially, they were being asked to consider abstractly the best 
number of children to have, quite independently of their actual familystze. 

It has been observed .thatin all countries' there. i.s a highcorreJation 
bet\\leen the actual and the desired family size. To the extent that women act 
upon their fertility intentions, using whatever means are available to them, 
those who desire large families may be expected to produce them. Moreover, 
women with many children tend to justify the number produced by stating a 
desire for many children. Therefore, one can expect the total number of 
children desired by the woman to rise with increasing size of family. 

- "- : 

The average total number of children desired by women of all ages is 
4.4 (see Table 6.4) .. However, the mean total desired by women just forming 
their families is 3 while those women with 5 or more children averaged 5.8 

Table 6.4 MEAN TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN DESIRED BY ALL CURRENTLY MARRIED 
~JOMEN BY CURRENT AGE, BY FAMILY SIZE, AND BY YEARS SINCE FIRST 

MARRIAGE 

Family Size Years Since First 
Marriage Current Age 

Under 20 3.0 0 2.8 Under 5 3.0 

20:-24 3.) 1 2.9 5- 9 3.7 

25-29 3.7 2 3.2 10-14 4 .• 4 

30-34 4.4 3 3.6 15-19 . 5.1 

35-39 5.0 4 4.3 20-24 5.7 

40-44 5.3 5 5.0 25-29 5.7 

45-49 5 . .4 6 5.6 30+ 6.3. 

.7 5.9 

8 6.3 

9+ 7.2 

ALL 4.4 

" .< 

SOURCE: Tables 3.3.4A and 3.3.5A 
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children. The mean steadily rises with age, family size and martial duration. 
It should be noted in Appendix Tables 3.3.4A and 3.3.5A that there is very 
little variation evident within specific family sizes according to age or 
marital duration. For example, women who had borne 4 children preferred a 
mean family size of 4.5 whether they were in their early twenties or early 
forties. Similarly, women with three children preferred to have a family of 
four whether they had just started married life or had celebrated their silver 
wedding anniversary. 

Up to and including three children, the respondents wished to have a 
family larger than they actually have. Achieved and desired family sizes were 
identica 1 for famil i es of 4 to 6 chil dren. Beyond these numbers, famil i es 
began to desire smaller families than they actually have. 

It is clear that childless or one-child families are unpopular-- the 
percentages opting for none or one was a mere 1.5. An eighth wanted two and 
nearly a quarter favored three. Three out of five women less than 25 years 
of age wanted either two or three children. 

Information on whether current family size exceeds, equals or falls 
short of desired family size is presented in Table 6.5. Three results are 
worth pointing out. First, the mean desired family size increases with in­
creasing number of children born to the women, thus indicating a process of 
rationalizing past fertility performance. Second, the proportion admitting 
unwanted pregnancies rises with the number of living children. Third, as 
expected, greater proportions of women who are just starting their families 
are found in the third category where desired fa~ily size -has not yet been 
achieved. The reverse is true for women in the first category - the proportion 
of women whose current family size exceeds that desired, increases with each 
additional birth. 

6.6 DIFFERENTIALS IN TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN DESIRED 

Age is known to be related to some of the explanatory variables used in 
Table 6.6. In seeking differences in desired family size, attention 11Iiil1 be 
limited ~to currently married women aged 25-34. 

The expected diffe-rentials by education, region and place of residence 
are evident. Women without education, village dwellers, residents of Luzon or 
Mindanao, and Moslems record the greatest family size desired. On the other 
hand, coll~ge graduates, Metro Manilans and other urbanites, Roman Catholic 
and Aglipayan adherents, desired the smallest families, on the average. 

No clear picture emerged when pattern of work was selected as the ex­
planatory variable. 
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Table 6.5 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN ACCORDING TO WHETHER CURRENT 
FAMILY SIZE (CFS) EXCEEDS, EQUALS OR FALLS SHORT OF DESIRED FAMILY SIZE (DFS) 

----------------
Desired and 

Current 
Family Si ze 

CFS> DFS 

CFS = DFS 

CFS < DFS 

ALL 

Mean Desired 
Family Size 

% Who Did Not 
Want Last 
Pregnancya 

o 

o 

4 

96 

100 

2.8 2.9 

1 

SOURCE: Tables 3.1.4 and 3.3.3A 

2 

1 

28 

71 

100 

3.2 

6 

3 

5 

43 

42 

100 

3.6 

16 

aRefers only to women with at least one live hirth. 

Number of Living Children 

4 

12 

55 

33 

100 

4.3 

25 

5 

24 

51 

25 

100 

5.0 

37 

6 

32 

48 

20 

100 

5.5 

45 

7 

46 

37 

17 

100 

5.9 

52 

53 

33 

14 

100 

6.3 

53 

9+ 

7.2 

60 

ALL 

4.4 

27 



Table 6.6 MEAN TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN DESIRED BY CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN 
AGED 25-34, BY BACKGROUND VARIABLES 

Background 
Variable 

Level of Education 

None 
Primary 
Intermediate 
High School 
Some Co 11 ege 
With College Degree 

Region of Residence 

Metro Manila 
Luzon 
Visayas 
Mindanao 

Place of Residence 

Urban 
Rural 

Mean Children 
Desired 

5.1 
4.5 
4.1 
3.7 
3.5 
3.4 

3.3 
4.2 
4.0 
4.2 

3.6 
4.2 

SOURCE: Tables 3.3.7A to 3.3.7E 

Background 
Variable 

Religion 

Roman Catholic 
Protestant 
Iglesia ni Kristo 
Agl ipayan 
Islam 
Others 

Pattern of Work 

Before and Now 
Now not Before 
Before and After 
Only After 
Only Before 
Never Worked 

ALL 

Mean Children 
Desired 

4.0 
4.2 
3.7 
4.0 
5.7 
3.6 

3.8 
4.1 
3.8 
4.2 
3.7 
4.2 

4.0 

6.7 COMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND DESIRED FAMILY SIZE WITH OTHER 
SOURCES 

The results of the RPFS were compared with the National Demographic 
Surveys of 1968 and 1973 as shown in Table 6.7. In comparing the actual and 
desired family sizes from the two National Demographic Surveys and those of the 
RPFS, it is notable that the percentage distributions of women aged 15-44 who 
have attained specified number of children have been altering gradually during 
the past decade. Increasing proportions of women are bearing one to two 
children but the reverse is true for family sizes of 5-6. Moreover, the pro­
portions bearing 5 children or more have dropped in 1978 as contrasted to the 
two previous surveys. The median number produced by women in their reproductive 
ages manifests a decline of five per cent in the ten-years period. It is in 
the desired family size that substantial change has occurred in the decade of 
the seventies probably as a result of heightened awareness of the consequences 
of rapid population growth and of large families. A pronounced shift in the 
distributions of women desiring 2 children or less is evident when the data for 
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Table ]6.'7 PE~CENT,L\GEDIS+RI,BUTioN OF' EvER-MARRIEb WOMEN 'BY ACTUAL FAMILY 
SIZE AND DESIRED FAMILY SIZE: RPFS 1978, NDS 1974 AND NDS 1968 

FamilrSize 

o 

1 - 2 

3 - 4 

5 - 6 

7+ 

TOTAL 

Median 

Actual Family ~ize 
. RPFSjWFS NDS' .... NDS .' 

1978 1973 1968 

5. 6 

26.6 

29.9 

19.3 

15.6 

100.0 ' 

4.0 

-" 

7.2 6.5 

26.3 24.7 

28.830.5 

21.8 22.2 

15.9 16.1 

." 100.0' 100.0 
,'.,> 

4~1 4.2 

Desired Family Size 
RPFS/WFS . NDS ' NDS 
1978 1973 1968 '. 

0.0 

15.3 

50.8 

21.9 

12.0 

100.0 

4.4, 

0.3 

14.4 

49.4 

23~8 

12.1 

100.0 

4.4 

0.5 

5.1 

33.5 

38.9 

22.0 

100~O 

5.'6 

SOURCE: ,UPPI, "Levels, Patterns and Trends in the Family Planning Knowledge, 
Attitudes and Practice: 1968 and 1973 11 ;Table 3.1,p. 14, Mimeographed, 
1978; Tables 2.3.1A and 3.3.38, RPFS 

1968 are compared with those of 1973 and 1978. But increasing departures from 
the 1968 levels ar~ noted with increasing family siz~. In fact, the median 
desired family size decreased by 1.2ehildreh' during the 1968.;.1973 period and 
remained constant thereafter. 

;.. ~ 

6.8 SEX PREFERENCES 

Th~ deijr~tQ '~ave or not to have morechildreQ dep~ndsn6t~nlyon , 
the woman's age and her actual {amily size'but also on the, sex composition: of' 
the children she has already produced. LimHed to currently married "fecund" 

" non:-pregnant.women, 'two measures were used to indicate sex preference.Preg­
nant women were, ~cluded from th~ analysis, for"the 'simple 'reason ,that the. sex . 
oftheir~unborn~hildren is yet unknown; The first measu~e consists'6f the 
py:oportionwho want to stop childbearing according to the number of living . 
sons and daughters. The other meas4re is made up .of the percent~geprefer~ 
ring a boy or 'girl .as, tnenextchild. Relevant data are summarJzedin Table, 
6.8 for women with tw6tofourliving children withpossible'combinations of 
boys or girls. 
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Table 6.8 SEX PREFERENCE FOR NEXT CHILD 8Y SEX COMPOSITION OF LIVING CHILDREN OF CURRENTLY MARRIED 
NON-PRE~NANT WOMEN .. 

2 Living Children Total 3 Living,Children Total ·4 Living"Children Total 

Sons 0 1 2 0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3 4 

Daughters 2 1 0 3 2 1 a 4 3 2 1 0 

Per Cent Wanting 
No Morea 22 44 23. 3:·, 35 53 58 40 51 51 70 70 65 55 66 

t-i 

Per Cent Preferringb : N ...... 

Sons 85 25 1 35 97 73 5 0 40 100 63 30 2 0 31 
Daughters 2 31 93 40 0 2 64 96 ·40 . 0 3 ·33 66 94 40 

Indifferent 13 44 6 25 3 25 31 4 20 0 34 37 32 6 29 

Des i red Family 
Sizec 3.3 3.0 3.3 3.7 3.6 3.5 3.7 4.8 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.6 

SOURCE: Tables 3.4.1, 3.4.3A, 3.4.38 and 3.4.6A 

aAmong currently married fecund non-pregnan.t women. 

b Among exposed women 7L'anting another child .. preferring a part{cular sex. 

cFor currently married non-pregnant women only. 



For a given family size, women who have children of both sexes are 
more likely to want to stop childbearing than women with children of only 
one sex. This is indicative of a preference for families everily balanced as 
to the sex of the offspring. As shown in Table 6.8, about two-fifths of the 
women under study with two living children, a girl and a boy, want to stop 
childbearing in contrast to only one-fifth of women with either two boys or 
two girls. For women with three living children, more than half want no more 
if they have at least one child of each sex while only more than a third want 
to stop if all three children belong to the same sex. This pattern is repeat­
ed for women with four living children. As observed from the same table, the 
percentage wanting no more children increases as the number of living children 
increases. 

Women with only boys or girls have a slightly higher mean desired 
family size; 3.3 for women with two children of the same sex: 3.7 for those 
with three and 4.8 for those with four (see last row of Table 6.8). 

For women wanting another child, the data display a slight preference 
for girls. Among women with two children, two-fifths want a daughter as the 
third child as compared to a third preferring a son. Among the respondents 
with four children, two out of five want their next child to be a girl. Only 
one out of three prefer the fifth child to be a son. There was no difference 
noted among the women with three children. The tendency toward girl prefer­
ence is evident by looking at those women who had achieved a sex balance in 
their children, i.e., one boy, 1 girl or 2 boys, 2 girls. It will be observed 
that the proportions preferring daughters for their next child exceeded the 
percentage wanting sons. 
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